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Welcome to Parknews These are heady times indeed! Top of 
the table with a maximum 10 competition points and 97 points 
scored in our first two matches. Saturday’s match included some 
superb tries that would have looked good if unopposed in 
training, let alone being run in past a National 1 defence. If we 
keep this up, surely bigger crowds will follow. Whilst not wishing 
in any way to rain on our parade, it is perhaps sensible to inject 
a bit of perspective before expectations run amok. We did really 
well at Plymouth, but they were not the team reputed to be 
potential title contenders that we had expected to meet.  
Similarly, Leeds may have come down from the Championship, 
but they are now a completely different team. You can only beat 
the side you are playing: we have done that – and done it very 
well. But we will face far more difficult matches as the season 
progresses. 

Which brings us to this Saturday’s match away to last season’s National 
2 South Champions, Taunton Titans. They were 3 points clear at the top 
of the table when COVID intervened, and they have got off to a flying 
start in the higher division. This is a first v second in the table clash as 
they are one of the only two other clubs on maximum points (Rams 
being the third). Their initial victory, 29-41away to Leeds Tykes, may be 
held not to prove much after our own result on Saturday.  However, last 
weekend they made the long trip to Darlington Mowden Park – never the 
easiest place to win, as we know from our own experiences – and came 
away with a 38-32 win, made even more impressive by the fact that they 
had to play out the last few minutes with only 13 players on the field. 
They are clearly a very useful side, currently in good form and full of 
confidence. By repute, they have a very strong pack and a dependable 
place kicker. It would be a real boost to the team to see and hear a vocal 
supporting presence as they strive to continue our present good run 
against our most difficult opponents yet. Unfortunately we are not 
allowed to live stream matches this year, but if you can’t make it you’ll 
be able to follow the match with regular updates on the club’s Twitter 
stream @rosslynpark

AGM
Rosslyn Park’s 2021 AGM will take place on Thursday 23rd 
September 2021 commencing at 7:00PM.  We shall be conducting 
the AGM physically in the Clubhouse and also online via Zoom. 
Members can either attend in person or will be able to view a LIVE 
stream of the AGM from home and participate in voting. Please 
note that the meeting is strictly members only, so do bring your 
membership card if attending in person.

Further information concerning participation online will be 
published on the website and sent to members prior to the 
meeting. A number of document downloads are available from a 
password protected area of the site.  Please contact the Club Office 
if you haven't received notification of these and the password via 
email.

The Titans’ ground is at Hyde Lane, Bathpool, Taunton, TA2 8BU, about 
2.2 miles from Taunton station and the town centre.  There is a regular 
train service from Paddington and some cheaper advance tickets are 
still available for the 90 minute journey. The only bus service we can 
trace travels a circuitous route and leaves you with still over a mile to 
walk to the ground, so a cab looks favourite unless you want to walk.  
Intelligence from one of our regular away supporters, who has visited 
Taunton several times with Middlesex CCC suggests there is a decent 

Future events
Saturday 18 September

Taunton Titans v 1st XV
National 1

Away KO 3:00PM

Rangers v Ampthill 2
Raging Bull League

Home KO 12:00

Fours v HAC 2
Middlesex Merit Premier

Home KO 14:30

Nomads v Chobham 2
Surrey Championship

Home (Richmond Park KO 14:00

Horsham v Hatters
Surrey Premiership

Away KO TBA

London Cornish 2 v Fours
Middlesex Merit Premier

Away KO TBA
Netball

Whitton B v Park Reds
Away start: 11:00

Spencer B v Park Blues
Away start: 13:00

Next First XV home match
Saturday 02 October

1st XV v Bishops Stortford
National 1

Home KO 3:00PM

PARK STAY TOP WITH A 9-TRY BLITZ
Brandon Jackson 
completes a great try for 
Park [ Photo: © Isabelle 
Lovell]
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pub for lunch about 400 yards downhill from the station, but the 
Taunton clubhouse itself gets a mention in the Good Beer Guide 
and does food. Admission is £10 on the gate with under-16s free.

