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PARK START THE NEW YEAR TOP OF THE TABLE
Welcome to Parknews, the first of 2022, so happy New Year
to all our readers. It’s a short Parknews this week, as there
were no matches to report since the Tonbridge home game
was called off just before the Christmas break. That match has
been re-scheduled for Friday evening, 04 February, so
please make a note of that in your diaries. This Saturday, the
First XV are due to travel to Leeds, late Covid scares
permitting. It would be great to see and hear a good
supporting presence at the Headingley stadium, but if you have
not booked yet and are using public transport please do first
read the information about rail disruption further on. Closer to
home, the Rangers are away to Wimbledon (details later).
Among the Clubsides, the Bs and Fours are definitely off duty.
Will Thorogood reports that the Nomads are trying to arrange
their postponed Surrey Championship match against Cobham,
but whether or not that is possible is unlikely to be known
before this Parknews is posted on the website. Our NC
Rosslyn Park Surrey League netball team are due to play an
away match at Omega, but that is off and the netballers are not
optimistic of getting on court this month. Hopefully that will
change.
One caveat goes with the details in this newsletter, all matches are
subject to teams being able to play through the current Covid situation.
Clubs are testing their squads regularly and will call off matches where
that is the responsible thing to do, or they simply do not have enough
players available due to shielding, etc. We know from our own recent
experience that this can happen no matter how careful you are! So you
might want to check that matches are still on before you set off.

Leeds Tykes
The Tykes were relegated from the Championship last season, with
financial difficulties that saw most of their squad leave the club. Indeed
there was some doubt whether they would be able to even start the
season at one stage. However, the talismanic Phil Davies, who took the
club to the Premiership before leaving in unfortunate circumstances,
returned and – after enduring a nightmare start, losing six of their first
seven matches – looks to be working has magic again. After that poor
start, which included a 60-10 thrashing at the Rock in their second
match, they have won three of their last five games and picked up a total
of three bonus points in the two defeats. Although they are currently
second-from-bottom in the table (ahead of Tonbridge, level on points
with Plymouth Albion) on their present trajectory they should avoid
relegation, something that would have defied the expectations of even
their most die-hard fans towards the end of the last season.
The move back to Headingley is a one-off for this match, and Park have
not always enjoyed the best of times there. On one occasion, we turned
up and the ground authorities, as distinct from the Leeds club, said we
could not practice on the pitch before the match. Our then Coach Frank
Booth – himself a proud Yorkshireman – made it clear that if his team
could not practice on the pitch then they would not play on it! Frank’s
particular point was to orientate his kickers with the peculiarities of the
ground. The need for that was perhaps underlined when Park’s fullback, Stuart Burns set what was then (and may be still) a League
record, kicking seven penalties out of seven, a personal tally of 21
points – and still finished on the losing side!
Phil Davies has forged a great team spirit among his players and the
hiring of the palatial Headingley facilities is clearly a signal that they will
be “up” for this, and Park will need to put in a top performance if we are
to return with a win.
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Park on the attack in the home fixture with Leeds
Tykes earlier this season [Photo: © Isabelle Lovell]

Future events
Saturday January 08

Leeds Tykes
v

1st XV
National 1
Away (Headingley Stadium) KO 2:30PM

Wimbledon 2
v

Park Rangers
Raging Bull League Div 1
Away KO 2:00PM

Next 1st XV home match
Saturday 15 January

1st XV
v

Taunton Titans
National 1
Home KO 3:00PM
Match tickets and lunch bookings available now at
https://tickets.rosslynpark.co.uk/events/362801/info?
distributionId=179761

Incidentally, if any Park supporters are
getting up there early then Leeds are holding
a fund-raising lunch before the match with
the guest speaker Gareth Chilcott. Fulkl
details are on the Leeds Tykes website.

Photos

As alredy mentioned, the match will take
place at Headingley Stadium, Kirkstall Lane
– not the normal Leeds ground at the
Sycamores - kicking off at 2:30PM. Leeds is
the station to book to, however there are
major rail works this weekend and few if
any through trains from Kings Cross, so look
at travelling via Sheffield from St Pancras.
This may mean buying two tickets, one from
St Pancras to Sheffield and another from
Sheffield to Leeds on the Cross-Country
service. Therefore do allow longer than
usual to make the journey. Once you’ve got
there, from Leeds station a cab takes about
15 minutes but if you’re going straight to the
match you could be better (and cheaper)
catching the metro train onwards to Burley
Park (Headingley station is further away and
uphill). Burley Park Station is on the
Harrogate Line and is less than half a mile walk from the ground.
Trains run half hourly (29 and 59 past the hour) and should take
around five minutes. From the station walk north on Chapel Lane
and then turn left onto Newport Rd (about 130 yards) and left again
onto Newport View. The road turns right and you should see the
ground straight ahead. If you want a restorative pint near Leeds
station before travelling on then the Hop, beneath the Arches of
platform 17 is worth searching out – several ales from the Ossett
brewery plus changing beers from the Ilkley, Rat and Thornbridge
breweries. It’s a long time since we visited, but if you’re searching
for a watering hole nearer the ground then the Cardigan Arms at
364 Kirkstall Road is recommended by the CAMRA app, serving
four different ales from the Kirkstall brewery, plus two guest ales.

Rangers
If you can’t make Leeds but want to see the senior squad in action
after the break, then the Rangers are due to play away to the
Wimbledon in Division 1 of the Raging Bull League on Saturday,
kicking off at 2:00PM. If you’ve not been there before, the
Wimbledon ground is at the Beverley Meads Sports Ground,
Barham Road, Copse Hill, London, SW20 0ET (at the end of
Barham Road). If driving, Wimbledon ask please be sensitive to our
neighbours and park responsibly in the neighbourhood.
By Public transport, it is walkable from Raynes Park station,or take
57 bus from outside the front of the station going towards
Kingstonand travel 4 stops to Cottenham Park Road bus stop. Walk
towards the roundabout (which is in the same direction of the bus
travel and can be seen from the bus stop) and turn right up Copse
Hill. Turn left about 400 metres up Copse Hill onto Barham Road.
Alternatively, the 200 bus runs from Wimbledon and Raynes Park
train stations and also stops in Wimbledon Village. The closest bus
stop to the Club is the Wolfson Rehabilitation Centre and is 5
minutes walk from the Club. It’s also walkable from Wimbledon
Village, just walk along Ridgway, which becomes Copse Hill and
Barham Road is on the right, just after Copse Hill bears left.
The Wimbledon club have a very decent and friendly clubhouse
that does a good pint and cheap and cheerful Rugby nosh, so why
not go along and give the Rangers a shout?

Next First XV Home matches
The next National 1 League match at the Rock is on Saturday 15
January when we entertain Taunton Titans. The away match at
Taunton back in September was a tighter match than our 40-14 win
might suggest. Taunton appeared almost overwhelmed in a onesided first half, but gained enough confidence as the second period
progressed to make a real contest of it. They have gone on to
defeat Rams and lost by only four points away to Cinderford, so we
expect an exciting match with plenty of attacking Rugby in this
return fixture. If you are not a Member, you can get discounted
tickets at £12.50 (£15 if you pay on the gate) for our upcoming
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The First XV photos in this Parknews are kindly supplied by
Isabelle Lovell. In reproducing photos in Parknews it is always
necessary to reduce the resolution (sharpness) in order to
comply with file size limitations of the website. However you can
purchase really good full-resolution copies and many other
Rosslyn Park photos from Izzy’s website https://
www.isabellelovellsports.co.uk

matches as follows:

Taunton Game 15 January 3pm kick off
https://tickets.rosslynpark.co.uk/events/362801/info?
distributionId=179761
Darlington Game 22 January 3pm kick off
https://tickets.rosslynpark.co.uk/events/362805/info?
distributionId=179761
Rescheduled Tonbridge Juddians Friday 4th February 8pm kick off
https://tickets.rosslynpark.co.uk/events/362145/info?
distributionId=179761

Away travel
We make the relatively short journey to Bishops Stortford on 29
January. Stortford play at Silver Leys, Hadham Road, CM23 2QE.
By public transport Bishops Stortford is the nearest station, from
London Liverpool Street (though if you are handy to the tube it will
probably be easier to get the Victoria Line to Tottenham Hale and
change there). A cheap day return purchased on the day is usually
the best bet in terms of price. For those who prefer to make a day of
it, there are some decent old pubs around the town but they don’t
open before noon, so need to rush (though there is a Wetherspoons
that opens for breakfast). The ground is just about walkable from
the station (about a mile and a half) but it isn’t a very pleasant stroll
so you’re probably better to budget for cab, either from the station
or from the town centre. The club itself is a very friendly place with a
decent clubhouse and salt-of-the-earth rugby people, but unless
things have changed since our last visit there’s no cover or seating,
so do dress appropriately.
It's not too early to be thinking of picking up cheap advance tickets
for Sale on 19 February. Sale play at Heywood Rd, Sale M33 3WB.
Manchester Piccadilly is the station to book to, from where the
Metro Tram service (about every 14 minutes) on the Altrincham line
will take you close to the ground. Brooklands station (one stop past
Sale) is a 300 metre walk to the ground but – if it is important to you
– lacks a decent watering hole. If you alight at Sale there is a pub
but it’s a much longer walk to the ground. The ground itself has a
decent clubhouse BUT last time we were there no proper ale. Note
to senior citizens: your Freedom Pass is not valid on the tram, you
need to buy a ticket before you ride.

Important correction
There were two errors in the piece on league structure and
promotion in the previous Parknews, both due to the Editor slightly
mis-hearing the information that he was being told. Firstly, it is not
true that the RFU had refused London Scottish’s request to leave
the English structure and join a Scottish competition. What was said

was that they were “minded to refuse”. Also Bill Sweeney was not
actually on the Working Party, but was said to be taking a keen
interest in it. They may be minor differences but when rumours are
rife it’s important not to leave inaccurate information out there.

Generous gesture
To be reading this, you are probably aware that the club is holding a
raffle in aid of our cardiac monitoring, with the first draw taking
place at the end of December. The winner of the £500 first prize
was Michelle Pilkington, whose son, Hugh, plays for the Park
Under-12s (coached by Graham Boardman). On consulting with
Hugh as to what to do with the winnings, they decided to sponsor a
First XV player, linking the Under-12s with the senior squad in the
real spirit of “one club”. As we went to press there was no decision
yet as to who that player would be, but thanks Michelle and Hugh
for a most generous gesture.

Mouthguards
If you are thinking of buying a new mouthguard we have received
the following message from OPRO; “As a thank you for your
continued support, OPRO would like to offer you a discount code to
use at www.opro.com and www.opromouthguards.com against any
mouthguard of your choice and this doesn’t have to be for you. The
code oprotreat20 gives you 20% off any purchase”.

Player Sponsorship
There are still some players yet to be sponsored this season. If you
or your company would like to join the band of player sponsors then
please contact Kenny Moore in the club office on 020 8876 1879 or
mobile 07818 415 376
You get:
PA announcement when your player scores a try
Company logo/name against player profile in match-day
programme
Company logo/name against player profile on website
10 tickets for a 1st XV home game of your choice
Cost: £400 + VAT per player

Sponsorship Opportunities
With clubs financially reeling from the Covid crisis, sponsorship has
never been more important to clubs - and Rosslyn Park is certainly
no exception to that rule. A very wide range of sponsorship
advertising,
marketing and
promotional
opportunities
are available
throughout the
season with
prices suitable
for all budgets.
These provide
a very powerful
and cost
effective
opportunity to
promote your
business.
Please do
support our
sponsors as
they have
supported us.
Please
contact
Kenneth
Moore, via
email
Kenneth.Moor
e@Rosslynpar
k.co.uk or
phone: 0208
876 1879 to
discuss how
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sponsorship at Rosslyn Park may fit with your own promotional
plans.

Keep up to date
Keep in touch with everything happening at Rosslyn Park by
regularly visiting the Club’s website at
www.rosslynpark.co.uk
The club is also active in several social media channels:
Twitter: http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy
Facebook: http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV
Instagram: http://bit.ly/34d652t
YouTube: http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC

Do you want to receive an email notification when ParkNews
is published? If you wish to receive the weekly email
notifications that ParkNews has been published (and are not
already receiving them) please just email:
parklife@rosslynpark.co.uk with "Send Me ParkNews" in the
subject line. You can also receive a tweet immediately
Parklife appears on the website by following
@RPNoseyParker on Twitter.

