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Welcome to Parknews Four wins out of four after three out of our 
first four league matches were long away trips, with just the one 4-try 
bonus point missing. Moreover, none of our opponents has yet managed 
to get a losing bonus point against us.  The fact that we did not collect 
the 4-try bonus last Saturday at Darlington Mowden Park means that we 
dropped to second place behind Rams, who maintained their 100% 
record with a 29-11 win over Leeds Tykes on Saturday.  We play away to 
Rams on Saturday week in the biggest match of the season so far and it 
would really help if we could get a small army of Park supporters there – 
but more of that later. 

The Rangers suffered defeat at the hands of Richmond 2s at the 
Athletic Ground to the tune of 7-42.  Unfortunately we don’t have a 
report on that one beyond the fact that Curtis Barnes was our try scorer, 
but John Weatherall did supply some match photos which appear 
elsewhere in this newsletter. The Nomads, Hatters and Slingbacks 
had to call off their matches due to lack of players, doubtless a legacy of 
the pandemic. The Bs beat Haberdashers 38-0, but the Fours went 
down 31-12 at London Welsh, more details in Will Thorogoods 
Clubside report inside. On the netball court Rosslyn Park Surrey 
League team played Cobham A, losing by 99-99. More details inside.

This weekend
The weekend starts early with a crowded schedule on the 4G meaning 
that the Middlesex Merit Premier clash between two of our own sides, 
the Fours and the B XV, has been transferred to Friday evening, kicking 
off at 7:45. The Clubhouse will be open for the match so why not come 
long and bring a few friends?

This Saturday we welcome our friends from Bishops Stortford to the 
Rock. They are just the sort of team that could be a banana skin on our 
path if we allow our minds to drift ahead. Bishops Stortford’s season 
started with an 18-18 draw away to promotees Tonbridge Juddians, 
followed up by a 32-19 home win over Plymouth Albion. They then 
travelled up to Leeds Tykes to emerge pointless from a 33-25 defeat 
after the home side got two late scores after Stortford had conceded a 
red card for a marginal “high tackle” decision. Last weekend they had a 
decent 26-22 win over Taunton Titans, which looks like pretty good form.

The club was founded in 1920, so with last season wiped out by the 
pandemic this is effectively their centenary season, so they will be 
looking forward to one they can celebrate. They are very much one of 
the clubs in the higher reaches that has never veered away from being 
what we recognize as a “real” rugby club, run by its members for its 
members. They run the full range of teams and have never been 
tempted to spend money they don’t have to satisfy unrealistic ambitions.  
On the field, they are one of those sides who on their day can trouble 
the best, always trying to play attacking rugby. Please do come along 
and add your support. 

Our Commercial Manager, Kenny, says “Book online Match day tickets 
to avoid congestion at the Ticket booth (Cheaper £12.50 online £15.00 
at the gate). Drinks Special Saturday 02 October 2021, 30% off all 
draught beers and Cider from 13.30 to 14.30”
The lunch this week has a “Lads and Dads” theme - a chance for 
players to introduce their fathers to each other - and perchance the bar! 
But don’t worry - everyone is invited. So whay not enjoy the luxury of the  
pre-match hospitality lunch followed by an exciting afternoon’s Rugby 
from our First XV trying to maintain their unbeaten record against 
Bishops Stortford.
Adults  £25.00 Children under 16 £20.00 (Please note this does not 
include Match day tickets) 
Pre-match Lunch Menu
Salmon with pesto encroute                                      / Continued Page 3

Future events
Friday 03 October

Park B XV v Park Fours
Middlesex Merit Premier

Home (4G) 7:45PM

Saturday 02 October
Rangers v Bishops Stortford 2

Raging Bull League
Home KO 12:30PM

1st XV v Bishops Stortford
National 1

Home KO 3:00PM
Nomads v Law Society 2

Surrey Championship
Home KO 5:00PM

Camberley 2 v Hatters
Surrey Premiership

Away KO TBA
Netball

Park Reds v Worcester Pk A
Kingston League

Home (Roehampton Uni) start: 10:00
Park Blues v Worcester Pk C

Kingston League
Home (Roehampton Uni) start: 11:30
OKTOBERFEST 6:30PM

in the Clubhouse (free admission)

Sunday 03 October
Slingbacks v Chesham

League
Away KO TBA

AWAY WIN AT DARLINGTON MAKES IT FOUR OUT OF FOUR

Apologies but no match photos this week apart from this one 
pinched from the DMP website and a couple taken from the stand 
by  Park supporter Peter Trainor.
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On Friday 17 September, Rosslyn Park lost one of its greatest 
players and the sport of Rugby Union one of its greatest servants. 
It is an old cliché to say “we shall not see his like again”, but we 
would be very lucky to see again the like of John Vincent Smith, 
universally known simply as 
JV. At the age of 95 he was 
believed to be England's 
oldest living rugby 
international. He was still 
driving from his 
Gloucestershire home to 
support Park well into his 
nineties until illness and a fall 
restricted his movements. 
Despite being a former 
International and President of 
the RFU he was one of the 
most self-effacing people you 
could ever meet, content to 
blend into the background of 
the club he had joined as a 
player in 1947, having 
married and moved to 
London for work.