There is entertainment at the Rock this weekend if you can’t make 
it to Taunton – and it’s free admission. The Rangers, as our second 
XV are now known, are due to play Ampthill 2s in the Premier 
division of the Raging Bull League on the 4G at noon, followed at 
14:30 by the Fours playing HAC2 in the Middlesex Merit Premier 
division.  The Nomads are also at home in the Surrey 
Championship, playing Chobham 2s in Richmond Park at 14:00.  
The Hatters are away to Horsham in the Surrey Premiership and 
the B XV away to London Cornish in Middlesex Merit Premier. If 
netball is your fix then Park Reds are away to Whitton B at the 
Magna Carta School in Staines at 11:00 and Park Blues away to 
Spencer B at Burntwood school in Earlsfield.  That’s six rugby 
teams and two netball teams all playing this weekend, even apart 
from the host of minis and juniors playing on Sunday.

Next weekend
Next week we round off a really challenging first month of the 
season, three out of four matches having been away from home, 
with another challenging long away trip, this time to Darlington 
Mowden Park on 25 September. They play at their 20,000+ all-
seater stadium the Northern Echo Arena, Neasham Road, DL2 
1DL. If travelling by train, you will pass the ground on the right 
(facing forwards) 1.2 miles before pulling into Darlington Station.  If 
walking to the ground (or taking the 13A or 13B bus from the 
station) you need to leave the station by the opposite exit to the one 
taking you into town. There’s a regular service to Darlington (00 and 
30 past the hour) from London Kings Cross. For the return journey 
there are trains at 17:58 and 18:28, but again be warned about 
taxis – last time we had one booked for the end of the match it 
failed to arrive and we had to walk. So don’t cut it too fine!

Match report
Park  60
Leeds Tykes  10
National 1

The margin of victory was a fair reflection of the match. Leeds, 
relegated last season, are rebuilding after the defections of most of 
their Championship squad and it is fair to say that were outplayed 
in just every facet of the game.

Fly half Owen Waters soon had the home side in the lead when 
Leeds erred to concede a penalty which he stroked over with ease.

Leeds really fought and could have taken lead but for muffing two 
comparatively easy penaties either side of Park flanker Harry 
Ledger being helped from the field after only eight minutes.

Park soon asserted their authority and on 12 minutes a good move 
up the left saw winger Ben Howard streak over, Waters adding an 
excellent conversion for 10-0.

That was 17-0 just two minutes later when some good work by full-
back Henry Robinson saw winger Brandon Jackson score up the 
right, Waters again obliging with the conversion.

Leeds got on the scoreboard when Park were penalized at a scrum 
on their own 22 and visiting scrum-half Venables administered the 
punishment for 17-3.

An all-out attack by Park saw flanker Arthur Ellis get over on 24 
minutes, Waters again obliging with the kick for 24-3.

A rare Leeds foray into Park territory nearly ended in disaster when 
Jackson gathered the ball, broke a tackle and sprinted up the wing 
only to be halted by a last ditch tackle. Park maintained the attack 
but were twice penalized close to the try line. But they would not be 
denied. A penalty in front of the posts was propelled to touch and 
some good work by Howard saw Robinson nip in to score for the 4-
try bonus.

The second period was only two minutes old when a super move up 
the right saw Waters come onto the ball at speed to score out wide 
and make it difficult for his own conversion. He nailed it anyway for 
36-3.

On 49 minutes Robinson added to his man-of-the-match 
performance with a superb try for 41-3, Waters conversion attempt 
bouncing out off the far post.
 
Park were clearly now going for the 50 and perhaps lost a bit of 
defensive shape allowing Tykes to score their sole try of the 
afternoon through Hardwick on 51 minutes.
 
