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Welcome to 
Parknews 
The two points 
gained at 
Cambridge 
see Park 
stretch their 
lead at the top 
of the table to 
eight points. It 
was not by 
any means our 
best day at the 
office, with 
mistakes and 
poor discipline 
leading to a 
disappointing defeat. However, before that the news that 
everyone has been waiting for is that the RFU report on the 
future structure of the League was given to the National 
Leagues’ Committee yesterday evening. So more of Cambridge 
later.

Promotion
Last night (Monday) the National Clubs representatives received the 
long-awaited report on the future structure of the leagues, in particular 
that of the Championship. Disappointingly it did not finally resolve the 
problem of how many clubs will be promoted from National 1 at the end 
of this season: it is still in the range of 1-3. However, it does at least help 
define the parameters within which we are operating.

The important decision was that the Championship will still comprise just 
12 clubs next season.  It will gradually expand to 14 clubs by 2024-25 
season, which implies two clubs being promoted each season in 23-24 
and 24-25. The feeling of the working party was that expanding the 
Championship immediately to 14 – which would have implied promoting 
as many as four clubs from National 1 – would dilute the standards in 
the Championship and bring about mis-matches.

The uncertainty hinges on whether Ealing Trailfinders win the 
Championship this season, where they currently enjoy a three point lead 
over Cornish Pirates. Ealing have reached agreement with Queens Park 
Rangers FC to play their home matches at Loftus Road if promoted. 
Cornish Pirates have not applied to have their ground assessed for 
Premiership status, so if they were to pip Ealing for the title no club 
would be promoted to the Premiership, consequently only one club 
would be promoted from National 1. It is understood that the only other 
Championship club to apply to have their ground assessed are 
Doncaster, but they are currently 10 points adrift of Ealing, and may well 
not fit the criteria anyway.  If Ealing are promoted then two clubs will be 
promoted from National 1.

There is another unknown in the position of London Scottish.  They have 
applied to leave the RFU structure in order to play in a Scottish 
competition next season. The RFU has refused them permission. It is 
possible that London Scottish might resort to law to break free, or even 
spend a season outside of the league structure playing ‘friendlies’. Were 
either to happen that could create a further vacancy.

To add to the uncertainty, the whole arrangement still has to be ratified 
at the February meeting of the RFU Council.  However, such is the 
seniority of some of the members of the working party (including RFU 
chief Bill Sweeney) it seems a remote possibility that they would not just 

Future events
Saturday December 18

1st XV
v

Tonbridge Juddians
National 1

Home KO 3:00PM
Match tickets available now on the website and 

there may be just a few Christmas lunch bookings 
available if you’re quick

Richmond Saxons v Rangers
Raging Bull League

Away KO TBC

Saturday January 08

Leeds Tykes v 1st XV
National 1

Away (Headingley) KO 2:30PM

Following 1st XV home match
Saturday 15 January

1st XV
v

Taunton Titans
National 1

Home KO 3:00PM
Match tickets and lunch bookings available now on 

the website

PROMOTION NUMBERS THIS SEASON: THE “DECISION”
Park warm up before the match at Cambridge  last 
Saturday. Apologies but we have no match photos  beyond 
the ones already featured in the club’s National 1 Bulletin, 
but there is a match report inside.
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apply the rubber stamp.

Last weekend
To return to last weekend, scoring five tries away from home would 
satisfy most teams but this Park team set higher standards and will 
be as disappointed as anyone that they didn’t on this occasion rise 
to them. But we need to keep some perspective: all the while 
Rugby is played by humans and not machines there will be the odd 
occasion where the pieces don’t quite fit together and this was only 
our second defeat of the season and this Saturday’s match is the 
half way point. It’s interesting that we played that intense physical 
battle with Chinnor the previous Saturday and they also suffered a 
surprise defeat – at home to Bishops Stortford. Our squad is as fit 
or fitter than any in this division but they are not full-time 
professional athletes. They’ll be back and raring to go this Saturday 
and your vocal support would really help. Other clubs would give 
their eye teeth to be in the position Park have played themselves 
into – whatever Saturday’s results throw up we shall enter the New 
Year at the top of the table.

Elsewhere, Cinderford surrendered second place on points 
difference after losing by 26-7 at Darlington Mowden Park, 
overtaken by Sale following their 34-28 away win at Blackheath. 
With fully 17 matches yet to be played, Sale and Cinderford are on 
47 points to our 55. Five points behind them in fourth, and sneaking 
up the table are Caldy (who beat Rams by 20-3) and Chinnor who 
went down to a surprise defeat at home 19-23 to Bishops 
Stortford). Cambridge’s win on Saturday takes them into sixth, 15 
points behind ourselves.