However, JV was nothing if 
not a proud son of 
Gloucestershire, where he 
originally played for Stroud, 
the other club that remained for ever in his heart. Both clubs 
honoured him with life membership.

JV nearly didn’t play top level rugby at all.  As a young man he 
was called-up in 1944 to join the army in the Parachute Regiment. 
He represented the Army in the inter-services championship, but 
then never saw active service because he suffered a serious 
injury in a training exercise in which he fractured his back. 

He went to Cambridge University on a services scholarship to 
pursue Agricultural Studies. Despite three months in a plaster cast 
and missing a whole season, he excelled at Rugby, winning four 
blues, and at athletics. He was seriously considered for 
representing Great Britain in the 400 yards at the 1948 Olympics, 
and in fact he was faster than the Welsh winger Ken Jones who 
was selected – and who won the silver medal!

After graduating, JV was employed by John Sutcliffe, a successful 
catering company in an industry that was growing across the 
world. He started work in London, got married in 1948 and began 
playing for Rosslyn Park. But initially he had to take a step back 
from rugby because of his job.

If Stroud had been his first Rugby love, it was with Rosslyn Park 
that his playing career really blossomed. He joined Park in 1947 
(he picked Park from several other offers because he had met his 
wife at the house of the then Park Secretary, Frank Lyall). 
Harlequins tried hard to persuade him to defect but, being JV, he 
stayed loyal to his word. He made his England debut against 
Wales in 1950, in what was then the Five Nations. Despite scoring 
a try, sprinting past the Welsh defence from inside his own half, 
England suffered an 11-5 defeat reduced by injury to 14 players – 
no replacements in those days. His four tries in the tournament 
was a championship record that would stand for the next 30 
years. 

That was enough to earn him a place on that year's British Lions 
tour of New Zealand, but he was not granted permission to 
suspend his studies at Cambridge and took the heart-wrenching 
decision to continue with his degree rather than make the long 
journey to New Zealand, which in those days was by boat. 

That decision was clearly held against him and he never played 
for England again, but he never complained. While with Park he 
was capped seven times by the Barbarians. Eventually a shoulder 

injury cut short JV's playing days, but he was determined to stay in 
the game he loved and went into rugby administration, 
representing Stroud on the Gloucestershire RFU Committeee from 
1954-74. He also dipped his toe into the muddy waters of politics. 

The thorny question of 
apartheid South Africa was 
splitting the world of Rugby 
and politics generally, and 
JV knew exactly where his 
loyalties lay. He stood as a 
Liberal candidate in the safe 
Conservative seat of Stroud 
in the 1966 General 
Election, making clear his 
abhorrence of the apartheid 
regime and he received 
more than 8000 votes.

He became the 
Gloucestershire 
representative on the RFU 
Committee and Chaired the 
referee sub-committee from 
1967-72, as well as 
spending ten years on the 
Coaching sub-Committee. 
He became President of the 
RFU in 1982-83, in which 
capacity he was a driving 

force behind the construction of the South Stand and the Rose 
Room and had to deal with many controversial issues.

In one of these, JV was confronted again with the apartheid 
controversy with the 1984 tour to South Africa. He argued 
passionately that the RFU should not be associated with touring 
South Africa all the while apartheid was in place. If history is on his 
side then the majority of his collegues were not and he was 
outvoted.  Such was his respect for the office he held that, after 
wrestling with his conscience, as President he agreed reluctantly 
to go to a country whose politics he detested. 

He had also to deal with the “Adidas controversy”, where the boot 
manufacturer made covert payments to amateur players that were 
illegal under RFU rules. Although JV’s meeting with Adidas boss 
Horst Dassler was billed as a confrontation in the press,  JV was 
always willing to listen to the other point of view and diplomatically 
brokered a deal that would secure Adidas’ funding for the game in 
general. 

There was also the start of the acrimonious debates as to what to 
do about the largely discredited Merit Tables which soon after saw 
them replaced with the, at least more democratic, League 
structure.

JV had a successful business career as a Director of a corn 
merchants but rugby union was always his true passion. After 
retirement to the Gloucestershire village of Minchinhampton 
(where he had formed the local Rugby club and become its 
President!). He spent time, among other things, writing guidebooks 
about his beloved Gloucestershire for the National Trust. JV 
remained actively interested in Rosslyn Park, Stroud and Rugby 
Union in general.  He often came to the Rock and if ever Park 
played anywhere near Gloucestershire you could be sure of 
meeting him on touchline, still as enthusiastic about the game as 
someone several decades younger.

JV lived a full life well and achieved so much. He was a fine 
sportsman, a gifted administrator, polite almost to a fault but 
always prepared to stand up for what he thought was right.  But 
most who knew him will remember just a wonderful, modest 
ordinary human being who had time for everyone. We send our 
sincere condolences to his surviving family, they – and we - have 
lost a truly great man.

JOHN VINCENT “JV” SMITH - A TRUE RUGBY LEGEND DIES
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from front page/
Steamed potatoes with a medley of vegetables
 V:Sweet potato and feta cheese puffed pastry parcels, Steamed 
potatoes with a medley of vegetables
 Dessert - Upside down pineapple and cherry pudding.
 BOX OFFICE LINK - https://tickets.rosslynpark.co.uk/events/
362068/info?distributionId=179761

After the match, please stick around as it will be followed at 18:30 
by the second Annual Rosslyn Park Oktoberfest will take place. 
Free entry, Lederhosen and Dirndl are highly recommended, Live 
Oompah Band, games and prizes up for grabs. Food available on 
the night.  Come early with your beach towel to reserve your spot!

We do have other matches for your entertainment this weekend. In 
the morning two of our Netball teams are at home at Roehampton 
uni, with the Rosslyn Park Reds playing Worcester Park Lions A in 
Division 5 of the Kingston League at 10:00, and the Park Blues 
start against Lions C at 11:30, so you’ve plenty of time to get to the 
rugby afterwards.  There are two other matches on the 4G: at 12:30 
the Rangers take on Bishops Stortford 2 in the Raging Bull League 
at 12:30 and would welcome your support. After the National One 
match, at 5:00PM the Nomads take on Law Society 2 in the Surrey 
Championship. Then at 6:30 in the Clubhouse there’s Oktoberfest. 
On Sunday, the Slingbacks are due to play Chesham in a league 
match on the 4G, kicking off at 2:30PM.

Match report
Darlington Mowden Park  17
Rosslyn Park 28
National 1
Rarely can that old cliché about a game of two halves been more 
appropriate than last Saturday. In the first half Park looked like 
champions-elect dominating just about every area of play.  For most 
of the second half they were on the receiving end of some spirited 
Mowden attacks and – while Park were, in retrospect, never in real 
danger of losing – the relief that overcame them when the ball was 
hoofed off the pitch to end the match spoke volumes. But taken 
over the whole 80 minutes Park were definitely the better side and 
fully deserved the win.

Although there was plenty of good rugby played it has to be said 
that the referee had an off day, something both sides would agree 
on, and as the match developed a degree of nastiness appeared to 
creep in. 

Park utterly dominated the early exchanges and it almost seemed 
scant reward when after 6 minutes a penalty in front of the posts 
saw Owen Waters claim 3 points for their efforts.

That feeling was amplified when Mowden pressed from the restart 
and soon crossed the Park line, converted for a lead of 7-3 on 9 
minutes.

Park were soon back on the attack with some great handling skills 
on display, while stifling the home side’s efforts with some superb 
tackling. Eventually Park put a kick to the corner to mount the 
catch-and-drive and despite some stout resistance got over with 
Arthur Ellis touching down in the left corner to wrest back the lead 
at 8-7 after 13 minutes.

A really horrible high tackle on Henry Robinson looked fortunate to 

incur only a yellow card.  Park extracted punishment of the best 
sort by kicking to the corner and this time it was hooker Jared 
Saunders who grounded the ball on 18 minutes. Owen Waters 
added a superb conversion from only a foot inside the touchline for 
15-7.

A rare Mowden attack saw them awarded a penalty of dubious 
provenance, but they failed to take advantage as a poor kick went 
wide.

Park then fashioned a really exquisite try with some great 
interpassing at high speed.  A great run out of defence from Arthur 
Ellis put him in with a chance of scoring himself, but he unselfishly 
flung a glorious pass outside to Paul Cokasige, sprinting in support, 
who also looked likely to score but instead made certain by another 
great pass inside to Jack Gash, who sprinted over.
Waters added the conversion for 22-7.

Another Park attack saw them gain a penalty in front of the posts. 
With Mowden reeling under Park’s constant attack there was a 
feeling that they should kick to the corner, having already executed 
two successful catch-and-drive moves. Instead of going for the 
bonus point Park took the pragmatic option to claim three more 
points through Owen Waters’ boot for 25-7 at the interval. In 
retrospect it might have been the wrong decision, but at the time 
Park were sufficiently in command that it seemed inconceivable 
that more tries would not come in the second half.

It did seem a tad too conservative, though, when awarded a similar 
penalty 6 minutes into the second half that Park again spurned 
going for the fourth try, Waters again on target for 28-7.

Having tackled really well all afternoon, Park made a bit of a dog’s 
dinner of defending a Mowden attack which let Asher-Wood in to 
score. Although the conversion was missed to leave the scores at 
28-12 the score seemed to really boost the home side.

Roared on by a noisy crowd, Mowden threw themselves at Park, 
who were tackling well but now on the back foot. A succession of 
penalties saw prop Ollie Dawe yellow carded and Park under real 

Photo by Isabelle Lovell

Photo by Isabelle Lovell

Richmond 2 v Park Rangers 
last Saturday [Photo: John 
Weatherall]

Action from 
Darlington 
Mowden Park 
[Photo: Peter 
Trainor]

https://tickets.rosslynpark.co.uk/events/362068/info?distributionId=179761
https://tickets.rosslynpark.co.uk/events/362068/info?distributionId=179761
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pressure. Park broke out to win an attacking line out but the throw 
went over the top and they were back under pressure.

Another penalty saw Mowden eventually drive over for 28-17 with 
nine minutes left, the conversion attempt hitting the post.

Immensely to their credit Park returned to the attack and twice very 
nearly forced the bonus point try.  They were still on the attack 
when the last scrum was set but, on winning the ball, decided the 
risk / reward ratio was in favour of kicking the ball into touch to 
claim an away win that was more convincing in retrospect than it 
felt at the time!
Park: Henry Robinson; Will Foster, Nick Scott, Lewis Phil 
Cokanasige, Ben Howard; Owen Waters; Jack Gash; Kyle Traynor, 
Jared Saunders, Austin Hay; Dylan Flashman, Gregor Gillanders; 
Henry Spencer, Arthur Ellis, Dan Laventure.
Replacements: Ryan Jackson, Ollie Dawe, Josh Poole, Luke 
Baldwin, Harry Leonard. 

Away travel for Rams
Our next away match is a vital top-of-the-table clash at Rams, and 
we would appeal to all supporters to get along there if you can. It 
would be great if we could get a large contingent of Park 
supporters there to try to match the support Rams will get from 
their own home support. Some suggestions as to how to get there 
appear below. Rams are expecting a very large crowd and ask 
everyone to buy a ticket in advance to prevent long queues.  
Tickets are £15 adults, Under 18s free and you can book at https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/rams-rfc-1st-xv-vs-rosslyn-park-fc-
tickets-167298647759?aff=ebdsoporgprofile 

Last season we conceded two yellow cards in the dying moments 
at their ground which led to the score that arguably cost us the 
match and runners-up spot in the league, along with the fact that 
the pandemic intervened before we could play the return match at 
the Rock. None of this, of course, was Rams’ fault – but it does 
leave the slight feeling of having a score to settle!  But even if that 
were not the case, there are vital league points up for grabs against 
one of the favourites to take the title this season. Rams have a 
decent, friendly clubhouse that serves food and a good pint of beer 
– what more incentive do you need?

Rams play at Old Bath Road, Sonning, Reading, Berkshire, RG4 
6TQ. It is not the easiest ground to get to by public transport, but 
the best bet is to get a train to Reading. There are several bus 
services to Sonning from Reading, most of them slow and 
circuitous, the most direct appears to be the number 850 from 
Reading Station’s north interchange, an hourly service running at 
11 minutes past the hour. Book to Holmemoor Drive, Sonning 
which is a stone’s throw from the ground, across the road and over 
a small local lane that runs parallel with the main road.  Return 
buses leave at 14 minutes past the hour. In all honesty, though, if 
there is more than one of you it’s probably better to split a cab. (As 
a rough guide, the last time we played there a cab cost around £11 
each way).  This information is given in good faith, but do check it 
out for yourself. 