Lesson learned, Park were back on the scoreboard on 58 minutes 
when awarded an attacking scrum about 10 metres out and some 
very smart work by Jack gash set up Howard to scythe through for 
48-10 with Waters’ conversion.

Park then substituted the half backs, making no difference at all to 
their dominance. Tykes were still, much to their credit, playing their 
hearts out but on the day were simply outclassed. They won a 
penalty in front of the posts, kicked to the corner, but it only led to a 
superb end-to-end try, completed by centre Lewis Jones sprinting 
through the middle from inside his own half, outpacing everyone, to 
touch down. Fly half Luc Smith marked his debut with a finely struck 
conversion for 55-10
 
There was still time for Howard to complete his hat-trick to bring up 

Photo by Isabelle Lovell

Photo by Isabelle Lovell

Gregor Gillanders finds Arthur Ellis  in support [Photo: © 
Isabelle Lovell]
]

Jared Saunders takes on two Leeds defenders [Photo: 
© Isabelle Lovell]

Owen Waters throws a pass [Photo: 
© Isabelle Lovell]
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the final score of 60-10
 

Park: Henry Robinson, Brandon Jackson Nick Scott, Lewis Jones, 
Ben Howard, Owen Waters, Jack Gash; Kyle Traynor, Jared 
Saunders, Austin Hay, Henry Spencer, Gregor Gillanders, Harry 
Ledger, Arthur Ellis, Dan Laventure
Replacements: Ryan Jackson, Ollie Dawe, Josh Poole, Dave 
Lewis, Luc Smith 

Clubsides
Will Thorogood reports that no Clubside games were played last 
weekend, 4's v Bank of England XV having to be cancelled late in 
the day, but it was good to see a few Clubside players, past and 
present, at the Rock for the 1's v Leeds Tykes game. A good 
contingent of Nomad Alumni, including Dochers, Moff, Bill Young, 
the two Joshes and Jonsey amongst others who were certainly in 
party mood after an eighteen month lay-off. Good to see old mates 
again...so let's hope it continues through the season, and we have 
no more "lockdown interruptions"!
Games for this weekend (18/9), 4's v HAC 2's Home ko 2.15pm 
-4G. Nomads v Chobham 2 Home ko 1.30/1.45 pm TBC-Richmond 
Park. B's v L.Cornish 2's Away. Hatters v Horsham 2 Away-TBC

Park Netball
Claygate A 39
Park 31
The Park line-up was: GS: Beth Hunt, GA: Fran Bennett, WA: Vicky 
Nash, C: Claire Shapland (C), WD: Emily Sarsfield,GD: Faye 
Brown, GK: Hannah Wallis (VC)
Bench: Abby Mahal; Charli Hicks

Another week and another new look team for the Rosslyn Park 
Surrey team with Faye Brown making her debut for the club and 
Claire Shapland returning from injury. The opposition this week 
were Claygate, a very established team in the area- a club that 
three of the RPNC line up had played for previously. 
 
Q1, Park were off to a slow start with a very physical Claygate 
defence asserting dominance early and moving swiftly to a 4-0 lead. 
Park started to settle mid-way through the quarter, getting a 
foothold in the game. Q1 Claygate led 13-8.
 
Making some defensive changes in Q2 saw Abby Mahal enter the 
court at GD. Park had started to rattle Claygate and with some big 
defensive plays being called at the back by GK Hannah Wallis, 
more ball started to be won across the court by not allowing 
Claygate to play with their trademark width. Smooth attacking play 
and sharp shooting by Beth Hunt and Fran Bennett was a joy to 
behold but Park went in at half time 7 goals down (24-17)
 
The second half saw Park really start to shift into gear. A high 
intensity third quarter simply didn't give Park the credit 
they deserved on the score sheet.  Going into the final quarter, Park 
were going to leave it all on court. More defensive rotations and 
pre-season fitness really started to shine through despite the humid 
sports hall conditions. Chipping away goal by goal, Park were 
forcing Claygate to make changes to their line up and second guess 
their strategies. Faye Brown had a stormer on debut making 
numerous intercepts with the whole team working with ease through 
the court to give the shooters opportunities which they were taking 
effortlessly. Winning the final quarter by 3 goals, Park needed 
another 5 minutes - alas the whistle beat us!

 
Final score: Claygate: 39 Park: 31
 
Player of the match (away): Vicky Nash
Player of the match (home): Faye Brown & Francesca Bennett

It was a really entertaining match away to Claygate last weekend. 
This Saturday morning the Park Reds and Blues start their league 
programmes and would welcome any support. The Reds are away 
to Whitton B at Magna Carta School, Thorpe Road, Staines, TW18 
3HJ at 11:00. The Blues are away to Spencer B at Burntwood 
School, Burntwood Lane, Earlsfield at 13:00. Here are the fixtures 
for each of the teams up until the end of October, your support 
would be very welcome.

Rosslyn Park
Sep 25  H  Cobham A (10:00)
Oct  09  A  Whitton A (11:00)
        23  H  Fairlands A (10:00)

Rosslyn Park Reds
Oct  02  H  Worcester Park Lions A (10:00) 
        16  H  Grasshoppers B (10:00)
        30  H  Teddington Club B (10:00)

Rosslyn Park Blues
Sep 18  A  Spencer B (13:00)
Oct  02  H  Worcester Park Lions C (11:30)
        16  H  Grasshoppers D (11:30)
        30  H  Seymours D (11:30)
Home matches are played at Roehampton University, Froebel 
College, Roehampton Lane, SW15 5PJ (the entrance is very close 
to the junction with Clarence Lane, just follow the internal road down 
to the courts).

Back to Rugby - National 1 Round-up
Park remain top of National 1 on points difference after our 60-10 
win over Leeds Tykes. Our next opponents, Taunton Titans are 
second after a good win away at Darlington Mowden Park by 
38-32, playing the last few minutes with only 13 men. They very 
nearly lost – Mowden crossed their line with last move but spilled 
the ball forward. Rams are also on 10 points after a 24-13 win over 
Tonbridge Juddians. Cinderford are fourth, one point behind, after 
a 29-21 win over Caldy, who were awarded two penalty tries within 
5 minutes of each other!

Birmingham Moseley are the only other club with two wins, beating 
Blackheath 22-20 with a last minute try and conversion whilst 
reduced to 14 men. Bishops Stortford are next in line after 

Abby Mahal about to pass with Faye Brown running 
wide and Hannah Wallis in the background

Beth Hunt tries to 
net with (far side)  
Fran Bennett 
waiting to pounce 
on any rebound
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defeating Plymouth Albion by 32-19. 
Plymouth had the possibly unique experience 
of receiving consecutive yellow cards on 50, 
60 and 70 minutes, thus playing the last half 
hour with 14 players. Chinnor are seventh, 
still on maximum points, but didn’t play last 
weekend. The top half of the table is 
completed by Sale, who beat Cambridge by 
15-7.

Photos
The First XV photos in this Parknews are 
kindly supplied by Isabelle Lovell. In 
reproducing photos in Parknews it is always 
necessary to reduce the resolution 
(sharpness) in order to comply with file size 
limitations of the website: the originals are far 
better. The good news is that  you can 
purchase full-resolution copies and many 
other Rosslyn Park photos from Izzy’s 
website https://www.isabellelovellsports.co.uk

New Law unfair?
There was some conversation in the 
clubhouse on Saturday before the match 
about the new experimental Laws this season.  While it is only fair 
to allow these to bed in before being too dogmatic, one in particular 
was held to be so unfair that it should be dropped straight away! 
This was the one whereby the attacking side have crossed the line 
but are deemed to be “held up” when placing down the ball. Instead 
of play restarting with a 5-metre scrum with the attacking side 
having the put in, the defending side now get the ball to “drop out” 
from anywhere behind their goal line. This was unanimously though 
to unfairly punish the attacking side. 

It didn’t take long for an illustration of this to arise.  Tonbridge 
Juddians got the ball over Rams’ line with the last move of the 
match last Saturday but were deemed held up. Just 9 points in 
arrears, they would have fancied their chances of grabbing the 
losing bonus point under the old Law – instead Rams were able to 
propel the ball one bounce and into touch to end the match. Result: 
no bonus point for Juddians.  Where the ball is clearly held up from 
being grounded a case can be made that a team had their chance 
and didn’t take it. But many – if not most – “held up” decisions come 
when officials have no clear sightline and are unsure whether the 
ball has been grounded or not, and in many of these cases a score 
will have been disallowed and the ball handed to the other team. 

The reason for the new Law is “To encourage variety in attacking 
play close to the goal line and to increase ball in play time by 
replacing a scrum with a kick that must be taken without delay. An 
opportunity for counter attack is also created”.  One doubts that 
many forwards will agree with this one after being left breathless 
from the effort of getting to the line, only to have to instantly rush 
back to defend!

Accommodation wanted
We have a number of players who are planning to join our 1st XV 
squad who require temporary accommodation in London and 
surrounds. As you can appreciate finding suitable accommodation 
at short notice is very challenging at the best of times. We are 
approaching the Park Community to see whether you have 
potentially suitable properties that could be rented (ideally on 
favourable terms), short term, whilst these players find their feet. 
We're ideally looking for one or two bedroom properties in London 
or the surrounds which would be available for the next two to three 
months. The actual requirement is extremely flexible, so please 
contact Dom Shabbo in the first instance if you think you can help 
us. We could also weave in some potential sponsors benefits if 
appropriate.

International Tickets
Full Members should by now have received notice of the ballot for 
England International tickets.  If not, look on the website or contact 
the Club Office.  The club’s allocated tickets are distributed by a 
ballot that is restricted to Full Members, so if you want to be in with 
a chance and you’re not already a member, you know what to do….

Membership
This is clearly going to be a crucial season with the possibility of 
three clubs being promoted at the end. We would love to be able to 
strengthen our squad even further but we have to operate within the 
constraints we have available. There is a way supporters or existing 
members can help.  The Ripley Membership has as its purpose 
raising funds for our playing and coaching budget and has made a 
genuine contribution to the renewed success of our First XV. In 
addition to the benefits of full membership you will get two extra 
membership cards, free parking, two free lunches during the 
season for yourself and two guests, Q&A sessions twice a year with 
the Director of Rugby the Chairman and the Managing Director, 
plus an exclusive Ripley hat and scarf. Please consider whether 
your membership, or join as a ‘Ripley’ if you are not already a 
member. Please speak to Dom Shabbo if you might be able to help.

If the Ripley is not for you, and haven’t yet renewed your 
membership, or would like to join the Club, now is the time. Single 
Full Membership costs £200 or £16.70 per month and includes free 
entry to all home games with free Programme, exclusive invites to 
events, free bar loyalty card and access to International tickets. 
Family Membership is available to all couples and includes the 
same benefits but for two persons and costs £300 or £25 per 
month. If you live a distance from the club Country Membership is 
available at £80 or £6.70 a month with the same benefits except 
you pay a reduced admission price of £10 and a programme is not 
included. Please go to https://rosslynpark.co.uk/membership/non-
playing-membership/ or call the club office on 020 8876 1879.

Mini & Youth Memberships Please note that Mini and Youth 
Memberships are managed through a separate registration 
process, details of which can be found here.

Sponsorship Opportunities
With clubs financially reeling from the Covid crisis, sponsorship has 
never been  more important to clubs - and Rosslyn Park is certainly 
no exception to that rule. A very wide range of sponsorship 
advertising, marketing and promotional opportunities are available 
throughout the season with prices suitable for all budgets. These 
provide a very powerful and cost effective opportunity to promote 
your business.

MATCH DAY SPONSORSHIP
Get in on the Action! As the official Match Sponsor of a Rosslyn 
Park First XV game, you will host your guests in our newly 
refurbished Clubhouse.Before the game you will sample our 
excellent hospitality with a VIP lunch courtesy of our in-house 
caterers. Afterwards you and your guests will have the chance to 
meet Rosslyn Park players and present the Man of the Match 
award, the photo of this presentation will feature in the following 
Match Day Programme.

https://www.isabellelovellsports.co.uk/
https://rosslynpark.co.uk/membership/non-playing-membership/
https://rosslynpark.co.uk/membership/non-playing-membership/
https://rosslynpark.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f37049d54760df77d3372a65f&id=3798127b18&e=773f5060e8%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Meet the Players
Your company will be featured on the cover of the programme, and 
you will have a full page advert inside. You will also receive PA 
announcements throughout the game.
Finally, you have the opportunity to distribute promotional flyers in 
the Clubhouse and around the ground to advertise your business to 
all of our spectators and members on the day.
Full Package Includes:
• Front Cover Programme Branding as the Official Match Day 
Sponsor
• PA Announcements throughout the afternoon
• VIP Lunch for 10 for guests prior to the game
• Man of the Match Presentation after the game.
• Photo of the Man of Match Presentation to appear in following 
Match Day Programme
• Opportunity to distribute Promotional Flyers on the day
• 2 Car Parking Spaces
• Post Match Visit for you and your guests from two Rosslyn Park 
players or coaches of your choice.

Digital sponsorship
• Email marketing & campaigns to club database throughout the 
year. Database of over 3,000 members and players
• Feature on RPFC website & full company description
• Social media support across all channels throughout the season. 
Twitter, Instagram, Facebook & YouTube
• Branded pitch board located around the venue 6m x 2m board 
designed and produced by club for the full year
• Table of 8 guests including 3-course meal for one home game of 
the season. Home game of choice, including 3-course meal & car 
parking spaces
• Hire of the club/venue free of charge. This can include both pitch 
and clubhouse for one full day

Kit sponsorship
• Company branding on Men’s 1st XV playing kit
National exposure throughout the year

Player Sponsorship

A great opportunity to be linked with a Rosslyn Park player and to 
follow his progress throughout the season.
PA announcement when your player scores a try
Company logo/name against player profile in match-day 
programme
10 tickets for a 1st XV home game of your choice

Digital Marketing
The Rosslyn Park website, database, Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram all represent a large and fast growing audience with 
targeted engagements.
These platforms allow opportunities for companies to build 
bespoke and extremely cost effective packages and are a great 
ways to interact with our supporters and social media followers 
instantly. Our social media not only provides the latest Rosslyn 
Park tries and score lines but also highlight your companies 
involvement at the club.
Please do support our sponsors as they have supported us.
Please contact Kenneth Moore, via email 
Kenneth.Moore@Rosslynpark.co.uk or phone: 0208 876 
1879 to discuss how sponsorship at Rosslyn Park may fit 
with your own promotional plans.

Keep up to date
Keep in touch with everything happening at Rosslyn Park by 
regularly visiting the Club’s website at 
www.rosslynpark.co.uk
The club is also active in several social media channels:
Twitter: http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy
Facebook: http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV 
Instagram: http://bit.ly/34d652t  
YouTube: http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC 
Do you want to receive an email notification when ParkNews is 
published? If you wish to receive the weekly email notifications 
that ParkNews has been published (and are not already receiving 
them) please just email: parklife@rosslynpark.co.uk with "Send 
Me ParkNews" in the subject line.  You can also receive a tweet 
immediately Parklife appears on the website by following 
@RPNoseyParker on Twitter.

tel:0208%20876%201879
tel:0208%20876%201879
http://www.rosslynpark.co.uk
http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy
http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV
http://bit.ly/34d652t
http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC

