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Welcome to 
Parknews Played 
28, won 19, drew 1, 
lost 8, points 
scored 869, points 
against 556, (points 
difference 313) 4-
try bonus points 18, 
losing bonus points 
6, Total points 102.  
Those bare 
statistics sum up a 
season of highs 
and the odd low for 
the First XV.  A 
season in which the 
title appeared 
within our grasp only to disappear again. The 869 points we 
scored in 28 matches was the highest in the league by 57, 
while only Sale conceded fewer than Park. Only Cambridge 
and Chinnor equalled our number of bonus points. Despite the 
curtain coming down on the 15-a-side season, there may be 
some 7s being played and some tours to be undertaken (let us 
have details, please!) And we still have some live 
entertainment for you this coming Saturday when our 
netballers will be playing at home to Guildford in their final 
Surrey League Premier A match.  The match starts at 10:00 
and is at the Roehampton University courts in Froebel College, 
Roehampton Lane (entrance is next to Clarence Lane turn-off). 
It would be great to see a few supporters there.

When the season started back in September no one really knew 
where anyone else stood in the grand scheme of things after the long 
Covid-induced break.  But there was a suspicion that our first 
opponents, Plymouth Albion, who had finished the previous season 
strongly, might be much-improved.  After that we had Leeds at home, 
relegated from the Championship the previous term, followed by newly-
promoted Taunton who had been impressive in their first two matches, 
then another long trip to Darlington Mowden Park, who many thought 
might well be title challengers.

In the end, Plymouth did not play well on the day and we recorded a 
37-8 win which set everyone buzzing.  Leeds Tykes had lost almost 
their entire Championship squad and were roundly beated by 60-10.  
Taunton Titans looked initially overawed to be playing Rosslyn Park 
and – though they played much better in the second half – were beaten 

Future events
Saturday 14 May

Netball

Rosslyn Park v Guildford 
Surrey League Premier A

Home 10:00AM
(Played at Roehampton University, Froebel 

College, Roehampton Lane)

Saturday 13 August

Worthing
v

Rosslyn Park
Pre-season match

Away KO TBA

Saturday 20 August

Rosslyn Park
v

Ealing Trailfinders
Pre-season match

Home KO TBA

Saturday 13 August

Rosslyn Park
v

 London Scottish
Pre-season match

Home KO TBA
There are likely to be many other events at the club 
through the summer: subscribe to the Social Media 

channels (details inside) and check the website 
regularly to keep in touch with events.
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The Park Nomads made a great comeback to beat KCS2 by 48-24 to take the Surrey Rugby Chairman’s Vase.

Jared  Saunders swoops against Leeds Tykes [Photo: © Isabelle 
Lovell] 
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40-14. Darlington Mowden Park had never been a happy hunting 
ground, so a 28-17 win there really lifted our spirits. We were not to 
know at the time that three of these clubs would spend the rest of 
the season battling against relegation, but even if we had then you 
can do no more than beat the opposition in front of you – and the 
fact was we had done it in terrific style, playing some scintillating 
running Rugby. This could be our season!

October started with a poor home performance to scrape by 
Bishops Stortford by 14-13, but could be overlooked on the basis 
that, OK, we didn’t play well but we found a way to win when not on 
form.  Another poor show – and our first loss – at Rams (21-24) 
could be excused on the basis of their being a good side who 
tended to have the hex on us and got a narrow win. These were 
followed by two further narrow wins, but against good sides in the 
form of Sale (20-15) and Cinderford (38-31) and again it was 
perfectly reasonable to argue that a good side had found a way. At 
the end of October, seven wins from eight matches suggested we 
were a very good side indeeed.

And things got better – November brought four wins from four 
matches. Birmingham Moseley were brushed aside on their own 
ground by 29-8, followed by a 55-14 trouncing of Blackheath at the 
Rock.  This was followed by an away win at Caldy that was perhaps 
a far better performance that we took the tight 26-20 win for at the 
time: Caldy were on a 7-match unbeaten run and never suffered 
another defeat all season. 

A degree of physical and mental fatigue from that match could 
excuse a lethargic display the following week in December’s first 
match, scraping home by 28-27 against Chinnor.  But again we had 
found a way to win.  Our only other match in December saw our 
second defeat, 29-34 at the hands of Cambridge.  At the time there 
was a consensus that Park had played very poorly, but that match 
was at the start of a Cambridge comeback which saw them soar up 
the table to finish a decent fourth. Perhaps they were better than 
Park took them for? But in all honesty it didn’t feel that way at the 
time.

January began to sound some alarm bells when we ended up 
praying for the final whistle against Leeds Tykes at Headingley, 
winning fairly fortunately by 19-13. But worries were soon put to bed 
with a display of champagne rugby at home to Taunton Titans with 
a 68-21 win. That was followed up with a less convincing win over 

Darlington Mowden Park (28-20) though, in fairness, on the day 
Mowden played really well. But the last week of January saw Park 
put in a stinker to lose 24-36 away to a fired-up Bishops Stortford. 
A third loss of the season.

The first week in February looked like normality returned with some 
sparkling moved to thump Tonbridge Juddians by by 57-5, leaving 
Park 10 points clear at the top with ten matches remaining.  But the 
next match – home to Rams – was a wake-up call as Park slumped 
to a 13-17 home defeat. It was our fourth defeat and National 1 
folklore says no team suffering more than four losses gets 
promoted. The following week we lost away to Sale by 17-2, who 
were rivals for the title.  There was still hope because we had 
outplayed them for most of the match, and they won by a rather 
lucky last moment try, but our destiny was no longer in our own 
hands – we were depending upon others to falter.

March started very positively.  Despite a draining physical match 
the previous weekend, we put up a terrific show against Cinderford 
away to gain a deserved 13-10 victory, followed by a 47-14 home 
win over Birmingham Moseley.  But we then played inexplicably 
poorly to lose 31-24 away at Blackheath, which placed us very 
much on the back foot in terms of promotion. 

We were still in with a chance at the beginning of April if we could 
secure a good home win over the new favourites, Caldy who had 
won every match since losing to Park back in November.  The 
visitors from the Wirrall showed why they would be Champions. 
Park gave everthing and did not play at all poorly, but Caldy were 
just that tad too good, especially in defence, and whilst there were 
many comments about the refereeing, particularly at offside and at 
the scrum, it cannot be denied that Caldy were slightly the better 
side on the day.  The following week Park collapsed completely with 
a dispirited, disjointed display at Chinnor to get hammered by 
55-19. Challenged to restore their pride, they rose to that demand 
to defeat Cambridge 26-20, then went on to win away at 
Tonbridge Juddian by 46-12. The season ended with Plymouth 
Albion at home. The visitors arrived clearly determined to end their 
season on a high note, but Park played well in the first half to lead 
21-7.  However, having gained the 4-try bonus early in the second 
half they seemed content to absorb the pressure, which worked OK 
until two tries in the last four minutes – the second a defensive 
nightmare – saw Plymouth grab a 28-28 draw.

By no means was it a poor season – to finish third in such a strong 
league is a magnificent achievement of its own. We lost some 
matches we should not have, but that happens during a long league 
campaign.  If there is a twinge of disappointment it is probably 
because we did not quite deliver on the situation we had played 
ourselves into. But speak to supporters of our friends and 
neighbours Blackheath to find out what disappointment really feels 
like.

Photos
The First XV photos in this Parknews are kindly supplied by Isabelle 
Lovell. In reproducing photos in Parknews it is always necessary to 
reduce the resolution (sharpness) in order to comply with file size 
limitations of the website. However you can purchase really good 
full-resolution copies and many other Rosslyn Park photos from 
Izzy’s website https://www.isabellelovellsports.co.uk

Photo by Isabelle Lovell

Photo by Isabelle Lovell

Benji Marfo attacks at Cinderford [Photo: © Isabelle Lovell] 

https://www.isabellelovellsports.co.uk/
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Annual 
Awards
The Annual Awards 
were made after 
the final match of 
the season.  In 
addition to the 
playing awards, the 
one that really 
brought the house 
down was to the 
popular and long-
serving Kojo Jecty 
for – well, really – being Kojo for as long as he has. The First XV 
awards were: 
Men's 1st XV Players' & Coaches Player - Dan Laventure
Men's 1st XV Top Try Scorer - Hugo Ellis 
Men's 1st XV Most Improved Player - Henry Spencer 
Men's 1st XV Try of the Season - Jack Gash vs DMP 

There was an award for Rangers Player of the Season – shared by 
Josh Rasor & Matt Edwards 

There were also 
awards for our 
netballers:
Players' & Coaches 
Player - Jude Lewis 
Best Newcomer - Gabs 
Cross
Most Player of the 
Matches - Sim Quick 
Most Improved - Pip 
Medley 

Floodlit 7s
Last Thursday night saw an immensely enjoyable evening of quite 
spectacular 7s Rugby.  The surprise package on the night were a 
select VII playing as Rugby Against Cancer, to raise money for 
cancer charities. They showed little charity towards their hosts, 
beating Park in our first match by 40-7 and going on to reach the 
final, where they lost to the Championship winners, Ealing 
Trailfinders. Park recovered some pride by winning our other match, 
a real thriller in which we narrowly defeated Esher by 12-10. The full 

results are given below:

Group A 
Ramblin Jesters 19 v 19 SA Wild Dogs
Ealing Trailfinders 40 v 5 Lion 7s
SA Wild Dogs 12 v 19 Ealing Trailfinders
Ramblin Jesters 31 v 12 Lion 7s
Group B
Samurai Barracudas 38 v 22 Oxfam
Speranza 22 24 v 14 Scimitar Storm
Samurai Barracudas 14 v 24 Speranza 22
Oxfam 24 v 21 Scimitar Storm

Group C
Jamaica Rugby 24 v 12 Tropic 7s
Assassin's 7 10 v 26 Army
Jamaica Rugby 22 v 7 Army 
Tropic 7s 17 v 40 Assassin's
Group D
Rosslyn Park 7 v 40 Rugby Against Cancer
Rosslyn Park 12 v 10 Esher Rugby
Rugby Against Cancer 26 v 0 Esher Rugby
Semi finals
Ealing Trailfinders 33 v 21 Speranza
Jamaica Rugby 17 v 21 Rugby Against Cancer
Plate final 
Rambling Jesters 21 v 10 Assassins
Tournament Final
Ealing Trailfinders 33 v 14 Rugby Against Cancer

Pre-season
We have arranged some challenging pre-season practice matches 
before the start of next season. On 13 August we travel to Worthing, 
who finished fourth in National 2 South last season and have 
definite ambitions to gain promotion next term.  The following 
Saturday, 20 August, we are at home to the winners of last season’s 
Championship, Ealing Trailfinders, who would be playing in the 
Premiership next season but for the rule on ground capacity. Then 
on 27 August we again face Championship opposition in the form of 
a home match against London Scottish.  Although Scots finished 
bottom of the Championship last season, they are likely to be a 
totally different side next season after announcing a deal to share 
some resources with Harlequins.

Subs due soon
A polite reminder to Members that annual subscriptions become 
payable on 01 June.  If you are not yet paying by Direct Debit / 
Standing Order please seriously consider doing so as it saves 
unnecessary administrative costs and effort. The close season is 
always immensely difficult for the club in terms of cashflow with no 
match income but bills still arriving, so we are heavily dependent 
upon people paying their subs as they become due. These are 
difficult times for most of us financially, but if you are already a 
Member and could consider upgrading to Ripley membership then 
please do so.  The funds raised go directly to the playing budget 
and will help us to further strengthen the squad for next season.  
Full details of 2022-23 Membership will be circulated shortly. If you 
are a supporter but not a Member please consider joining – we are 
still a Members’ Club, so join in and have your say.

Thanks
Parknews could not be produced without the contributions of many 
people over the course of a season. It is invidious to pick out 
individuals but there are a few people whose contributions are well 
above and beyond duty. Ace photographer Izzy Lovell lets us have 
access to her photos for free, despite the fact the reproductions in 
Parknews are nowhere near the quality of the originals. Will 
Thorogood’s column on the Clubsides always arrives on time and 
ensures that important part of the club gets covered. The same can 
be said for Charli Hicks (netball) and John Weatherall (Rangers). 
And we mustn’t forget the wizard of the website, Dave Hitchcock 
who puts Parknews up on the website, never complaining when an 
editorial error means he has to take it down again and insert a 
corrected version.  And, of course, thanks to all our readers – 
without you it would not be worth it. 

Keep in touch
There will be some events going on at the club throughout the close 
season, so to keep in touch check regularly for Parknews on the 
website and subscribe to the club’s social media channels:
Twitter: http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy 
Facebook: http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV 
Instagram: http://bit.ly/34d652t   
YouTube: http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC 

You can also receive a tweet immediately Parknews appears on the 
website by following @RPNoseyParker on Twitter.

Bs challenge at the lineout 
against Hammersmith & 
Fulham

Fours warm up before tackling HAC

Park attack against Esher [Photo: © 
Isabelle Lovell] 

Sim Quick with her award [Photo: © 
Isabelle Lovell] 

Dan Laventure 
is Player of the 
Year [Photo: © 
Isabelle Lovell] 
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