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AWAY WIN EXTENDS PARK’S LEAD TO 6 POINTS
Welcome to Parknews, A 4-point away win sees Park extend
our lead at the top of the table to six points, with a game in hand
over our nearest rivals. However, this is no time to get carried
away. Last Saturday’s result went right down to the last play of
the match – and Leeds are the second-from-bottom club.
Having settled as a squad, they are now actually far better than
that position suggests and it would be a surprise if they went
down. But we have yet to play return matches against all the
other top sides – and when you’re top of the table every team is
that little bit more determined to beat you! There’s a long way to
go yet, especially with Covid hovering in the background.
Thanks to Nick Goddard for grabbing some photos at Leeds in
addition to his presidential duties. The only other Park side to
play at the weekend were the Rangers, who had a 64-0 win at
Wimbledon in the Raging Bull Shield, more of which later.
Returning to the Firsts, other results went in our favour last week. Caldy
defeated second-placed Cinderford 26-24, though that was in some
ways a two-edged sword because it brought Caldy up to third and only
seven points behind ourselves. Fourth-placed Sale are ten points behind
after losing 17-14 at Cambridge who are now level with them on points.
And one place behind them are this Saturday’s opponents, Taunton
Titans.

This weekend
The match at Taunton back in September was a tighter match than our
40-14 win might suggest. Taunton appeared almost overwhelmed in a
one-sided first half, but gained enough confidence as the second period
progressed to make a real contest of it. They had won their first two
matches, both away from home at Leeds (just down from the
Championship) and Darlington Mowden Park, one of the more fancied
sides. Both of those teams have since struggled and perhaps that gave
a false picture of the standard in National One. After that disappointing
first half (for them) Taunton have certainly proved to be fast learners!
They have gone on to defeat Rams and lost by only four points away to
Cinderford and come to the Rock on the back of a run of three
successive 5-point wins after completing the double over Darlington
Mowden Park last weekend. We expect an exciting match on Saturday
with plenty of attacking Rugby in this return fixture.
Kenny, our Commercial Manager, highlighted Saturday’s special offers:
30% off Draught Beers and Cider from 13:00 to 14:30
Pre Match Hospitality Lunch which comprises Fish Pie and Steamed
seasonal Green Vegetables, Pear & Ginger steamed pudding with
Custard and Cream, Cheese Board Lunch is served from 13:00 and the
cost is £30.00 per person. If you are not a Member, you can get
discounted tickets for our upcoming matches as follows:
Taunton Game 15 January 3pm kick off
https://tickets.rosslynpark.co.uk/events/362801/info?
distributionId=179761
Darlington Game 22 January 3pm kick off
https://tickets.rosslynpark.co.uk/events/362805/info?
distributionId=179761
Rescheduled Tonbridge Juddians Friday 4th February 8pm kick off
https://tickets.rosslynpark.co.uk/events/362145/info?
distributionId=179761
It’s also three matches for the price of one at the Rock on Saturday as
the clubsides return to action. At 12:15 the Fours are at home in a
curtain raiser against Chiswick Twos in the Middlesex Merit Premier
and, after the Firsts v Taunton, at 5:00PM the Nomads take on Reeds
Weybridge in the Surrey Championship. Please do support our
clubsides, the Clubhouse and food outlets will be open throughout and
after. Other than that, the Rangers are away to Leicester Lions in
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Lewis Jones gets the winning try at
Leeds [Photo by Nick Goddard]

Future events
Saturday 15 January
Curtain Raiser

Park Fours v Chiswick 2s
Middlesex Merit Premier
Home KO 12:15 PM

1st XV
v

Taunton Titans
National 1
Home KO 3:00PM

Park Nomads v Reeds
Surrey Championship
Home KO 5:00PM

Leicester Lions v Park
Rangers
Raging Bull Shield Div 1
Away KO TBA

Belsize Park 2s v B XV
Middlesex Merit Premier
Away KO TBA
Saturday 15 January

1st XV v Darlington MP
National 1
Home KO 3:00PM

Division 1 of the Raging Bull Shield and the B XV have an away
match at Belsize Park in Middlesex Merit Premier.
Less good news from our otherwise thriving Netball section, with
both scheduled matches off due to Covid. Let’s hope they can get
back on the court soon.

Leeds Tykes 13
Park 19
National 1

Park were made to fight every inch of the way by a determined qnd
much-improved Leeds Tykes side. An early knock-on by Leeds
deep in their own territory got Park off to a dream start. A big shove
saw an alert Arthur Ellis go over with only 2 minutes on the clock,
Craig Holland converting for 7-0.
Leeds’ first real attack came on 7 minutes, but Park defended well
to turn over possession and press deep in the opposition 22.
However, on 11 minutes Leeds were back level when what looked
like a rehearsed move from a scrum saw the Leeds right wing
break away to score a try that was converted for 7-7.
Park were back in front 5 minutes later when a penalty was
whacked to the corner, leading to a driving maul that saw Hugo Ellis
touch down for 12-7.
The lead was reduced on 22 minutes when Park were penalised at
the breakdown Lloyd slotted over the penalty for 12-10.
Both teams had their chances, but that was the half-time score.
Park began the second half hoofing a penalty to touch but were
themselves penalised before making anything of it.

A good kick from Holland was knocked on, leading to a Park lineout close to the line, but the drive was held up short of the line.
The deadlock was broken when Holland intercepted in the Leeds
half, sending Nick Scott away who, in turn, set up the try for Lewis
Jones. Holland’s conversion made it 19-10 on the hour.
Leeds never gave up and were increasingly taking the game to
Park and when Park were penalised at the breakdown to give them
an easy penalty – stroked over by Venables for 19-13 – it set up a
distinctly dodgy last 8 minutes.
Leeds had a penalty kicked to touch for a line-out but surrendered
the advantage by going in at the side. Another penalty into the Park
22 saw them penalised for the throw not being straight. The final
whistle saw Park still top of the table. Leeds are still in the
relegation zone – but on this showing they won’t be there for long.
Park: Henry Robinson; Brandon Jackson, Nick Scott, Lewis Jones,
Ben Howard; Craig Holland; Jack Gash; Kyle Traynor, Charlie Piper,
Austin Hay; Henry Spencer, Jamie Gray; Dan Laventure, Arthur
Ellis, Hugo Ellis(C)
Replacements: Jared Saunders, Ollie Dawe, Sam Garvey, Dave
Lewis, Harry Leonard
Tries: A Ellis 2' , H Ellis 11' , Jones 59'
Conversions: Holland 2',11',59'

Wimbledon II 0
Park Rangers 64
Raging Bull Shield Div 1
This match was played in truly awful conditions, and all credit to the
Wimbledon club for getting it on at all. The pitch was a gooey
mudbath and heavy rain fell almost incessantly. After about 9
minutes of a pretty evenly contested slog through the bog Park
broke the deadlock with a clever and incisive break by flanker Tyler
Bush, Luc Smith converting for 7-0.
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Luc Smith on target

Tyler Bush opens the scoring for the Rangers

Thereafter it was really no contest as a plucky, committed
Wimbledon side were outplayed in just about every department and
rarely troubled an excellent defence.
Park nearly scored again within a minute of the restart, the ball
squeezing over the goal line but a defender just touched down first.
There was not long to wait, though, as Park applied heavy pressure
and flanker Ben Kirby got over for 12-0.

ended beyond the dead ball area (mercifully touching down in
between) for 57-0. It left tracks as if a 4-wheel drive had been stuck
there.
The match finished when a 5-metre scrum saw Park get over again,
the conversion being drop-kicked and the referee sensibly blowing
the whistle to signal the retreat to the clubhouse. The match was well
refereed with commendable commonsense throughout, indeed the
ref’s only serious error was in recording the final result as 65-0 – it
should have been 64!

Will Burton on the attack

Some of Park’s handling and movement was superb considering
nigh on impossible conditions and a slippery ball. It was a real team
try that was next rounded off by full-back Will Foster sliding in
across the mud.
After that the floodgates just opened and there simply isn’t space to
record every try and scorer. A strength sapping rolling maul got
over, converted for 26-0. That was followed by another drive over,
again converted for 33-0 at the interval.
There was no respite for Wimbledon after the interval, Park
maintaining their grip on the game even as the bench emptied.
Almost from kick off another converted try made it 40-0.
Two tries up the left flank brought up 50-0.
A further try, slid in on the knees, started south of the tryline and

Owen Waters leads another Park attack
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A highlight was the debut at Senior level of young Jack Webster,
who started out as a Park mini and has played at every age-group
level at the club. Surely an encouragement to our many other
talented youngsters that you can do it!
Park: Will Foster; Josh Addams, Matty Edwards, Owen Walters,
Curtis Barnes; Luc Smith; Olli Veni; Jake Buckingham, Karl Gibson,
Josh Rasor; Callum McKenzie, Will Burton; Ben Kirby, Tyler Bush,
Alex McLean.
Bench: Conrad Carkeet, Osh Kearney, Rob Lind, Jack Webster, C
Stegman, Timi Oploade, Olly Rosillo.

Player Sponsorship
There are still some players yet to be sponsored this season. If you
or your company would like to join the band of player sponsors then
please contact Kenny Moore in the club office on 020 8876 1879 or
mobile 07818 415 376
You get:
PA announcement when your player scores a try
Company logo/name against player profile in match-day programme

Company logo/name against player profile on website
10 tickets for a 1st XV home game of your choice
Cost: £400 + VAT per player

up cheap advance tickets for Sale on 19 February. Sale play at
Heywood Rd, Sale M33 3WB. Manchester Piccadilly is the station to
book to, from where the Metro Tram service (about every 14
minutes) on the Altrincham line will take you close to the ground.
Brooklands station (one stop past Sale) is a 300 metre walk to the
ground but – if it is important to you – lacks a decent watering hole.
If you alight at Sale there is a pub but it’s a much longer walk to the
ground. The ground itself has a decent clubhouse BUT last time we
were there no proper ale. Note to senior citizens: your Freedom
Pass is not valid on the tram, you need to buy a ticket before you
ride.

Mini and Youth

Sponsorship Opportunities
With clubs financially reeling from the Covid crisis, sponsorship has
never been more important to clubs - and Rosslyn Park is certainly
no exception to that rule. A very wide range of sponsorship
advertising, marketing and promotional opportunities are available
throughout the season with prices suitable for all budgets. These
provide a very powerful and cost effective opportunity to promote
your business.
Please do support our sponsors as they have supported us.
Please contact Kenneth Moore, via email
Kenneth.Moore@Rosslynpark.co.uk or phone: 0208 876 1879 to
discuss how sponsorship at Rosslyn Park may fit with your
own promotional plans.

Keep up to date
Keep in touch with everything happening at Rosslyn Park by
regularly visiting the Club’s website at
www.rosslynpark.co.uk
The club is also active in several social media channels:

Three of our Park youngsters are out to emulate Will Collier, who
played every junior level at Park before making a Premiership
career with Harlequins: Jack Anstey (R) Seth Eely (middle) Tom
Penniceard (L).
Following the piece in the previous Parknews, the winner of the
£500 first prize in the December raffle, Michelle Pilkington, whose
son, Hugh, plays for the Park Under-12s generously diceded to use
the money to sponsor a player on behalf of the team. so the
Under-12s will be sponsoring Luke Baldwin this season.

Away travel

Twitter: http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy
Facebook: http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV
Instagram: http://bit.ly/34d652t
YouTube: http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC
Do you want to receive an email notification when ParkNews
is published? If you wish to receive the weekly email
notifications that ParkNews has been published (and are not
already receiving them) please just email:
parklife@rosslynpark.co.uk with "Send Me ParkNews" in the
subject line. You can also receive a tweet immediately
Parklife appears on the website by following
@RPNoseyParker on Twitter.

We make the relatively short journey to Bishops Stortford on 29
January. Stortford play at Silver Leys,
Hadham Road, CM23 2QE. By public
transport Bishops Stortford is the nearest
station, from London Liverpool Street
(though if you are handy to the tube it will
probably be easier to get the Victoria
Line to Tottenham Hale and change
there). A cheap day return purchased on
the day is usually the best bet in terms of
price. For those who prefer to make a
day of it, there are some decent old pubs
around the town but they don’t open
before noon, so need to rush (though
there is a Wetherspoons that opens for
breakfast). The ground is just about
walkable from the station (about a mile
and a half) but it isn’t a very pleasant
stroll so you’re probably better to budget
for cab, either from the station or from
the town centre. The club itself is a very
friendly place with a decent clubhouse
and salt-of-the-earth rugby people, but
unless things have changed since our
last visit there’s no cover or seating, so
do dress appropriately.

Park Rangers about to maul over the line against Wimbledon

It's not too early to be thinking of picking
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