Friday night’s Rangers match against Richmond was called off late 
on. Elsewhere around the club, the 4s v Bs match was called off 
due to lack of players, but the Nomads did manage to play (see 
Will Thorogood’s piece later). Unfortunately the netball also had to 
be called off due to a single case of Covid.

This weekend
This Saturday we meet Tonbridge Juddians. So far as we are aware 
it will be the first meeting between the two clubs at any level. The 
present club was formed in 1999 by a merger of two much older 
clubs: Tonbridge and Old Juddians, and started life at the present 
ground, The Slade, with a previous ground at Avebury Avenue 
being sold for redevelopment.  Of the two original clubs Tonbridge 
dates back to 1904, and the Old Juddians to 1928. The combined 
club endured a less than glorious start, slipping from London 
League 2 South to London 4 South East. However they recovered 
and after successive promotions 2016-7 saw them take National 3 
(London & SE) title to reach the dizzying heights of National 2 
South. After narrowly missing out on promotion, they made it to 
National 1 at the end of the last completed season, finishing second 
to Rams but winning the North v South runners-up play-off. Thus far 
they have not set National 1 ablaze, and sensibly have not thrown 
money they don’t have at the project. But in coming this far in just 
20-odd seasons there is a clear warning not to write them off yet.
 
Tonbridge are currently at the foot of the table, having so far 
secured just two wins and a draw.  One of those wins was a 30-21 
victory, including a 4-try bonus, over Sale which shows their 
potential. Away from home they have yet to taste victory, but they 
did perform the rare feat of soring 6 tries at Caldy – only to lose by 
47-40. It is not uncommon for newly promoted clubs that don’t 
splash out on a few more experienced players to initially find the 
pace of the game at National 1 level a bit difficult.  Tonbridge have 
not yet suffered a really big points difference against them and may 
well yet rise to a position of safety and establish themselves in 
National 1. They gave every sign of that last Saturday with the 
narrowest of defeats by Taunton Titans (21-24) Park will need to 
play well to ensure that we do not become the first victims of that 
recovery.

Saturday is our last match before the New Year, when we travel to 
Leeds on 08 January 2022, with the Rangers also due to play that 
day. The Clubsides and netball resume the following Saturday.  You 
have to be of a certain age to recall the traditional New Years Day 
fixture against Wasps that regularly drew some 1500 spectators, 
and probably on life support to remember the Christmas tours when 

the club would go away to play west country teams on Christmas 
Eve and Boxing Day. It seems strange that matches during the 
festive season were the norm in the amateur days but impossible 
nowadays, but in our commercial world that may have more to do 
with spectators having other things to do than the players.  And, of 
course, if you couldn’t field your strongest side in those days there 
were no league points at stake anyway.

Match report 
Cambridge 34
Park 29
National 1

This was a match that Park could and should have won but they let 
themselves down by a string of errors and simple indiscipline. 
Cambridge played as if beating the league leaders was the only 
thing that ever mattered to them and the combination of the two 
largely explains the result. It didn’t help that Henry Robinson had to 
be withdrawn at the last moment, meaning Ben Howard switched to 
full-back with Brandon Jackson replacing him on the wing, travelling 
reserve Harry Leonard coming onto the bench.

Park had the early advantage, winning a penalty kicked to touch 
deep in Cambridge territory but unfortunately Brandon Jackson 
spilled the ball when a try looked inevitable. Fortunately the winger 
made up for the error on 6 minutes when Luke Baldwin fielded a 
clearance and sent Ben Howard away, who then shipped the ball on 
for Jackson to run a good line and score under the posts.  Craig 
Holland added a simple conversion for 7-0.

Park were pinged for not releasing on halfway and from the penalty 
Cambridge mounted a big attack. There were successive kicks to 
the corner as Park offended, but the defence held until Koteczky 
tried something different, putting in a neat chip for Wand to run onto 
the ball and score on 18 minutes, Koteczky himself slotting the 
conversion to put the scores level at 7-7 on 18 minutes.

Cambridge enjoyed a good period of play and took the lead on 24 
minutes when Matt Hema charged over from a scrum. The 
conversion was missed, but the home side took the lead by 12-7.

Only four minutes later Park looked to have snatched back the 
advantage when, following a lineout, Hugo Ellis looked to have 
scored but the referee ruled that he had bumped into a team mate 
and ruled accidental offside. Shortly after that Phil Cokanasiga 
knocked on when a try looked certain. Park got a penalty for a high 
tackle, but Holland missed touch. It seemed nothing would go right 
for the visitors.

But on the stroke of half-time it finally clicked with a succession of 
pick-and-drives at the Cambridge line were repelled until Hugo Ellis 
powered over, Holland converting for 14-12.

It was another blow for Park when Gregor Gillanders’ first half injury 
ruled him out of the restart. 

With only two minutes gone, Park conceded a penalty when Austin 
Hay was ruled to have tackled a man without the ball. Koteczky 
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reclaimed the lead for Cambridge at 15-14 and Hay was sent to the 
sinbin.

Park’s 14 men took the game to the hosts, who were penalised at a 
maul, Holland kicking to the corner. A good build up released 
Jackson to grab his second try in the left corner and the lead to 
swing back to Park at 19-15 on 46 minutes.

That lead lasted only two minutes until Ward grabbed his second 
try, running from inside his own half and Kopeczky converting for 
22-19 on 48 minutes.

Park again came back when Cambridge collapsed a maul allowing 
Holland to kick to the corner and Nick Scott got over the line to 
reclaim the lead at 24-22 and secure the 4-try bonus. 

Park went for the win, but were undone by an interception by Joey 
Patrick who ran 70 metres to touch down for a home lead at 27-24 
on the hour.

Park returned to the attack and drew a penalty, but Harry Leonard – 
who had only just entered the fray – put it marginally wide.

Park were penalised on the Cambridge 22 and were marched back 
10 metres for arguing but then Luke Baldwin insisted on adding his 
own two penn’orth which cost Park another 10 metres and their 
scrum half to the sinbin on 72 minutes.

With two minutes of normal time to go, Park knocked in their own 
22 and were penalised at the resulting scrum. Cambridge kicked to 
the corner and set up a maul. Park defended well but eventually 
cracked and the referee awarded a penalty try, sending Arthur Ellis 
to the bin, giving the hosts a 34-24 lead in added time.

A man short, Park went all out to rescue at least the losing bonus 
point and won a lineout in the home 22, diving over for Nick Lovell 
to touch down. Park came away with two league points, but left 
three behind.
Park: Ben Howard; Benji Marfo, Nick Scott, Phil Cokanasiga, 
Brandon Jackson; Craig Holland; Luke Baldwin; Ollie Dawe , 
Charlie Piper, Austin Hay; Dylan Flashman,Gregor Gillanders; Dan 
Laventure, Arthur Ellis, Hugo Ellis (C)
Bench:  Sam Garvey,  Nick Lovell, Henry Spencer, Jack Gash, 
Harry Leonard

Clubsides
by Will Thorogood
I would like to wish, all concerned and involved, you, a very Happy 
Christmas. It has been a strange first half of the season, and at 
times, a struggle, for Park sides, and other clubs, because of the 
"Nature of the Beast" around us! However, on most occasions, we 
have managed to get sides out, week by week, and thank you for 
your hard work, particularly the skippers. Being a captain can be a 
difficult, thankless and frustrating task. You are respected " Jacks of 
all Trades", (Administrators, Diplomats, Motivators, Psychologists, 
Mentors, Organisers, Generals on and off the field, Coaches, Kit 
Men and Players ), and Masters of Saturdays' Destiny. 

Last Saturday's Destiny was, to a degree, not as one would have 

liked. Unfortunately, some scheduled games did not take place. 

Both, late in the week, the local derby, B's v 4's (player availability), 
game to be rearranged,, and Rangers v Richmond Vikings, had to 
be called off. Thanks to all who reacted and responded, in the 
match day process, to ensure everyone was aware of the "state of 
play, or no play". Frustrating, all the same, these games were not 
played. As ever, let's stay positive, and we will try again!

The Nomads did, however, play their Surrey Championship game 
against Law Society 2's on Saturday afternoon. Not that getting the 
show on the road didn't have its problems because it did! However, 
they did perform, and came away with an exciting 33-33 draw. 
From what I have been told by Tom Schorn, skipper, the Nomads 
started out with 14 men (could have and should have been more), 
and ended up playing with only 13 in the second half. With typical 
Nomadic spirit and tenacity, I understand the game was played 
from end to end, in Champagne Style! Two late tries brought the 
Nomads up to level pegging, and that's how it stayed. 33 all.

No Clubsides' games this weekend, so a bit of a holiday for all, but 
part 2 of the campaign will recommence in January. Maybe, see 
some or most of you on Saturday at the Christmas lunch/Party and 
the 1's v Tonbridge Juddians, subject to the Gods above?
18th December: Rangers v Richmond Saxons Away

Minis and Youth

There will be a Kicking masterclass at the Rock on 22nd 
December from 10-2pm, aimed at ages 9-15, with premiership 
rugby stars attending!!! Tthere may still be one or two places 
available, to book please head to www.aaelitesports.com 

Netball
Unfortunately the netball had to be called off late on Friday last 
week due to a player testing positive for Covid. That was the last 
match before the New Year. Our strongest and original NC Rosslyn 
Park (Surrey) side stand seventh in the Surrey League A and 
resume on 08 January with an away match against fourth placed 

http://www.aaelitesports.com
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Omega A. Our two teams in the Kingston Leagues have done really 
well. The Reds are currently second in Division 5 and will resume 
on 15 January with a home match against Whitton. The Blues, in 
their first season, have exceeded even the best expectations, 
topping Division 12 and so far unbeaten. They also re-start on 15 
January with a home match – in their case against Spencer. 

Caption contest

Our President Nick Goddard reported, “Lovely chat with Jeffrey 
Archer yesterday at Cambridge. Took my mind off the game to a 
large extent”. It was accompanied by this photo that Nick took of the 
author and peer. What do you think Lord Archer is saying? Editor’s 
note: whilst Parknews is broad minded  it is freely available on the 
internet, so please remember that Lord Archer can afford a decent 
lawyer.

Away travel
It’s certainly not too early to be getting cheaper rail tickets for Leeds 
Tykes on 08 January. The match will take place at Headingley 
Stadium, Kirkstall Lane, kicking off at 2:30PM. Leeds (from Kings 
Cross) is the station to book to, however there are major rail 
works that weekend and if the few through trains don’t suit you, 
look at travelling via Sheffield from St Pancras.  From there a cab 
takes about 15 minutes but if you’re going straight to the match you 
are better catching the metro train onwards to Burley Park 
(Headingley station is further away and uphill). Burley Park Station 
is on the Harrogate Line and is less than half a mile walk from the 
ground. Trains run half hourly (29 and 59 past the hour) and should 
take around five minutes. From the station walk north on Chapel 
Lane and then turn left onto Newport Rd (about 130 yards) and left 
again onto Newport View. The road turns right and you should see 
the ground straight ahead. Return trains are at 13 and 43 past the 
hour.  You could try booking straight through to Burley Park, but 
generally it is cheaper to book the main journey well in advance and 
then get a cheap day return to cover the local service. If you want a 
restorative pint near Leeds station before travelling on then the 
Hop, beneath the Arches of platform 17 is worth searching out – 
several ales from the Ossett brewery plus changing beers from the 
Ilkley, Rat and Thornbridge breweries. It’s a long time since we 
visited, but if you’re searching for a watering hole nearer the ground 
then the Cardigan Arms at 364 Kirkstall Road is recommended by 
the CAMRA app, serving four different ales from the Kirkstall 
brewery, plus two guest ales.

That is followed by a short trip to Bishops Stortford on 29 January. 
Stortford play at Silver Leys, Hadham Road, CM23 2QE.  By public 
transport Bishops Stortford is the nearest station, from London 
Liverpool Street (though if you are handy to the tube it will probably 
be easier to get the Victoria Line to Tottenham Hale and change 
there).  A cheap day return purchased on the day is usually the best 
bet in terms of price. For those who prefer to make a day of it, there 
are some decent old pubs around the town but they don’t open 
before noon, so need to rush.  The ground is just about walkable 
from the station (about a mile and a half) but it isn’t a very pleasant 
stroll so you’re probably better to budget for cab. The club itself is a 
very friendly place with a decent clubhouse and salt-of-the-earth 
rugby people, but unless things have changed since our last visit 
there’s no cover or seating, so do dress appropriately.

Cardiac Monitoring
The club’s new Cardiac Monitoring programme, available to all 
playing members, has drawn praise from throughout the sport and 
beyond. However, like everything else, it does take money to 
provide the service. Dom has written to members inviting them to 
take part in a raffle to help defray the costs of this important player 
welfare initiative.