If you’re driving to Rams then there is some valuable local 
intelligence from Tony Lawrence. Parking at the ground needs to be 
pre booked at £10 per car but there is free parking with a shuttle bus 
to the ground from the Pigott School in Wargrave. The shuttle runs 
from 1.00pm to 3.00pm with return buses from 5.00pm to 6.00pm. 
The school is located at Twyford Rd, Wargrave, Reading RG10 
8DS, which looks easier than driving to the ground itself if you are 
based in the vicinity of SW London.

Clubsides
Will Thorogood reports: The last weekend was that of mixed 
fortunes for the Clubsides. Of the four scheduled games, only two 
happened. Those of the B's and 4's, in their Middlesex Merit 
Premier matches which, in themselves, were in some doubt 
because of staffing levels. I wonder if there were any former HGV 
drivers in their squads?!

Anyway, their games did take place, as their ranks were filled by 
players, maybe on temporary visas, from the Nomads and 
augmented by the help of some former Rosslyn Park Colts, thanks 
to  Jack Webster and Luke Butland amongst others.Thanks, Paul 
Webster (dad) for sourcing the lads and giving them their chance to 
shine in their inaugural game in senior rugby...a "rite of passage", 
for them in the B's, which they passed with flying colours!  I hope 
they enjoyed the game? The beginning of a long and successful 
career in adult rugby at RPFC, hopefully.

Unfortunately, both the Hatters' and Nomads' games (v Richmond 
Jutes and Guildford 2's, respectively) were called off because of a 
lack of players or late pull outs of key players. For the Nomads, this 
was a "one-off" hiccough, although disappointing for those ready to 
play and their oppo, and, their organisers (Fothers and Tom). They 
will be back this week and for the season, I'm sure. Thanks to those 
who plugged some of the gaps elsewhere, though.

The Hatters' future in their league (Surrey Prem), unfortunately, may 
be in doubt, and time will tell? They are scheduled to play 
Camberley 2's,Away, this weekend? Let's see if they can muster a 
side? My instincts and gut feeling is that they should use this 
season rebuilding, and just playing a few friendly games to rekindle 
people's (old Hatters and new) interest and get players "match fit" 
again? I hope I am proved wrong and they play their league games?

Results from the weekend:

%22
%22
%22
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B's 38 Old Habs 2's 0-a stop start game, interrupted by a number of 
injuries, mainly Habs', but with some good open rugby played by 
both sides. The B's dominated for the most part, but credit must be 
given to Habs for their tenacity, whose pack included three gents 
whose combined age came to 161 years (two front rowers, and a 
second rower). You have my respect and admiration for being there. 
Thanks, Tris,for your caring physio services.

L.Welsh Druids (2's) 31 4's 12. Apparently, the scoreline does not 
reflect the nature of the game, and was a lot closer. Welsh scored a 
late goal to stretch the gap beyond our reach.

Games for Friday 1st October and Saturday 2nd October:
Friday 1/10-Rosslyn Park 4's v Rosslyn Park B's, Kick Off 7.45pm. 
Local derby! 
Saturday 2/10: Nomads v Law Society 2 Home. ko  5pm on 4G. 
Hatters v Camberley 2's Away.

Slingbacks
The Slingbacks were due to open their League programme last 
weekend with the most-local of local Derbies, away to Barnes on 
Sunday afternoon at 14:45. Unfortunately we were unable to raise a 
team for the day and had to default, leaving Barnes with the points.  
Hopefully availability will improve for this Sunday when the 
Slingbacks are due to play Chesham, one of the best sides in the 
league at 14:30 on the 4G.

This is a crucial weekend for the Park girls who have been severely 
affected by the pandemic in terms of numbers.  If we have 
insufficient players available and have to default again, under the 
rules of the competition we shall not be allowed to remain in the 
division.  It would bring the whole question of the future for the 
Slingbacks after 25 years of being an integral part of our club. 
Hopefully we can avoid the worst possible outcome.

Mini & Youth training Camps
We are extremely excited to announce we will be running our AA 
Elite Sports Coaching rugby camps at Rosslyn Park this summer. 
AA Elite Sports Coaching is run by two ex-professional rugby 
players who have played in the Premiership and European 
Champions Cup. Places tend to be taken up quickly for these 
popular events so don’t miss out, book now! 

National One
Our next away opponents, Rams, enjoyed a comfortable home win 

over Leeds Tykes to maintain their 100% record on 20 points. Park 
are a point behind after failing to take a bonus point at Darlington 
Mowden Park.  Cinderford are also on 19 points after an easy win, 
41-26, over Cambridge.  Birmingham Moseley, in fourth are on 13 
points after they suffered their first defeat, at home to fancied 
Chinnor by 22-29. Chinnor are on 11 points but have a game in 
hand. Taunton are on 12 points after a defeat by our next 
opponents, Bishops Stortford. Sale beat Plymouth Albion 38-27 
to leave the Devon club bottom on 2 points. Surprise of the day was 
Caldy who inflicted a home defeat on Blackheath by 1

Park Netball
There’s again some really good entertainment this Saturday 
morning with two matches featuring the two NC Rosslyn Park 
Kingston League teams in home matches. The Park Reds are at 
home to Worcester Park Lions A starting at 10:00 and Park Blues 
playing Lions C at 11:30. There’s time to get back to the Rock for 
the afternoon’s Rugby and the Park players would really appreciate 
support. There is no charge for admission. Home matches are 
played at Roehampton University, Froebel College, Roehampton 
Lane, SW15 5PJ (the entrance is very close to the junction with 
Clarence Lane, just follow the internal road down parallel with 
Clarence Lane to the courts). There is usually ample parking space, 
or buses 493 and 265 stop amost next to the entrance and the 85, 
170 and 430 pass close by.

Match report
Park (Surrey) 30
Cobham A  38
Surrey Prem A
Park Matchday squad: GK- Anna Whadcock, GD- Abby Mahal, 
WD- Kila O'Boyle, C- Claire Shapland (C), WA- Francesca Bennett, 
GA- Beth Hunt, GS- Tara Ellis, Sub- Hayley Birks

Match three in Surrey Prem A and Park were hunting for their first 
win in what is already proving to be an incredibly challenging 
division. After the last encouraging display against Claygate, Park 
came into the match knowing that if we were consistent for 60 
minutes we were in the game. 

Ultimately it was this inconsistency that let Park down with once 
again a slow first quarter. Caught out by the umpiring, we failed to 
adapt and went into the first break 5-10 down.

Tactical changes at quarter time to adapt to the conditions we were 
playing in started to pay off in Q2. A switch up in attack with Hayley 
Birks entering the court at WA and implementing a zone defence, 
the tips and intercepts started to come from the defensive duo of 
Anna Whadcock and Abby Mahal. We won the quarter by 1. The 
half time scoresheet showed it was a low scoring affair but we were 
in the game: 13-17. 

Third quarter saw Cobham change their defensive line up, making it 
difficult to read the feed into the circle. A forced change for Park due 
to injury didn't help us settle and we went into the final quarter 8 
goals down- a similar scenario to the last match. The final quarter 
saw a lot of variation in defence and some slick attacking play and 
shooting from debutant Tara Ellis. In an excellent final quarter 
display, unfortunately drawing the quarter was not enough. Final 
score: Park 30 - 38 Cobham

Huge thanks to members of the Kingston teams for stepping in to 
play over the past couple of weeks.
Player of the match (Home): Anna Whadcock
Player of the match (Away): Kila O'Boyle

Boot Money
In putting together the appreciation of JV Smith, elsewhere in this 
newsletter, reminded the editor of an amusing Andy Ripley story 
arising from the agreement that JV brokered with Adidas. It all left 
Andy with something of a dilemma.  As an England player, he was 
supposed to wear Adidas boots.  However, Rosslyn Park had 
subsequently done a similar deal with the sports company Gola. A 
lesser man than Rips would have resolved this by wearing Adidas 
when turning out for England and Gola when wearing the Park shirt. 



6 of 7

busy periods so customers always receive the 5-star service the 
team are proud to provide. Having fully trained specialists allow us 
to offer a ‘one visit does all’ accurate measure and design 
consultation, removing the need to schedule multiple appointments 
to order your elegant new shutters.

For a limited time, we are offering 10% off shutter materials so be 
sure to get in touch to take full advantage of these great prices. For 
more information please call our friendly team on 020 8871 9222, 
send an email to hello@plantation-shutters.co.uk or visit our 
website https://www.plantation-shutters.co.uk.

Sponsorship Opportunities
With clubs financially reeling from the Covid crisis, sponsorship has 
never been  more important to clubs - and Rosslyn Park is certainly 
no exception to that rule. A very wide range of sponsorship 
advertising, marketing and promotional opportunities are available 
throughout the season with prices suitable for all budgets. These 
provide a very powerful and cost effective opportunity to promote 
your business.

MATCH DAY SPONSORSHIP
Get in on the Action! As the official Match Sponsor of a Rosslyn 
Park First XV game, you will host your guests in our newly 
refurbished Clubhouse.Before the game you will sample our 
excellent hospitality with a VIP lunch courtesy of our in-house 
caterers. Afterwards you and your guests will have the chance to 
meet Rosslyn Park players and present the Man of the Match 
award, the photo of this presentation will feature in the following 
Match Day Programme.
Meet the Players
Your company will be featured on the cover of the programme, and 
you will have a full page advert inside. You will also receive PA 
announcements throughout the game.
Finally, you have the opportunity to distribute promotional flyers in 
the Clubhouse and around the ground to advertise your business to 
all of our spectators and members on the day.
Full Package Includes:
• Front Cover Programme Branding as the Official Match Day 
Sponsor
• PA Announcements throughout the afternoon
• VIP Lunch for 10 for guests prior to the game
• Man of the Match Presentation after the game.
• Photo of the Man of Match Presentation to appear in following 
Match Day Programme
• Opportunity to distribute Promotional Flyers on the day
• 2 Car Parking Spaces
• Post Match Visit for you and your guests from two Rosslyn Park 
players or coaches of your choice.

Digital sponsorship
• Email marketing & campaigns to club 
database throughout the year. 
Database of over 3,000 members and 
players
• Feature on RPFC website & full 
company description
• Social media support across all 
channels throughout the season. 
Twitter, Instagram, Facebook & 
YouTube
• Branded pitch board located around 
the venue 6m x 2m board designed and 
produced by club for the full year
• Table of 8 guests including 3-course 
meal for one home game of the 
season. Home game of choice, 
including 3-course meal & car parking 
spaces
• Hire of the club/venue free of charge. 
This can include both pitch and 
clubhouse for one full day

Kit sponsorship
• Company branding on Men’s 1st XV 
playing kit
National exposure throughout the year

Player Sponsorship
A great opportunity to be linked with a Rosslyn Park player and to 
follow his progress throughout the season.
PA announcement when your player scores a try
Company logo/name against player profile in match-day 
programme
10 tickets for a 1st XV home game of your choice

Digital Marketing
The Rosslyn Park website, database, Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram all represent a large and fast growing audience with 
targeted engagements.
These platforms allow opportunities for companies to build bespoke 
and extremely cost effective packages and are a great ways to 
interact with our supporters and social media followers instantly. 
Our social media not only provides the latest Rosslyn Park tries and 
score lines but also highlight your companies involvement at the 
club.
Please do support our sponsors as they have supported us.
Please contact Kenneth Moore, via email 
Kenneth.Moore@Rosslynpark.co.uk or phone: 0208 876 
1879 to discuss how sponsorship at Rosslyn Park may fit with 
your own promotional plans.

Keep up to date
Keep in touch with everything happening at Rosslyn Park by 
regularly visiting the Club’s website at 
www.rosslynpark.co.uk
The club is also active in several social media channels:

Twitter: http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy

Facebook: http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV 

Instagram: http://bit.ly/34d652t  

YouTube: http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC 

Do you want to receive an email notification when 
ParkNews is published? If you wish to receive the weekly 
email notifications that ParkNews has been published (and 
are not already receiving them) please just email: 
parklife@rosslynpark.co.uk with "Send Me ParkNews" in the 
subject line.  You can also receive a tweet immediately 
Parklife appears on the website by following 
@RPNoseyParker on Twitter.

tel:+442088719222
mailto:hello@plantation-shutters.co.uk
https://www.plantation-shutters.co.uk
tel:0208%20876%201879
tel:0208%20876%201879
http://www.rosslynpark.co.uk
http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy
http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV
http://bit.ly/34d652t
http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC
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But he listened to a higher moral authority and resolved the issue – 
or highlighted it – by wearing one brand on his right foot and the 
other on his left.

Looking 
sheepish
No, our President Nick 
Goddard is not 
moonlighting as an 
environmental activist, 
determined to become 
the new Swampy, 
having found a novel 
way to block the traffic 
on Southwark Bridge. 
We’ll let Nick offer his 
own explaniation: 
“Next week we have 
RAMS away, and as 
you may have seen in 
Park News I was 
dealing with another 
type of ram last 
weekend driving sheep 
over Southwark bridge 
as part of my right as a 
Freeman of the City of London, and Master Barber. I suspect 
however that the Reading breed will prove a little more tricky to 
handle, and as much vocal support as we can muster would be 
much appreciated.

“This is the background to the event: There are probably as many 
theories and legends about the right to drive sheep over 
London Bridge as there are livery companies. The original 
Guilds controlled standards of work and the suitability of 
tradesmen to be apprenticed to a master. In medieval times, 
sheep farmers drove their sheep across London Bridge into 
the City of London to sell them at market. Freemen of the City 
were excused the bridge toll that had to be paid by other 
people crossing the bridge, in recognition of their status as 
local traders. 

“It is not clear when the last sheep were driven across London 
Bridge to market, but the widespread introduction of motorised 
vehicles in the early 20th century would have signalled the end 
of the practice, if it had not already ceased. The tradition of 
driving sheep across London Bridge has regained interest in 
recent years. 

“Upholding the tradition of Freemen’s rights, in 2013 the 
Worshipful Company of Woolmen arranged the first official 
Sheep Drive for Freemen of the City and their guests to ‘drive’ 
sheep across the bridge. The event has been so successful 
that it has continued ever since, with places selling out every 
year!”

Membership
This is clearly going to be a crucial season with the possibility of 
three clubs being promoted at the end. We would love to be able to 
strengthen our squad even further but we have to operate within the 
constraints we have available. There is a way supporters or existing 
members can help.  The Ripley Membership has as its purpose 
raising funds for our playing and coaching budget and has made a 
genuine contribution to the renewed success of our First XV. In 
addition to the benefits of full membership you will get two extra 
membership cards, free parking, two free lunches during the 
season for yourself and two guests, Q&A sessions twice a year with 
the Director of Rugby the Chairman and the Managing Director, 
plus an exclusive Ripley hat and scarf. Please consider whether 
your membership, or join as a ‘Ripley’ if you are not already a 
member. Please speak to Dom Shabbo if you might be able to help.

If the Ripley is not for you, and haven’t yet renewed your 
membership, or would like to join the Club, now is the time. Single 
Full Membership costs £200 or £16.70 per month and includes free 
entry to all home games with free Programme, exclusive invites to 

events, free bar loyalty card and access to International tickets. 
Family Membership is available to all couples and includes the 
same benefits but for two persons and costs £300 or £25 per 
month. If you live a distance from the club Country Membership is 
available at £80 or £6.70 a month with the same benefits except 
you pay a reduced admission price of £10 and a programme is not 
included. Please go to https://rosslynpark.co.uk/membership/non-
playing-membership/ or call the club office on 020 8876 1879.

Mini & Youth Memberships Please note that Mini and Youth 
Memberships are managed through a separate registration 
process, details of which can be found here.

To kick for touch or not to kick for touch…
That was the question for Park supporters after the match at 
Darlington. There was a general consensus among the Park away 
support at Darlington (from which your correspondent would not 
dissent) that we had left a bonus point out on the pitch. The bone of 
contention was two easy penalty kicks either side of half time. The 
feeling was that Park should have gone for the jugular, having at 
that stage dominated the lineout and already driven over twice. It 
was felt that even if we weren’t successful it would send a message 
to Mowden about our intentions. It’s only fair to put the other side of 
the story. Had we not scored as a result of the one just before half 
time, Mowden might have been encouraged, thinking their luck was 
changing.  Similar considerations also applied to the second kick.  
Also consider that on the balance of probabilities based on the first 
period it seemed only a matter of time before Park would score a 
fourth try anyway. That didn’t happen and Mowden had the lion’s 
share of play in the second half.  Had they been only 5 points in 
arrears instead of 11 behind (because we took the points on offer) it 
might not have been just the bonus point we missed out on! These 
decisions are only easy if you’re not on the field!!

Plantation Shutters come back on-board with 
Rosslyn Park
Here at Plantation Shutters, not only are we all thrilled to have once 
again joined forces with Rosslyn Park to continue as a Club Partner 
for another season, but we’re also very excited to get back to the 
Rock – you might have noticed our blue gazebo by the tickets’ 
booth at the last home game. We understand how important local 
community support is and couldn’t be happier to be part of this 

journey for another season.

Plantation Shutters Ltd is the oldest independent shutter company 
in the UK and started trading in the neighbourhood back in 1982. 
As leading experts in the field, we have always been at the forefront 
of shutter innovation and supply a vast range of materials, styles 
and finish options for shutters ensuring every order is truly 
customised for each individual home.

Multiple factors set us apart in our working style, but the crucial 
secret is in the people, from our office staff to our in-house team of 
surveyors and fitters. We believe that removing sub-contractors 
ensures a consistent standard of workmanship and guarantees a 
streamlined service from start to finish. This prevents back-logs in 

https://rosslynpark.co.uk/membership/non-playing-membership/
https://rosslynpark.co.uk/membership/non-playing-membership/
https://rosslynpark.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f37049d54760df77d3372a65f&id=3798127b18&e=773f5060e8%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank

