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BONUS POINT AWAY WIN FOR PARK

Welcome to Parknews A four-try bonus point win away from home

at Birmingham Moseley was a fair reward for a committed Park
performance, if not our prettiest. Although the pack will grab the
headlines, contributing all our tries and gaining mastery over their
opponents, the win was based on superb tackling throughout the team.
Unfortunately the result still leaves us seven points behind the leaders,
Cinderford, on 38 points (though with a match in hand). They beat
Bishops Stortford 55-39, though they had to come back with two tries in
the last 10 minutes to clinch it. Sale moved ahead of Rams (having
played one game more) after a good 32-15 away win at Darlington
Mowden Park. Rams did not play, so remain on 31 points and this
coming Saturday entertain Cinderford. Chinnor’s aspirations suffered a
major setback, conceding three tries in the last six minutes to allow
relegation-threatened Plymouth Albion to come back from 36-22 down to
win by 41-36!

Match photos in this Parknews are by Nick Goddard

This weekend
It’s an extended weekend at the Rock, starting on Thursday evening,
more of which later, but the highlight is the Firsts at home on Friday
night in a floodlit local Derby with our old friends and rivals
Blackheath, who arrive off the back of an impressive 6-try defeat of
Taunton Titans (42-19). These Friday night Local Derbies always create
a great atmosphere and attract a good attendance. With people arriving
straight from work it’s always a challenge to get latecomers in as quickly
as possible. There are two things you can do help both the club and
yourself: firstly arrive as early as possible (the clubhouse will open early
to accommodate this) secondly, if you are not a full-member buy your
ticket in advance. As well as speeding up entrance, buying an advance
ticket at £12.50 will save you money as admission on the night is £15. In
addition to the standard ad hoc bars and catering, there is a two-course
meal available if booked in advance, which might be just the thing if
coming direct from work.
Blackheath are among our oldest rivals in the game. We first met their
Second XV in 1885, though it was not until 1890 that we were
considered strong enough to face their First XV. We have enjoyed a
friendly rivalry ever since and many good players and officials have
served both clubs. Before last weekend Blackheath had been enduring
a poor season by their own high standards, but look behind the bare
results and they have played a lot of frustratingly close matches that
could easily have gone the other way if Lady Luck had switched sides.
In five away matches they have recorded a single win (over Tonbridge
Juddians) but they have
picked up at least the losing
bonus in all but one of the
other four matches, and in
that one they missed it by a
single point (losing by eight
points, 28-34 at Chinnor)
and even then they got the
four-try bonus. They lost by
two points at Birmingham
Moseley and by a single
point at Leeds Tykes.
Fortune may now have
swung their way and –
especially as they have
often been a “bogey” club
for Park in the past - we
shall need to be very much
on our guard and on our
best form to stop them. In
any case, history shows
that you can usually throw
the form book out of the
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Future events
Thursday 18 November

Park Rangers v
Wimbledon
Raging Bull League
Home KO 7:30PM
Admission Free

Friday Night Local Derby
Friday 19 November

1st XV
v

Blackheath
National 1
Home 8:00PM
Beat the crowds and save money by getting your
match ticketrs in advance. Enjoy our famous prematch evening hospitality in a relaxed and informal
way inside The Clubhouse. Our Executive Chef will
be preparing a delightful and sumptuous 2 course
meal.Book your match tickets and/or meal here.
Saturday 20 November
Internationals live in the clubhouse

England v South Africa
KO 3:15PM

Wales v Australia
KO 5:30 PM
Free - all welcome

window at these Local Derbies. We know that Blackheath will – as
usual – bring a lot of vocal support: your full throated support for
our side will be a great help.
Before that on Thursday evening the Park Rangers tackle
Wimbledon in the Raging Bull League, kicking off at 7:30PM.
There is no admission charge for that one and the Clubhouse will
be open, so why not come along to support the wider Senior
Squad. Wimbledon are a well-coached outfit, who have quietly
risen up the tables at First XV level (despite our pinching their
skipper Dan Laventure a couple of seasons back) so it should be a
competitive match. All the Rangers’ matches this season have
seem enterprising and entertaining rugby.

