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Welcome to Parknews To say that Saturday’s match at 
Chinnor was a disappointment is very much an 
understatement. What made it seem even worse was that it 
stood in stark contrast to so much of the dazzling rugby the 
team had played earlier in the season. How could the team 
that only recently put on such a feast of decisive, attacking 
rugby against Birmingham Moseley be reduced to this 
substandard display? Perhaps some residual fatigue after 
the effort and eventual disappointment against Caldy the 
previous week is understandable.  The Coaching team will 
have prepared the players as thoroughly as ever and must 
have been as perplexed as anyone at what took place.  
The players will doubtless be as disappointed in 
themselves as supporters were.  It is now essential to 
regroup and rediscover the magic from early in the season 
when Cambridge come vising this Saturday.

Saturday’s poor result has effectively halted Park’s title bid, but 
with three games to go there is still a possibility of finishing runners-up, and 
it is in our own hands to finish third. Leaders Caldy are 13 points ahead and 
need only two points from their last two matches to be certain of finishing 
above us, even if we get maximum points from our remaining matches. 
They have yet to play the current second club, Sale, at home. Sale are 
currently 6 points ahead of us but should they lose at Caldy we are within 
striking distance.  The other club ahead of us are Saturday’s visitors, 
Cambridge, who are only 4 points ahead and so it is possible that we could 
overtake them by winning with a bonus point on Saturday. 

Future events
Saturday 16 April

1st XV
v

Cambridge
National 1

Home KO 3:00PM
Discounted advance tickets available from the 
Rosslyn Park website now, where you can also 

book for the pre-match Ladies Day lunch. 

Jersey
v 

Rangers
Raging Bull Div 1
Away KO 1:30PM

Last home League match of the season
Saturday 30 April

1st XV v Plymouth Albion
National 1

Home KO 3:00PM
Discounted advance tickets available from the 
Rosslyn Park website now, where you can also 

book for the pre-match lunch. 
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Henry Spencer about to score for Park 
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Park’s travelling supporters were uniformly devastated at Saturday’s 
collapse in form. One loyal supporter of many years standing left 
shortly before the end saying, “Gentlemen, excuse me, I’m strolling 
back into town to see if the local chemist stocks hemlock”. (To be 
fair, ‘chemist’ was probably a euphemism for ‘The Cross Keys’). But 
you can bet your bottom dollar that he will be back this Saturday 
cheering the lads on against Cambridge. It’s easy to get vocally 
behind a team that is rolling over the opposition week after week, but 
it’s when the team needs picking up that real support comes into it’s 
own. Please be a real supporter and come down to the Rock this 
Saturday and bellow Park back into form. Let’s finish these last three 
matches the way we started the season.

Last Friday night the Rangers put up a good performance against 
Brunel University, who enjoy close links with Ealing Trailfinders, 
losing eventually by 19-31.  Our netball ‘first team’ put up a 
tremendous show in their bid to maintain their status as a Surrey 
Premier A side with a thrilling 42-41 win over one of the top sides, 
Alpha. The Park Reds beat Whitton B 71-10 to finish their season 
third in Div 5 of the Kingston League. The Park Blues had already 
completed their first season as undefeated Champions of Div 12.

Our visitors this Saturday, Cambridge, are having a very successful 
season after a poor start in which they lost their first three matches. 
Since then, they have suffered only a shock home defeat by Leeds 
(15-17) and a 9-0 away loss at Caldy.  They arrive at the Rock on a 
6-match unbeaten run.  Their Grantchester Road ground has 
frequently been a graveyard for Park’s hopes: we never seem to play 
well there. This season was no exception, when we lost 34-29 but 
could and should have won a match in which both sides scored five 
tries. We need to avenge that result this Saturday and your vocal 
support would be a great help.

If you happen to be holidaying in the Channel Islands this weekend, 
then the Rangers are away to Jersey in the Raging Bull League 
Division 1, kicking off at 1:30PM.

Chinnor 55
Rosslyn Park  19
National 1

Park looked a pale shadow of the side that bestrode the league table 
earlier this season. They simply crumbled against a good – but not 
outstanding – Chinnor side. It is hard to believe that side could 
produce such a stumbling collective performance.  Park must have 
missed more tackles than in the rest of the season put together, 
incurred three yellow cards and the great spirit that has carried them 
through more difficult matches than this one seemed to have 
thoroughly, inexplicably, deserted them until it was far too late.

At first, the play looked even, but on 6 minutes Park conceded a 
penalty on half way that eventually saw a good Chinnor move 
spread the ball to the right where winger Kieran Goss went in for a 
soft try, converted by full-back Nick Smith.

Only two minutes later ex-Park scrum half Luke Carter waltzed 
through his old club’s defence after Park lost the ball in contact, 
Smith’s conversion doubling the margin to 14-0.

Park put together a good attack but got themselves penalized before 

it produced anything. Back in their own territory they sinned again 
and Smith increased the lead to 17-0 with only 12 minutes gone.

The visitors eventually gained a penalty of their own, kicked to the 
corner but made a mess of the lineout. Fortunately they got a 
repeat but this time set up a decent catch-and-drive. The ball 
appeared to get squeezed out but number 8 Hugo Ellis reacted 
before the defence, seized the loose ball and got over the line. Fly 
half Harry Leonard converted for 17-7 on 20 minutes.

Hopes of a revival foundered as Park continued to make errors. On 
26 minutes the defence was all over the place and allowed Chinnor 
centre Sam Wayawaya to gallop through the middle for the 
conversion to stretch the lead to 24-7.

Things took a turn for the worse when Stuart Maguire had to be 
assisted from the field after only 30 minutes. Park conceded a 
penalty, kicked to the corner for a throw that was defended at the 
cost of another penalty and a yellow card, Dan Laventure being the 
unlucky player after a succession of team misdemeanors. Chinnor 
camped on the Park line and eventually Yawayawa got over for his 
second try, converted for 31-7 on 34 minutes.

There was still time for the home side to put together a good move 
for fly half Jack Walsh to score on the stroke of half time, the 
conversion bringing the interval at 38-7.

Hopes of a second-half revival were dashed after only 3 minutes 
when missed tackles allowed Goss to score his second try, 
converted for 45-7.

Five minutes later Chinnor gained a throw and hooker Mark 
Darlington went over past some slack defending for 50-7. 

It just got more shambolic. Park put together an attack but were 
penalized on the Chinnor 22, argued and were marched back 10 
metres. A further penalty brought another yellow card, this time 
Brandon Jackson taking one for the team.

On 61 minutes the lead extended to 55-7 when Smith ran in but 
could not convert his own try. 

It looked like further damage when Chinnor evaded several tackles 
in an attack up their right flank, but they incurred a penalty when the 
try looked on.

For the next few minutes it looked as if someone had thrown a 
switch. Park suddenly seemed to discover a cohesion and purpose. 
On 68 minutes Henry Spencer galloped through the middle to 
score, Leonard converting for 55-14.

Park continued to attack, gaining a 5 metre throw, setting up a 
perfectly-executed maul to drive over, Charlie Piper claiming the try 
for 55-19 on 74 minutes.

But the chance of a consolation four-try bonus point really 
disappeared with incurring yet another penalty and a third yellow 
card, this time Arthur Ellis being the one singled out.

It really was too bad to be true: let’s hope it is now out of the system 
before the next match.

Photo by Isabelle Lovell
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Park: Smith; Howard, Jackson, Cheeseman, Holland; Leonard; 
Baldwin; Dawe, Piper, Maguire; Spencer, Gray; Laventure, A Ellis, H 
Ellis.
Bench: Wade, Lovell, Flashman, Gash, Koster

Photos
The First XV photos in this Parknews are kindly supplied by Isabelle 
Lovell. In reproducing photos in Parknews it is always necessary to 
reduce the resolution (sharpness) in order to comply with file size 
limitations of the website. However you can purchase really good 
full-resolution copies and many other Rosslyn Park photos from 
Izzy’s website https://www.isabellelovellsports.co.uk

Don’t miss
Final League match, plus Annual Awards

Live music and DJ
Saturday 30 April

1st XV
v

Plymouth Albion
National 1

Home KO 3:00PM
FREE POST-MATCH ENTERTAINMENT
5:00PM - 7:00PM CLOGIRON play LIVE

7:30-9:00PM ANNUAL AWARDS
9:00PM UNTIL LATE: DJ JOE

Discounted advance tickets available from the 
Rosslyn Park website now, where you can also book 

for the pre-match lunch.

Rangers
Rangers 19
Brunel University 31
Raging Bull Div 1

Brunal have strong links with Ealing Trailfinders, so this was a 
difficult Friday evening for the Rangers. Rangers’ manager John 
Weatherall did his best to keep us posted on the progress of this 
match while carrying out his other duties (including constantly 
having to retrieve balls from behind the Stevenson stand). 

Brunel took an early lead with a converted try, then repeated the 
trick on 9 minutes to lead 14-0.

Park hit back with a driving maul on 12 minutes, converted for 7-14. 
Another driving maul on 28 minutes saw Park go into the interval at 
14-14.

Park took the lead with a try from a catch-and-drive 5 minutes into 
the second half but the conversion was missed for 19-14.

That was as good as it got: Brunel bagged two more tries and a 

penalty to claim the win.

Hooker Conrad Carkeet got two tries, flanker Ben Kirby got the 
other and fly half Owen Waters got the two conversions.

 Clubsides
Will Thorogood Reports: I have nothing to report on the 
Clubsides' front. No activity last weekend and nothing 
scheduled for this weekend. However, we should have a 
game on the 23rd April between the Nomads and KCS 2's. 
I'll update next week. Basically, the playing season for the 
Clubsides is more or less done and dusted.

Netball
Rosslyn Park 42
Alpha 41
Surrey League Division A
Matchday starting line-up: GK- Abby Mahal, GD- Charlotte Miller, 
WD- Faye Brown, C- Jude Lewis, WA- Milly Marsh, GA- Francesca 
Bennett, GS- Tara Ellis
Subs- Claire Shapland (C); Hannah McNally; Beth Hunt

A tough season in a tough league for the Surrey squad and this was 
no less than a must win game after a disappointing loss against 
Fairlands last time out.

Park started fast, making numerous turnovers in defence giving 
plenty of opportunities for the attack to convert. At the Q1 break, 
Park led by 7 (14-7). With three on the bench, Q2 saw attacking 
changes and slightly different combinations to keep fresh legs 
throughout. A tighter quarter where Alpha started to find their 
rhythm, draining long range shots despite the best efforts of the 
defence. Parks lead cut to 4 (22-18).

Further changes for Q3 with Francesca Bennett and Milly Marsh re-
entering the court at GA/WA respectively, Jude Lewis moving back 
to WD and Claire Shapland entering the court at Centre. Again an 
evenly matched quarter going goal for goal for the majority but with 
a last second effort from GS Tara Ellis we won the quarter by 1 to 
increase our lead to 5 goals entering the final 15 minutes (34-29).

Bs challenge at the lineout 
against Hammersmith & 
Fulham

Fours warm up before tackling HAC

Photo by John Weatherall

https://www.isabellelovellsports.co.uk/
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The same 7 on court 
played out Q4. The 
final score did not 
reflect the final 
quarter, with Park 
leading by 7 until the 
final few minutes. 
Credit to Alpha who 
came back at us 
incredibly strongly 
and Abby Mahal 
wholly justified her 
player of the match 
status by keeping us 
in the game time and 
time again 
taking clean 
intercepts at our 
defensive end. With 
the final whistle 
blowing we were 
unsure which way it 
had gone-  Park by 
1. Final score: Park 
42 - 41 Alpha

A really important 
win for Park in the 
context of the 

season to avoid relegation from the competitive Surrey Prem A 
division.

Player of the match (Away): Abby Mahal
Player of the match (Home): Abby Mahal & Jude Lewis

Rosslyn Park Reds 71
Whitton B 10
Kingston League Div 5
Matchday starting line-up: GK- Saskia Leppard, GD- Simone 
Quick, WD- Lucy Patterson, C- Hannah Gilbert, WA- Tash Eeles, 
GA- Bella Murrison, GS- Charli Hicks
Subs- Abby Mahal, Laura Garnier
 
For the last game of their season, Kingston Reds took on a less 
experienced Whitton team. Reds took the court with high energy, 
looking to end the season with a bang. A very dominant 
performance from Murrison (GA) got the Reds off to a flying start. 
Whitton struggled to get the ball into the circle with Leppard (GK) 
and Quick (GD) making it harder and harder. Q1 ended with only 1 
goal conceded, 19-1 to Park. 
 
 Q2 saw Laura Garnier come on as GS where both Murrison (GA), 
Eeles (WA) and Gilbert (C) continued to create space with ease and 
dominate the attacking half. Whitton really struggled to maintain 
possession with a very springy Patterson (WD) getting numerous 
interceptions. A strong scoring quarter ending 34-3.
 
Q3 saw a few changes with Hicks coming back on as GS, Garnier 
moving to WA, Patterson to C and Mahal to WD. This fresh legs 
and slight mix of positions leg to a powerful 3rd quarter. Whitton 
couldn't stop the attacking half with Hicks and Murrison continuing 
to drive the score line high. Leppard and Quick made it impossible 
for Whitton to score in this quarter and incepts from both Mahal 
(WD) and Patterson (C) meant that Park left the last quarter 59-3
 
Whitton picked up the pace in the last quarter, with the shooters 
getting into the groove and gaining some confidence meant that 
they score 7 goals in this quarter. Park continued to get the scores 
on the doors, ending the match with a new Club record of 71 goals. 
 
Players of the match went to Bella Murrison (GA) who had an 
exceptional game, with exceptional shooting. Reds look to end the 
season 3rd of their table and may not get the promotion they were 
after, this season has been very positive to achieve promotion next 
year. 

Youth & Mini Rugby
There will be another of the popular Easter Camps, run by Alex 
Davies of AE Elite Sports running on 13-14 April from 10:00 to 
15:00. The camps are aimed at players aged 7-15.

The Capital’s greatest Rugby Party The London 
floodlit 7’s – Now on sale!
Since its beginning in 1975 the Rosslyn Park London Floodlit 7s 
tournament has been a great way to end a long 15s season. An 
evening of high class rugby including sides from the Premiership, 
Championship, national leagues and top level universities all 
competing against each other. In past years it's not just been the 
team names but the players themselves that have attracted the 
crowds with the Premiership teams bringing along the likes of 
England's Danny Care, Ugo Monye, Chris Robshaw, James 
Haskell, to name a few.
 
This year’s London floodlit 7’s will take place on Thursday 05 May 
with gates opening at 4pm.
 
Come join us for a night of thrilling Sevens rugby in a party 
atmosphere like no other.
 
Tickets are only £10.00 per person and can be booked online here 
Book London Floodlit 7’s Tickets
 
Corporate Hospitality/ Sponsorship
 
Reserve your space now min 20 Guests
 

• Food included (Jolly Hogg)
• Private Bar (Refreshments served at club prices)
• Private DJ & Music
• Silent Auction
• Acknowledgement of your sponsorship via the digital 

Screen & Pitch Side branding
• Internal/ external Heaters
• Indoor/ Outdoor furniture

                       
Away travel
 For our final away trip of the season we pay our first ever visit to 
Tonbridge Juddians on 23 April. The ground is The Slade, 
Tonbridge, TN9 1HR and is just over half a mile from Tonbridge 
station. Essentially, looking at Google maps, from the station walk 
up into town and just past the Humphrey Bean Wetherspoons pub 
cross the River Medway and turn left to walk along the riverbank for 
a few yards, then turn right towards the ground. We have never 
been there before, but some who have report a decent clubhouse 
selling good beer, but pretty spartan beyond that: no seating or 
cover so just hope it’s a fine spring day! If you are thinking of 

Player of the 
match Abby 
Mahal

https://tickets.rosslynpark.co.uk/events/363452/info?distributionId=179761
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making a day of it the good news is that the CAMRA Good Beer 
Guide lists four pubs within half a mile of the station, five if you 
include Wetherspoons.

30 Years ago
It was 30 years ago this weekend that Rosslyn Park were relegated 
from the top division.  The final match at top level was away to 
Northampton.  Head Coach Hugh McHardy persuaded the 
Treasurer that there was a second XV match also taking place, thus 
securing a luxury double-decker coach for the occasion.  The 
second XV match never did take place, if indeed it ever existed 
anywhere other than Hughie’s imagination.  Northampton put on a 
barrel of beer for the Park players after the match, which led to their 
resisting all attempts by the Committee to leave at a reasonable 
time.  There lurks in hazy memory a recollection of stopping off at 
an off-licence in Northampton at about 9:00PM for supplies for the 
return trip. We failed to win a match all season, but managed to get 
a single draw away to London Irish. To celebrate, the President – 
Andy Ripley – had T shirts printed: “Rosslyn Park – the club with a 
point”. Ah, those amateur days.

Sponsorship Opportunities
With clubs financially reeling from the Covid crisis, sponsorship has 
never been  more important to clubs - and Rosslyn Park is certainly 
no exception to that rule. A very wide range of sponsorship 
advertising, marketing and promotional opportunities are available 
throughout the season with prices suitable for all budgets. These 
provide a very powerful and cost effective opportunity to promote 
your business.
Please do support our sponsors as they have supported us.
Please contact Kenneth Moore, via email 
Kenneth.Moore@Rosslynpark.co.uk or phone: 0208 876 
1879 to discuss how sponsorship at Rosslyn Park may fit with 
your own promotional plans.

Keep up to date
Keep in touch with everything happening at Rosslyn Park by 
regularly visiting the Club’s website at 
www.rosslynpark.co.uk
The club is also active in several social media channels:

Twitter: http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy

Facebook: http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV 

Instagram: http://bit.ly/34d652t 
 
YouTube: http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC 

Do you want to receive an email notification when ParkNews is 
published? If you wish to receive the weekly email notifications that 
ParkNews has been published (and are not already receiving them) 
please just email: parklife@rosslynpark.co.uk with "Send Me 
ParkNews" in the subject line.  You can also receive a tweet 
immediately Parklife appears on the website by following 
@RPNoseyParker on Twitter.

This Saturday
Saturday 16 April

1st XV
v

Cambridge
National 1

Home KO 3:00PM
Discounted advance tickets available 
from the Rosslyn Park website now, 
where you can also book for the pre-

match Ladies Day lunch.

FROM THE CHAIRMAN
The Chairman’s guide to communicating with members says that I 
should start this note after the last few weeks results with some 
comments about how life is a rollercoaster and that the nature of 
elite sport is that it does on occasion give you a sucker punch. The 
reality though is that the only word that can describe our emotions 
at the club the last few weeks has been gut-wrenching.

To have dropped off on form so massively, just as the season is 
climaxing, is numbing and it reminds us, cliché though it might be, 
that you are only as good as your last performance. As you might 
imagine, we are analysing the performance this season in detail to 
ensure that any lessons are learned and we can develop stronger 
next season with the appropriate leadership and structures in place.

The First XV now have 3 games left this season and an opportunity 
to salvage some pride. That starts this Saturday with the visit of 
Cambridge and our Ladies Day lunch. I know the team will hugely 
appreciate your support if you can make it as Cambridge will be 
looking to do the double on us and will also want to take advantage 
of our drop off of form.

Ladies Day is billed as a celebration of women’s sport and I wanted 
primarily, to say a few words about that. 

Probably the most successful area of the club this year, has been 
our women’s netball section who have grown from 2 to 3 sides and 
with that newest side,  the Rosslyn Park Blues not only winning 
their league but going unbeaten through the season. That many of 
the players were new to netball makes it even more remarkable and 
a testament both to the team and their coaches. Since the netball 
section started in 2019 it has grown from strength to strength and is 
fundamental to how we thrive as a community club. As we move 
forward our ambition is to be able to play fixtures at the club and we 
are looking at ways for how we can incorpate a suitable court(s) on 
our site.

Our women’s rugby section, the Slingbacks, unfortunately folded 
earlier this year having been established at the club since 1997 with 
this September marking 25 years since that founding. As we noted 
earlier in the season, this is not the end of women’s rugby at 
Rosslyn Park and Dom, KP and Julia Daffy, along with input from 
the Slingbacks, have been working on what structures we need in 
place to relaunch. A key element of that was the appointment of a 
new  Head Coach for Women’s rugby, Marc Turner. Marc has 
impressive coaching credentials including positions with England 
and Brazil. Marc will be at the club on Saturday and will be doing a 
Q&A. 

The next phase is to work on recruitment of the squad – Marc, no 
doubt, will outline so communication of the plans for the re-launch in 
the coming months. If any previous players or new players want to 
know more then please register your interest with Marc by email 
(marc.turner@rosslynpark.co.uk).

The third strand is to establish girl’s youth rugby at RP to allow girls 
to continue to play beyond the age of 11 when mixed rugby is 
currently not allowed by the regulations. Again, please register your 
interest with Marc and we will hopefully be able to launch in 
September with the new season.

Separately I’m sure the former Slingback players will me of the 
plans for that on Saturday but there will also be more formalwant to 
mark the twentyfifth anniversary of their founding and I suspect 
there will be an event to celebrate in due course.

I should also mention how brilliant it was to see the return of the 
HSBC National School 7s this year which, after 2 years of 
cancellation, came back stronger than ever, breaking the 10,000 
participant barrier and perhaps more excitingly having almost 1,000 
girls participating, almost double the total of only 4 years ago. I 
know many of you attend and will have seen what a fantastic week 
it was, blessed by incredible weather.  

Many of you kow that I am, by nature, a positive person, so I am 
hopeful that the last few weeks will prove a blip and we will see a 
return to form this Easter Saturday!  Adam Tyrer

tel:0208%20876%201879
tel:0208%20876%201879
http://www.rosslynpark.co.uk
http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy
http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV
http://bit.ly/34d652t
http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC

