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Welcome to Parknews. All’s well that ends well and Park are currently on a 
maximum of 15 points from three matches following the 42-14 win over 
Chinnor. In the end Park won comfortably enough – and scored some great 
tries doing so – but when the lead was cut back from 21-0 to 21-14, with a 
player in the sin bin and with half an hour to go, hearts were certainly a-flutter. 
In the end three more tries sealed a comfortable margin, the last one being 
worth the admission money on its own. Park played some great Rugby, but as 
always there are still areas for the coaches to work on, particularly in terms of 
discipline (five yellow cards in two home games).  Park tackled excellently 
throughout, but it’s inevitable that when you play such a high speed passing 
game the odd pass is going to mis-fire or get spilt, but the more you do it the 
better it becomes with practice - and that is surely what is really exciting about 
this Park team: there’s a sense that the potential is there to do something 
really special.

Elsewhere around the club, it was really disappointing that Chinnor had to cancel the 
Rangers’ match so late in the day that it was impossible to find an alternative fixture.  
It’s important to keep the whole squad match-fit, and players don’t train hard 
to just sit on their hands. Even more disappointed were our netballers: the 
Blues’ match was cancelled earlier in the week, but he Reds was called off 
on Saturday morning when their opponents were unable to find an umpire. 
At least the Clubsides and Colts got on the pitch.

This weekend we visit previously uncharted territory in the form of Hull 
RFC, last year’s champions of National 2 North, winning 20 matches in 
succession at one stage. Please note that the match kicks off at 2:00PM. 
They field a strong pack and reputedly like to attack out wide.  Although 
they have lost their first two matches, there were extenuating 
circumstances. Away to Bishops Stortford they were well in contention until 
losing their skipper to a red card six minutes into the second half, then a 
further yellow cooked their goose and they went down 44-20. The following 
week they were 19-0 up against Darlington Mowden Park but three yellow 
cards saw them lose by 22-29. Last week they lost heavily away to Rams, 
who are on most people’s short lists as potential Champions, but Hull fought 
all the way holding the lead at one stage and recording the last two scores 
to record a bonus point, but lost by 26-59.  They are bound to be fighting 
every inch of the way to record their first National 1 win.

It would, of course, be a big boost to the players to have some vocal 
support at the match. The ground is at Hull Sports Centre, Ferrens Ground, 
Chanterlands Avenue, Hull, HU5 4EF. Hull is the station - get advance 
tickets now before prices soar on the day! There are two options from Kings 
Cross: the East Coast line, changing at Doncaster or Hull trains, which 
offers a less frequent service but is cheaper and goes direct. The station is 
a 2.5 mile walk from the ground. A local suggests bus 3 or 3B from the 
Paragon Interchange next to Hull station to Southfield Road, which leads on 
to Chanterlands Avenue where the ground is located, but do check that out! 
If you’re making a day of it, Hull has quite an interesting old town (with 
plenty of decent pubs!) so perhaps best to stroll around there and then get 
a cab. If you’re a Wetherspoons person, the Admiral of the Humber isn’t 
exactly where we said last week: from the station take the crossing over the 
main road, turn right and it’s on the corner at number 1, Anlaby road for a 
cheap lunch (or breakfast if you’re early enough – it opens at 07:00)

If you cannot make it up to Hull, we have entertainment for you at the Rock, 
in the form of the B XV at home to Haberdashers in the Premier division of 
the Middlesex Merit Tables. Alternatively, the Rangers are playing nearby at 
the Richmond Athletic Ground where they will be taking on Richmond 
Saxons in Division 1 of the Raging Bull League.  Whichever of those you 
choose, you have plenty of time to go along to support our netballers when 
Park take on Oxshott in their league match, which starts at 10:00 at 
Roehampton Uni (full details inside).

AGM
The AGM will take place this Thursday evening, 22 September, in the 

Saturday 24 September

Hull v Park
National 1

Away KO 2:00PM

Nomads v KCS 2
Surrey Championship

Home KO 12:00
B XV v Haberdashers

MMT Premier
Home KO 17:00

Richmond Saxons v 
Rangers

Raging Bull Shield Div 1
Away TBA

London Welsh Druids v 
Fours

MMT Premier
Away KO TBA

Netball
Park v Oxshott

Surrey Premier Div A
Home (Roehampton Uni) 10:00

Next 1st XV home match
Saturday 01 October

Park v Bishops Stortford
National 1

Home KO 3:00PM
Former Players’ Lunch

Oktoberfest
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Jack Gash celebrates after scoring the last try against 
Chinnor [Photo: @rosslynpark Twitter]
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clubhouse at 7:30. We are still a Members’ Club, run by and for its 
Members, so please do come along and have your say in its affairs. 
There will also be a less formal Q&A session at the end, along with 
the opportunity to watch the squad training. If you’re not a Member 
yet – why not join? See the website for details. 

Park  42
Chinnor  14
National 1
This match was a lot more closely run than the final score might 
suggest, but Park rose to the occasion when it really mattered.

The initial sparring was fairly even, with defences on top, until in the 
tenth minute fly half Craig Holland kicked a 50-22 deep into Chinnor 
territory. Park could not force the issue on that occasion, but began 
to dominate.

With Park exerting pressure, Chinnor were caught off their feet for a 
Penalty that was propelled to the corner. The maul was set up and 
executed perfectly for hooker Jared Saunders to touch down well to 
the right of the posts, Holland adding an excellent touchline 
conversion for 7-0 on 16 minutes.

Park were beginning to spread the ball to all corners but it was a 
move through the middle that drew what soccer players would call a 
professional foul from visiting skipper Ben Manning, which saw him 
receive a yellow card. Park were quick to exploit the situation 
mauling to the tryline and shifting the ball left and right looking for an 
opening. Chinnor defended valiantly, but the movement was 
unstoppable and flanker Matt Bolwell went over by the posts. 
Holland’s simple conversion brought up 14-0 0n 25 minutes.

Chinnor had their moments in attack, but Park tackled ferociously 
and rarely allowed them to breach the 22. Unfortunately flanker 
Arthur Ellis took the ferocity a bit too far for the referee and received 
a yellow card for his transgression.

Despite the reduced numbers, five minutes later it was Park who put 
points on the board when centre Matt Gordon conjured a try out of 
nothing. He picked up the ball, spotted a big gap in front of him and 
simply hared through to score, running round behind the posts to 
present Holland with a straightforward conversion for 21-0 with less 
than 10 minutes to the interval. 

Chinnor gained some hope when Park conceded a scrum and the 
visitors worked a neat move from the set piece that must have had 
its origins on the training pitch, centre Jason Worrall touching down 
and fly half Tom Price converting for 21-14 at half-time.

Clearly encouraged, Chinnor made far the brighter start to the 
second half.  The home defence was put under severe pressure but 

managed to force a penalty in order to clear.

Park put together a searing counter-attack but the final pass was 
slightly astray.

However, Park were conceding penalties, and it was one too many 
when Matt Gordon took one for the team and saw the yellow card 
on 59 minutes.

Chinnor needed no invitation to cash in and exploited the spare 
man out on the left to narrow the gap, with Price’s conversion, to 
21-14 on 61 minutes. At this stage, having been pulled back from 
21-0 and playing a man short and Chinnor on top, many a Park 
supporter would surely have settled for just hanging on.

Park immediately brought on fresh legs, with Jack Gash’s 
appearance getting a big cheer from the stands (reflecting his folk 
hero status and certainly not anything to do with Luke Baldwin who 
made way for him). But it was the other replacement who made an 
instant impact. Substitute hooker Billy Harding made a super run 
from his first touch that set in train a move that saw the ball chipped 
out to the left where Ben Howard raced onto it before finding Henry 
Robinson in support close to the line. The full-back needed to 
summon all his strength to resist being tackled into touch as he 
dived over for a great try. That brought up the bonus point and a 
fabulous conversion from Holland made it 28-14 on 64 minutes.

Home supporters could breathe again as their team now turned on 
both taps. An almost certain try was prevented when the Chinnor 
centre, ex-Park man Lewis Jones, deliberately knocked on out 
wide.

But Park did not have to wait too long.  The penalty was hoofed to 
touch for a 5-metre throw out on the right from which Laventure 
crashed over, Holland again nailing a touchline conversion for 
36-14.

Park’s evening was crowned by a last-minute try that was worth the 
admission money on it’s own, a superb end to end move executed 
at breakneck speed. Laventure ran out of defence and chipped the 
ball forward, Holland out-stripped the defence to the ball and 
sprinted away, kicking on in the tackle and – ineveitably – it was 
Jack Gash who outpaced a couple of defenders to touch down.  
Holland nailed his sixth conversion to keep his 100% record on the 
night.

It was a great night – in the end – for Park supporters, but spare a 
thought for Chinnor who played really well but had to return home 
pointless.

Park: Henry Robinson; Charlie Walker, Tom Stanton, Matt Gordon, 
Ben Howard; Craig Holland; Luke Baldwin; Ali Wade, Jared 
Saunders, Carl Zeiss; Henry Spencer, Gregor Gillanders; Matt 
Bolwell, Arthur Ellis, Dan Laventure
Bench: Billy Harding, Sam Garvey, Oli Robinson, Jack Gash

Club sides
Will Thorogood writes: A frustrating administrative week, last 
week, at Rosslyn Park! I had refs at the beginning of the week for 
the scheduled home games, then I didn't, then I did, then I didn't, 
and finally, when I did, after a multitude of phone calls, Chinnor 
2's( injuries) cancelled on the Rangers late on Friday afternoon, so 
more calls! Such is life!

So, the 1's had a good win on Friday evening against Chinnor 1's. 
Still unbeaten... keep it going!

Saturday afternoon had been expecting a full schedule of back to 
back rugby from midday to 6.30 on the 4G, but the Rangers' 
cancellation created a bit of a mid-afternoon hiatus! This, maybe, 
led to the first on stage (12pm) ,Nomads, having a few more beers 
than anticipated, rather than watching  Rangers perform? On the 
other hand, maybe not?! I think the Nomads had been looking 
forward to a " club afternoon" and a bit of inter team bonding. They 
were quite vocal, however, during the 4's game!
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Now, to the Nomads' game. A Surrey Championship opener against 
KCS 2's. Always keen and competitive, and this was no exception. 
The first 20 minutes, 0-0, was a case of each sizing up the other, 
with "almost scores" from both sides. However, the Nomads took 
the first advantage, and converted a well worked Gregor try under 
the posts. 7-0. Soon after that they took second advantage with a 
weaving unconverted try on the left  from Nick Pentz. 12-0. KCS 
quickly hit back, and half time saw a 12-7 scoreline. 

The second half saw back and 
forth, to and fro sparring, but 
the Nomads were able to 
increase their scoreline margin 
with two well worked tries from 
Tom Roberts (24-7) and Nick 
Pentz again, Pentz's second 
was stunningly and  
unexpectedly converted by 
Lachlan MacDonald, using his 
twin brother's (Angus) shoe as 
a kicking tee! 24-7. As usual, 
KCS tenacious, as ever, didn't 
give up. and exerted 

considerable 
pressure on the 
Nomads' goal line, 
and did breach the 
Nomads' defences 
with a goal, but it 
was too little too 
late. Final score 
Nomads 24 KCS 
2's 14. A good 
game.

At 5 o'clock, the 4's 
entertained a rather 
large and physical 

HAC 2's (heaven only knows how big their 1's must be!) in their 
opening MMT Premier League game. It was, largely one way traffic 
in HAC's favour, but when the 4's did adapt and adjust by swinging 
the ball wide, with quick recycled ball, they did benefit with a couple 
of well worked tries from Tom Wrigs and Joe. 

However, not enough, but their heads never went down! A difficult 
opener. IV's 12 HAC 2's 58. In typical RPFC post match tradition, 
the 4's enjoyed a few beers and the excellent cuisine provided by 
Susy and Bahar. 

The B's made a short trip down the A3 to London Cornish 2's in 
their opening MMT Premier League game. It sounds like a game of 
two halves. The first, a close and tight encounter, with a 10-7 
advantage to the B's at the break. In the second, the B's opened up 
and scored 4 tries, to which Cornish replied with one. I'm afraid I 
don't have any more details, but in the end, a satisfying win for the 
B's- L.Cornish 2's 12 B's 34. Well played.

Thanks to Chris Jones, who had a long shift, for covering as physio 
the whole afternoon.

Games for 24/9 are as follows:
1's v Hull Away-that's Hull RUFC, not KR, FC, Ionians or City!
Rangers v Richmond Saxons Away
B's v Old Habs 2's Home ko 1pm-4G
4's v L.Welsh Druids Home ko 3pm-4G
Nomads v Cobham 2's Away. TBC

Netball
After two weeks of cancellations hopefully we have some netball 
this Saturday morning! Our most senior team, Rosslyn Park Surrey 
play at home to Oxshott in Surrey Premier A. Oxshott were 
promoted as Champions of Premier B last season so it should be an 
interesting match. It all gets underway at 10:00 on the courts at 
Roehampton University’s Froebal College, which are easily 
accessible by bus or car.  The entrance is almost opposite Queen 
Mary’s Hospital, with the entry gate on Roehampton Lane, right next 
to Clarence Lane.  Just follow the internal road parallel to Clarence 
Lane and you will arrive at the courts. If you are driving there is 
ample free parking.  By bus, routes 265, 493 and 419 stop only 
yards from the entrance while the 85, 430 and 170 stop only a short 
walk away.

Women Players wanted
There is a fantastic opportunity for women players, and potential 
players, to join Rosslyn Park, one the most highly regarded Clubs in 
the country that is progressive, embraces fun and has plenty of 
social activities on offer. Players of all abilities, from newcomers to 
the most experienced are welcome to join us as we build an 
ambitious squad and an exciting future. Our aim is to create a squad 
in a fun and enjoyable environment, open for all. Players will have 
access to professional dedicated coaching staff, strength & 
conditioning training as well as first class support from our 
physiotherapy teams.

We are operating a number of fitness and skill-based taster 
sessions that will be open to all levels.  It is an opportunity to meet 
new friends, improve fitness and well-being and most importantly, 
have a lot of fun.If you are interested or know of someone who 
would be interested in playing and would like to get involved, we 
would love to hear from you. To join a session simply click this link 
and send us an email with your name, and mobile contact 
number. Alternatively if you would like to contact Marc 
directly:email: marc.turner@rosslynpark.co.uk or tel: 07759 775060

Away travel
We have only one away match in October, but it’s a long-distance 
one to Darlington Mowden Park and it’s worth getting the cheapest 
advance tickets (at the time of these notes you could get a return 
fare of less than £40). Darlington station is the one to book to, and 
it’s a fair old walk to the ground, as our ‘regulars’ know only too well 
from when their booked taxi failed to materialise. If you want to go 
direct to the ground, use the opposite exit to the one into town and 
turn right then just follow your nose.  There’s a reasonably frequent 
bus service from the far side of the road. The address is The 
Northern Echo Arena, Neasham Road, Darlington, Durham, DL2 
1DL. Entrance to the ground is through the clubhouse (the Cross 
Bar) which fronts onto the car park – so don’t go searching for open 
turnstiles. Our regulars usually go into town before the game (Bar 
Twenty 2 is a favourite, which does a decent lunch with a good 
selection of ales) and get a cab from there. If you’re tempted by that 
do book your cab early as they can become difficult to come by. 
There is rumour of a bus from the market square to the ground, but 
the only time we tried it didn’t turn up.

We have two away matches in November. Birmingham Moseley 
(05 November) and Plymouth Albion (26 November) it is definitely 
worth looking out for the cheaper advance tickets coming on sale. 
Moseley is an awkward one to get to by public transport because 
the traffic is usually horrendous and the cab fare from anywhere 
near Birmingham New Street station ends up being about £15 each 
way with diversions and waiting time.  An alternative is to book 
through to Yardley Wood station, which is usually the same fare and 
less than a mile to the ground, but if you do that bear in mind that 

Bs challenge at the lineout 
against Hammersmith & 
Fulham

Fours warm up before tackling HAC

The Golden 
boot used 
as a kicking 
tee….

…was later put to better use (extrreme left)

Action from Fours v Hammersmith & Fulham

mailto:marc.turner@rosslynpark.co.uk?subject=Womens%20Rugby&body=Please%20include%20your:%20First%20Name,%20Last%20Name,%20Mobile%20Number,%20and%20Message
mailto:marc.turner@rosslynpark.co.uk?subject=Womens%20Rugby&body=Please%20include%20your:%20First%20Name,%20Last%20Name,%20Mobile%20Number,%20and%20Message
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you’ll need to make the short inter-change to Moor Street station 
when you get to New Street, and that the walk from Yardley Wood 
station to the ground is relentlessly uphill! For Plymouth, if you can 
nail the through trains, then Devonport station is nearer the ground 
than is Plymouth; given that it’s a long trip anyway, our regulars 
usually get a very early train and visit the waterside Barbican area 
and get a cab from there, though there is a frequent bus service.

Big day at the Rock
We have a really big day at the Rock on Saturday 01 October when 
the First XV play Bishops Stortford. Park old and new will meet as 
it is Minis & Youth Day, There’s a four course pre-match meal 
available at £40 for Members (£46 for non-members, including entry 
to the ground) in the form the Former Players’ Lunch and to top it 
all off, our annual Oktoberfest. To get things off to a flying start, 
there’s 25% off drinks between noon and 2:00PM. 

In respect of the annual Former Players’ Lunch we are really keen 
to reach out to any former players who may have lost contact with 
the club, so if you know any such persons please do alert them. 
Former skipper Alex Milward who is constructing a network for 
former players, said, “I know we have previously had some very old 
timer former players who had lost touch with the club in the past 
and come along, so we know it works and was just wonderful to 
have them”.

Congratulations
You don’t need to be too long-serving a Park fan to remember our 
former prop, Chris Cano.  After his playing days, Chris moved down 
under to Perth, Australia where he took up coaching.  It is very 
pleasing to hear that Chris was recently declared the West Australia 
Coach of the Year. It couldn’t happen to a more decent or hard-
working person.  Well done, mate!

Caged lion
Talking of Chris Cano brings back memories of away trips of yore.  
Chris lived in Stevenage, so on return trips from matches up north 
he would alight at his local station before the train went on to Kings 
Cross – or that was the theory.  On one occasion he made the 
cardinal error of declaring a need to visit the convenience as the 
train approached his destination. As soon as he had entered, 
several of his ‘mates’ used all their strength to prevent him from 
opening the door to exit the smallest room until the train had 
departed Stevenage - so instead of an early night as promised to 
his loved ones he had to commute back from Kings Cross. Not may 
others would have seen the funny side of that!

Chris was also involved in a controversial sending-off when he was 
flabbergasted to be shown a red card in a scrum against Esher 
during a match played at the Met Police ground. Having a clean 
record up to that point , Chris was determined to clear his name.  
Peter Berryman, a barrister in his previous existence, went along 
with Chris, fully briefed and with the video of the incident ready to 
argue the case with the RFU Disciplinary Panel. One of the panel 
was former England prop Jeff Probyn.  After the referee’s report of 
the incident, Peter started the video, ready to deliver a Churchillian 
plea for the defence at its conclusion. But it didn’t come to that: the 
video had hardly started when Mr Probyn declared he’d seen 
enough! Any self-respecting prop would have reacted exactly as 
Chris did. Case dismissed!

International tickets
A reminder that Members can now apply for tickets to England's 
home matches at Twickenham this Autumn. Below are links to the 
International Ticket ballot application forms, a separate application 
form must be completed and signed for each game. Please note the 
application process, which is carried out by post, will close 
on Monday 10th October 2022, and applications received after this 
date will not be processed.You must be a member of Rosslyn Park 
FC in order to be eligible for tickets.

Please also read the RFU Ticket Distribution guidelines carefully 
and please abide by them otherwise unfortunately it will be the Club 
that suffers. Closing date for applications: Monday 10th October 
2022
Download the Argentina Ticket Application form here

Download the New Zealand Ticket Application form here
Download the South Africa Ticket Application form here
Download The RFU Guidelines for Ticket Applications here

Can you help?
The club is really grateful to our sponsors, and would urge everyone 
to support them as they have supported us. If you, your business or 
anyone you know might be interested in joining in with sponsoring 
Rosslyn Park, then Kenny Moore would be delighted to talk with 
you. Kenny can be contacted at the Club Office (020 8876 1879) or 
e-mail kenneth.moore@rosslynpark.co.uk

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP
A great opportunity to be linked with a Rosslyn Park player and to 
follow his progress throughout the season.
·       PA announcement when your player scores a try
·       Company logo/name against player profile on the match-day 
scoreboard
·       Company logo/name against player profile in match-day 
programme
·       10 tickets for a 1st XV home game of your choice
·       6 entry tickets to London Floodlit 7s 2023
·       Social media announcement of your sponsorship
Cost: £450 + VAT per player

PITCH BOARDS
Great for a local business to promote awareness and been seen 
throughout the year by all that use the club, and exposure through 
our live streaming of select games.
£1,500.00 + VAT
1 x Branded pitch board located on the 1st XV pitch (6m x 0.9m) for 
one year

MATCHDAY BALL SPONSORSHIP
£150.00 + VAT
·       Company name and logo on Club website
·       Company name mentioned as official game Match Ball 
Sponsor for the day on PA announcements.

MATCH DAY SPONSORSHIP
£1,500.00 + VAT
·       10 x Tickets to a 1st XV home game of your choice
·       Lunch for 10 people at a 1st XV home game of choice
·       Company name and logo against player profile on Club 
website
·       Presentation of Man of the Match
·       A5 full-page advert to be featured in match day programme
·       Company name and logo on the main scoreboard
·       PA announcements through the day and at lunch

MATCHDAY PROGRAMME ADVERT
£650.00 + VAT
·       Company name and logo on Club website
·       A5 full-page advert to be featured in a total of 13 Men's 1st XV 
programmes at home game

Keep in touch
There is always something going on at Rosslyn Park - keep 
in touch check regularly for Parknews on the website and 
subscribe to the club’s social media channels:

Twitter: http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy 

Facebook: http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV 

Instagram: http://bit.ly/34d652t 
  
YouTube: http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC 

You can also receive a tweet immediately Parknews 
appears on thewebsite by following @RPNoseyParker on 
Twitter.

https://rosslynpark.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f37049d54760df77d3372a65f&id=7af0e6d102&e=773f5060e8%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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