conversion on 34 minutes.
As the interval approached Moseley launched a big attack, but
Park’s defence matched it, eventually turning over possession and
putting the ball out of play to bring half-time at 14-8.
Park started the second half strongly, now playing with the slope. A
penalty close to the corner brought a rare aberration from Holland.
Normally laser-accurate, he propelled the ball perfectly, but towards
the flag at the corner of the in-goal area rather than the one at the
goal line. Could he possibly have mistaken it?

On Saturday there is no live Rugby on the pitch but the England v
South Africa (15:15) and Wales v Australia (17:30) matches will
be shown live in the clubhouse.There are some other matches
that we shall want to keep a weather eye on this Saturday – not
least Rams playing at home to Cinderford. In addition to that among
the leading clubs Chinnor are playing Leeds Tykes and Taunton
entertain Caldy.

Match report

Birmingham Moseley 8
Park 29
National 1
This turned out to be a comfortable win for Park in the end, but for
the first hour they were forced to really work for it by a committed
Moseley side. Playing up the slight slope in the first half, Park did a
lot of kicking for position, relying on some first rate tackling to then
stifle the home side and regain possession. But it was the
collective strength of the Park pack that was the decisive factor.
Moseley started strongly, monopolising early possession to gain the
first scoring opportunity with an O’Brien penalty on 7 minutes.
Park soon snapped into action and took the lead six minutes later
as the pack drove over for Hugo Ellis to score out wide, Craig
Holland nailing a difficult conversion for 7-3.

Park were beginning to display a discernible superiority, despite
Moseley’s determined efforts. A strong run out of defence by fullback Henry Robinson set up a situation for prop Austin Hay to go
over, Holland converting for 21-8.
Four minutes later Hay’s second try, courtesy of the pack this time,
brought the bonus point and effectively the end of Moseley’s
challenge. This time the conversion attempt hit the post but it was
26-8.
Harry Leonard, on for Holland, added a penalty on 69 minutes.
Moseley looked tired and dispirited for the last minutes of the
game. Their remote chance of rescuing at least a bonus point
disappeared with a player sin-binned for an off-the-ball shoulder
charge, which looked a gesture of frustration rather than malice.
It was not Park’s most spectacular performance of the season, but
it was certainly effective in securing 5 points away from home.
Park: Henry Robinson; Benji Marfo, Nick Scott, Quinton Koster,
Ben Howard; Jack Gash; Craig Holland; Kyle Traynor, Jared
Saunders, Austin Hay; Dylan Flashman, Harry Ledger; Jordan
Martin, Dan Laventure, Hugo Ellis.
Bench: Charlie Piper, Ollie Dawe, Nick Lovell, Luke Baldwin, Harry
Leonard

Clubsides

While Moseley had as much of the ball as did Park it was the
visitors who looked more dangerous in possession. A magnificent
kick from inside Park’s half bounced out by the Moseley 5 metre
line to give an attacking lineout, only for Park to be penalised. A
superb passage of play on the right, started by Nick Scott and Ben
Howard saw Benji Marfo streak away only to be tackled
tantalisingly close to the line.
However it was Moseley who scored next, penning Park into their
right-hand corner. The first penalty and catch-and-drive was
defended at the cost of another penalty, and this time the home
side drove over, hooker McNulty touching down for a lead of 8-7 on
27 minutes.
Park replied with another crushing drive from the pack, hooker
Jarred Saunders peeling off to touch down before everyone else fell
on top of him, necessitating a visit from the physio before Holland’s
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Will Thorogood reports: weekend which only saw two Clubside
games. The Hatters' match against Kew Occasionals had to be
cancelled because they couldn't get a full side out, unfortunately, so
some of them helped the Nomads out in their Surrey Championship
game against Old Reigatians. It was good to see some old faces,
Joe and Jason amongst others, running out at the Rock again, for
the first time in over 18 months. It was like they had never been
away, although they were a little short of puff, at times! Hopefully, it
has whetted their appetites for more Rosslyn Park rugby football.
The Nomads' game was in some doubt, not because of staffing
levels, but because of the ongoing referee shortage. The Referee
Society had some 69 games to be covered in the region, with only
34 referees available. There is a pecking order and the higher level
games take priority. It's the Keynesian Law of Supply and Demand,
and the "Referee Commodity" became very valuable, even
priceless, on Saturday morning. There were over 30 players
chomping at the bit for a game, but no ref. We did have "
Contingency Plan X" (I hope I don't sound too much like "Boris",
God forbid), but I would have been the last resort, not Clacton On

Sea!
However, we struck a vein of gold and the cavalry, well a lone rider,
came to save the day. Nomad, "Stagey" (James Stilwell- Stage),
took to the stage, and also to the whistle, my shirt and shorts. (He
had only come down to watch, being injured). Our Saviour, who
was awarded " Man of the Match" (certainly not "D*ck of the Day",
after the game, and he dutifully downed his pint at speed). So, a big
thankyou to Stagey, and well and safely reffed. Bravo! A good club
person and teammate. A true, but neutral, Nomad on Saturday.
Does the Club have a list or directory of people/members who have
reffed, want to ref or been on the recent refereeing courses? It
would be useful to have, and save a lot of time and angst, if there
is.
In short, it was a "fast and furious" game,with the advantage law
being played. The match was played in good spirit, but
competitively. 12 all at half time (2 tries apiece),and the parity
continued into the second half, with 2 more tries apiece. So, full
time saw a 22-all draw. A fair and just result, I think. Everyone
seemed to be happy, and thanks to Reigatians for the part they
played. Afterwards, plenty of chat and beer in the bar, whilst
most enjoyed Ireland beating the All Blacks (not N.Z. 's weekend),
and England playing Australia.
Thanks to Charlotte for her physio services, Susy with yet another
culinary delight, and Alex behind the bar.
The B's made the trip to Chiswick to play their 2's. No match
details, but we won 21-12, so I'm told. Keep on marching!
The IV's had a weekend off from the league.

Congratulations
Harry Elrington became the latest former Park dual-registration
player to be brought into an International squad with his call-up for
England this week. The extremely promising prop joined Park in
2017 on leaving Cranleigh school and graduating at Loughborough
University, being jointly registered with London Irish. He moved to
Gloucester for the 2020-21 season. We wish Harry every success
in what we hope will be a long international career.

Netball
Unfortunately we can’t offer any Saturday morning netball action
this week as all three of our teams have no fixture, but they will be
back on court next weekend. Park Netball have kicked off their
'third' season with a bang. Having had to end our first season
abruptly due to COVID, missing out an official season last year we
were ready to get back on court. Having a record number of
trialists, we made the decision to launch a third team into the
Kingston League. Focusing on the basics, the squad has put
maximum effort into starting the season off with a bang. It's been
great to see the growth and improvements in our performances as
the squads get to know each other. We're ready to strongly finish
off this half of the season and hit the second half running.
Surrey
This season was always shaping up to be a challenging one for the
Surrey squad, with a larger & tougher league than usual heading
into the season. Availability plagued the first game of the season
with the league starting a week earlier than usual and continued for
the first few games with the Covid back log of social events. This
alongside a few injuries hitting has further reduced squad numbers,

despite this having 2 wins in the first 5 games, with further very
near misses is a good overall performance for Surrey. Compared to
previous seasons being in-line for our goals scored and goals
against is a vast improvement. A big shout out to a truly full club
performance with various members of the Kingston squads
stepping in for these games to really make the impact. Heading in
to the final 2 games before Christmas we need to continue to build
on the already clear improvements seen to date & build upon our
6th place position in the league.
Kingston Reds
The Kingston Reds are currently 2nd in the Kingston Division 5
league. The team settled in to their 2021/22 season well, winning
their first four games. However, after perhaps getting complacent,
the Reds lost their most recent game against top of the league
team, Capital Nuns. The Reds are looking forward to training hard
together and hopefully winning their last two home games of the
season before travelling away for all their games in the second half
of the season. Will they be able to take that top spot in the Division
5 league?
Kingston Blues
The Kingston Blues team is a brand new team this season, yet that
has not held them back. The blues have won every match so far
and are top of their league. As a new team, the blues have come
together with high spirit to learn. By maintaining the same focus
and fantastic attitude, the blues are determined to stay on top for
the remainder of the season. The focus coming into the New Year is

The Park squad honour the Remembrance weekend at Birmingham Moseley on Saturday
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to continue to build our skill set, work together as a team and up the
goal count!

Apology
Apologies to anyone who the Editor didn’t see at Moseley who
followed the advice to travel to Yardley Wood station in order to get
to the ground. Whilst the information given in Parknews as to how
to get to the ground was accurate, ie that the route was easy to
follow and almost exactly a mile, we failed to mention that it was
relentlessly distinctly uphill all the way. The sight of three of our
best drinkers having to limp slowly to the bar on arrival at the
ground, looking as if they had completed the ascent of Everest was
sad indeed. Even the most stone-hearted would have been moved
by Garry looking as if he’d willingly swap his pint for a respirator.

Away travel
After this weekend our next away trip is to Caldy on 27 November.
Bear in mind that kick off is at 2:00PM. Experience says the best
route is to get to Liverpool Lime Street and then go down to the
metro interchange and take the metro to West Kirby, which is
roughly 2 miles from the ground (the rail planner may suggest a
route via Chester). There is an 82 bus from West Kirby station that
runs to Telegraph Road, which is about 400 yards from the ground
at 12:02 and then after kick off at 14:02, but it is so infrequent that a
cab will probably be your best bet. There is also a frequent bus
service (430 or 437 from the centre of Liverpool (Union Court, just
off Cook Street) to and from West Kirby station. For refreshments,
turn right out of the station and a few yards along is the West Kirby
Tap which serves decent food and a good pint. If you take the bus
from Liverpool towards West Kirby it is possible to get off the bus a
few stops early and walk through back lanes and footpaths to enter
the ground from the back (avoiding the gatemen, so make sure you
pay!) and it’s a shorter walk than from West Kirby, but having done
it in reverse it isn’t recommended unless you are a keen orienteer
with a local Ordnance Survey map – and it will be getting dark on
the way back.
We have only one away trip in December, which is a very pleasant
one to Cambridge. Bear in mind that kick off is at 2:00PM. They
play at Volac Park, Grantchester Road, Cambridge,CB3 9ED. By
car it’s fairly straightforward: from M11, J12, take (A603) to
Cambridge. Take 1st right into Grantchester Road (opp. Wolfson
College). Ground 300m on right, just past the last house. By train
there is no need to book in advance as the Cheap Day Return fare
is usually the cheapest. The service from Kings Cross is quicker
than the one from Liverpool Street. The ground is a walk of about
2.4 miles from the station. Our regulars tend to gravitate to the town
centre and get a cab from there, but if you are only interested in the
match itself then the station is closer to the ground than is the
centre, and has a plentiful supply of cabs. There is not a convenient
bus connection: you either have to walk half the distance or change
buses. There is a quite delightful walk to the ground across one of
the fens if you invest in a local map, but it’s too difficult to describe
in prose. The clubhouse at Cambridge does a good pint and
reasonable bar food. Note that if you opt for the formal lunch
upstairs there is a Lord jeffrey Archer hazard - the author is a loyal
Cambridge fan and attends most matches.
It’s not until 08 January, but don’t waste time planning a visit to
Leeds Tykes new ground. They are paying Park the compliment of
hiring the Headingley Stadium for that particular match, kicking off
at 2:30PM.

Sponsorship Opportunities
With clubs financially reeling from the Covid crisis, sponsorship has
never been more important to clubs - and Rosslyn Park is certainly
no exception to that rule. A very wide range of sponsorship
advertising, marketing and promotional opportunities are available
throughout the season with prices suitable for all budgets. These
provide a very powerful and cost effective opportunity to promote
your business.
MATCH DAY SPONSORSHIP
Get in on the Action! As the official Match Sponsor of a Rosslyn
Park First XV game, you will host your guests in our newly
refurbished Clubhouse.Before the game you will sample our

4 of 5

excellent hospitality with a VIP lunch courtesy of our in-house
caterers. Afterwards you and your guests will have the chance to
meet Rosslyn Park players and present the Man of the Match
award, the photo of this presentation will feature in the following
Match Day Programme.
Meet the Players
Your company will be featured on the cover of the programme, and
you will have a full page advert inside. You will also receive PA
announcements throughout the game.
Finally, you have the opportunity to distribute promotional flyers in
the Clubhouse and around the ground to advertise your business to
all of our spectators and members on the day.
Full Package Includes:
• Front Cover Programme Branding as the Official Match Day
Sponsor
• PA Announcements throughout the afternoon
• VIP Lunch for 10 for guests prior to the game
• Man of the Match Presentation after the game.
• Photo of the Man of Match Presentation to appear in following
Match Day Programme
• Opportunity to distribute Promotional Flyers on the day
• 2 Car Parking Spaces
• Post Match Visit for you and your guests from two Rosslyn Park
players or coaches of your choice.
Digital sponsorship
• Email marketing & campaigns to club database throughout the
year. Database of over 3,000 members and players
• Feature on RPFC website & full company description
• Social media support across all channels throughout the season.
Twitter, Instagram, Facebook & YouTube
• Branded pitch board located around the venue 6m x 2m board
designed and produced by club for the full year
• Table of 8 guests including 3-course meal for one home game of
the season. Home game of choice, including 3-course meal & car
parking spaces
• Hire of the club/venue free of charge. This can include both pitch
and clubhouse for one full day
Kit sponsorship
• Company branding on Men’s 1st XV playing kit
National exposure throughout the year

Player Sponsorship
A great opportunity to be linked with a Rosslyn Park player and to
follow his progress throughout the season.
PA announcement when your player scores a try
Company logo/name against player profile in match-day
programme
10 tickets for a 1st XV home game of your choice
Digital Marketing
The Rosslyn Park website, database, Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram all represent a large and fast growing audience with
targeted engagements.
These platforms allow opportunities for companies to build bespoke
and extremely cost effective packages and are a great ways to
interact with our supporters and social media followers instantly.
Our social media not only provides the latest Rosslyn Park tries and
score lines but also highlight your companies involvement at the
club.
Please do support our sponsors as they have supported us.
Please contact Kenneth Moore, via email
Kenneth.Moore@Rosslynpark.co.uk or phone: 0208 876
1879 to discuss how sponsorship at Rosslyn Park may fit with
your own promotional plans.

Keep up to date
Keep in touch with everything happening at Rosslyn
Park by regularly visiting the Club’s website at
www.rosslynpark.co.uk
The club is also active in several social media
channels:
Twitter: http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy
Facebook: http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV
Instagram: http://bit.ly/34d652t
YouTube: http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC

Do you want to receive an email notification when
ParkNews is published? If you wish to receive the weekly
email notifications that ParkNews has been published (and
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are not already receiving them) please just email:
parklife@rosslynpark.co.uk with "Send Me ParkNews" in the
subject line. You can also receive a tweet immediately
Parklife appears on the website by following
@RPNoseyParker on Twitter.