The Prizes
ALL of which are included in EVERY monthly draw

£500
RP Kit Hamper

Two VIP tickets to the London Floodlit 7s in Corporate Marquee 
(Food & Drinks included)

Training session with 1st XV coaching team for an age group
Meal for 4 at the Hand in Hand, Wimbledon

(value £100 per meal)
Free of charge use of the Club House or Obolensky Bar for an 

event
Pre-match lunch for two people at a 1st XV match of winners choice

Mixed 6 Bottle Case of Wine

https://rosslynpark.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f37049d54760df77d3372a65f&id=75570adc2d&e=773f5060e8
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Plus from our wonderful Sponsors in the December Draw

Spoke London - £100 Voucher from Spoke of London
Serious Stuff - One Puffa Jacket or Festival Coat

FRANKE - A Coffee Machine worth £600.00 
Train Inside Out - One Foundation Class plus One free class

Savills - £200.00 Fortnum & Mason Hamper
BMS - £200.00 Fortnum & Mason Hamper

Zest Property Services Domestic Boiler Service (worth £180+VAT)
Richmond Physiotherapy - Free Massage 
Heineken - Bottle of Hendricks Gin (70cl)

Heineken - Magnum of Moet Chandon Champagne (worth £75.00)
Sambrook's Brewery - Special Christmas Box (worth £50.00)

Additional Prizes will be added weekly For the latest list of prizes 
and winners visit the RPFC Raffle Giveaway page on the website 
Tickets cost just £50.00 and are for entry into all 3 draws
BUY TICKETS ONLINE HERE
Terms and Conditions
One ticket buys one entry into each raffle draw. The first raffle will 
be drawn on the 31st December 2021, the second raffle will be 
drawn on the 31st January 2022 and the third raffle will be drawn on 
the 28th February 2022. Prize winners will be randomly selected 
and notified in person and announced on all Rosslyn Park Media 
channels. Raffle prizes are final and cannot be exchange for any 
other prize or cash.

Mouthguards
If you are thinking of buying a new mouthguard we have received 
the following message from OPRO; “As a thank you for your 
continued support, OPRO would like to offer you a discount code to 
use at www.opro.com and www.opromouthguards.com against any 
mouthguard of your choice and this doesn’t have to be for you. The 
code oprotreat20 gives you 20% off any purchase”.

Player Sponsorship
There are still some players yet to be sponsored this season. If you 
or your company would like to join the band of player sponsors then 
please contact Kenny Moore in the club office on 020  8876 1879 or 
mobile 07818 415 376 

You get:
PA announcement when your player scores a try
Company logo/name against player profile in match-day 
programme
Company logo/name against player profile on website
10 tickets for a 1st XV home game of your choice
Cost: £400 + VAT per player

400 Club
The Decemberwinners are £100 Michael Engelbach, £50 Barbara 
Peacock and £25 R A Hurst.

Sponsorship Opportunities
With clubs financially reeling from the Covid 
crisis, sponsorship has never been  more 
important to clubs - and Rosslyn Park is 
certainly no exception to that rule. A very 
wide range of sponsorship advertising, 
marketing and promotional opportunities are 
available throughout the season with prices 
suitable for all budgets. These provide a very 
powerful and cost effective opportunity to 
promote your business.

Please do support our sponsors as they 
have supported us.
Please contact Kenneth Moore, via email 
Kenneth.Moore@Rosslynpark.co.uk or 
phone: 0208 876 1879 to discuss how 
sponsorship at Rosslyn Park may fit with 
your own promotional plans.

Keep up to date
Keep in touch with everything happening at 

Rosslyn Park by regularly visiting the Club’s website at 
www.rosslynpark.co.uk
The club is also active in several social media channels:
Twitter: http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy
Facebook: http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV 
Instagram: http://bit.ly/34d652t  
YouTube: http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC 
Do you want to receive an email notification when 
ParkNews is published? If you wish to receive the weekly 
email notifications that ParkNews has been published (and 
are not already receiving them) please just email: 
parklife@rosslynpark.co.uk with "Send Me ParkNews" in the 
subject line.  You can also receive a tweet immediately 
Parklife appears on the website by following 
@RPNoseyParker on Twitter.

https://rosslynpark.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f37049d54760df77d3372a65f&id=ee6dde4af6&e=773f5060e8%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://rosslynpark.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f37049d54760df77d3372a65f&id=82a96a38d1&e=773f5060e8%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.opro.com
http://www.opromouthguards.com
tel:0208%20876%201879
http://www.rosslynpark.co.uk
http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy
http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV
http://bit.ly/34d652t
http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC

