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Welcome to Parknews With one match played and Park are 
top of the table!  It is – of course – who tops the table at the 
end of the season that really counts, but it’s difficult to imagine 
a better start than a 5-try bonus-point away win over one of the 
clubs fancied to be near the top. Having said that, Park will be 
well-aware that there is no room for complacency. On the 
afternoon Plymouth did not enjoy their best day at the office. 
Partly that was because the Park forwards took the game by 
the throat and Park’s speed to the ball at every Albion handling 
error was really impressive.  At the end of 80 minutes, the full-
throated roars of the home crowd had been muted. The truth is 
that Park didn’t really allow their opponents to play. Albion are 
old friends and they are certain to enjoy better days.

There were good performances throughout the Park team. Craig 
Holland was forced to pull out at the last moment with an injury, so 
Owen Waters wore the 10 shirt, but it did not impact on Park’s 
performance. Blake Boyland travelled to the game as a non-playing 
reserve and took Owen’s place on the bench. He also got a run out 
before the end and also impressed.  Strength in depth is really important 
when injuries start to bite, and if you can score 5 tries away from home 
with an unscheduled change of half-backs then that’s surely a good 
sign!

The result will have been a big disappointment to the hopes of the large 
home crowd. There were long queues to gain admission well before the 
start, with the attendance of 2088 being far the largest of the day in 
National 1. Park’s supporters had no time to even clap the team from the 
field at the end – with no taxis available it was a case of hotfoot back to 
the station.  But it was worth it! Unfortunately ace photographer Izzy was 
unable to attend and we’re grateful to have filched some photos from the 
Plymouth Albion website.

This weekend
This week we face the team that was relegated from the Championship 
last season in the form of Leeds Tykes, though it would be more 
accurate to say “club”, because most of the Championship team left. 
Indeed it had been rumoured that the club was about to collapse under 
financial difficulties. Mercifully they have escaped that fate and the 
return of Phil Davies has given them a boost. Last weekend they lost at 
home to last season’s Two South Champions, Taunton Titans, despite 
Tykes gaining the 4-try bonus before half-time. Taunton’s powerful pack 
took over despite the Yorkshire side giving everything until the final 
whistle. No club with Davies at the helm is going to make it easy for their 
opponents and Park will need to be at their best if we are to start the 
season with two wins.

There is scheduled to be a curtain raiser in the form of our Fours 
playing a Bank of England XV in a friendly on the 4G at 11:30, so why 
not come down early and hopefully enjoy a cool drink in the warm 
sunshine?  Another sporting event involving a Park team is our netball 
girls – the Surrey team - playing at 9:30am at Coombe Girls 
School, Clarence Ave, New Malden.  The venue is very close to New 
Malden station, so if you are in the area your support would be 
appreciated.

Match report
Plymouth Albion 8
Park 37
National 1
The dominance of the Park pack provided a platform from which the 
visitors dictated the match against an Albion side that on the day failed 

Future events
Saturday 11 September

Claygate A v Park Surrey
 Netball

Coombe Girls’ School, New Malden
Start 09:30

Fours v Bank of England
Curtain raiser, Friendly

Home KO 11:30

First home league match

1st XV v Leeds Tykes
National 1

Home KO 3:00PM

Saturday 18 September

Taunton Titans v 1st XV
National 1

Away KO 3:00PM
Fours v HAC 2
Middlesex Merit Premier

Home KO TBA
Nomads v Chobham 2

Surrey Championship
Home KO TBA

Horsham v Hatters
Surrey Premiership

Away KO TBA
London Cornish 2 v Fours

Middlesex Merit Premier
Away KO TBA

5-TRY AWAY WIN TAKES PARK TO THE TOP
The battle up front [Photo: Plymouth Albion website]
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to live up to their reputation.  The result takes Park to the top of the 
table, but before anyone gets too carried away, there will be 
tougher opposition before the end of the season. Nevertheless a 
five-try away win first time out is not a performance to be sniffed at.

Park made an encouraging start, but conceded a penalty just inside 
the Albion half. Plymouth fly half Tom Putt, aided by a strong wind 
at his back, sent a powerful kick between the posts for 3-0.

Park soon took control of things, and despite some committed 
defence from the home team set up a sequence of attacks. On 10 
minutes Albion’s defences were at full stretch and the ball was 
released to Henry Robinson who scythed through to touch down. 
The conversion was missed, but Owen Waters, a late replacement 
for Craig Holland, was soon on the scoreboard with a penalty to 
stretch the lead to 8-3.

Park had more of the play despite playing against the elements. 
Plymouth handling errors were seized upon with Park persistently 
faster to the ball, but had only another Waters penalty as a reward 
for their efforts to lead by 11-3.

Before the interval a rare Albion attack did look to have potentialy 
changed the whole shape of the game. A kick into the Park 22 saw 
a lineout from which Albion set up a useful attack which was 
defended at the cost of successive yellow cards for Hugo Ellis and 
Harry Ledger. Plymouth drove over to touch down, missing the 
conversion for 11-8.

Instead of taking advantage, the home side were pinned back on 
the back foot as Park pressed in their opponents’ half. A penalty 
was won but narrowly missed. A good drive ended in conceding a 
penalty. It was a mightily impressive passage of play by Park’s 13 
and half time came at 11-8.

The second period really was all Rosslyn Park, with Albion hardly 
able to escape their own half despite offering stubborn resistance. 
Some good handling led to centre Brandon Jackson, making his 
debut from the bench, powering through to score a good try on 51 
minutes, converted for 18-8.

Eventually the pressure told and it was Albion’s turn to receive two 
yellow cards in rapid succession.  Park immediately drove over and 
it was Arthur Ellis who touched down. Waters added the conversion 
to make it 25-8.

Park piled on the pressure but, though out-played Albion showed 
great resistance and it took until inside the final 10 minutes to 
secure the 4-try bonus. A Park rampage drove the home side 
backwards and some clever work by Gregor Gillanders caused a 
defender lose the ball in a tackle while under severe pressure 
behind his own line and Gregor flung himself on it to secure the 4-
try bonus. Waters again added the extras for 32-8.

There was just time for the play of the match, a truly spectacular 
end-to-end try up the left with high speed inter-passing before a 
blistering sprint from Ben Howard to touch down out wide for the 
final score at 37-8. 
Park: Henry Robinson, Nick Scott, Henry Cheeseman, Lewis 
Jones, Ben Howard, Owen Waters, Jack Gash; Kyle Traynor, Jared 

Saunders, Austin Hay, Dan Laventure, Gregor Gillanders, Harry 
Ledger, Arthur Ellis, Hugo Ellis ©
Replacements: Ryan Jackson, Ollie Dawe, Jamie Gray, Blake 
Boyland, Brandon Jackson

Next week
For our next away match we travel to new territory to take on 
National 2 champions of last season, Taunton Titans.  They made 
an instant impression in their first match at National 1 level last 
weekend. An impressive second half performance saw them secure 
an impressive 29-41 win away to Leeds Tykes. Their game is 
catered on a powerful pack, which will provide a severe challenge 
to our own forwards. Flanker Rafa Vakalutukali is a force to be 
reckoned with and, should Park concede penalties, they boast a 
dependable kicker in fly half Jack Walsh. It should be an interesting 
contest and your vocal support would be much appreciated.

The ground is Towergate Stadium, Hyde Lane, Bathpool, Taunton, 
TA2 8BU. We’ve outlined in previous Parknews editions the train 
option (see below) but the group of supporters known as the 
Western Terrace are looking at hiring a bus on which there could 
well be spare seats.  Unfortunately we have no details but take a 
look at their twitter account  @RPWestTerrace and reply to their 
message. 

If travelling by train, you will pass the ground on the right (facing 
forwards) 2.2 miles before pulling into Taunton Station, so that’s the 
distance you’ll have to walk unless you get a cab. Trains leave 
London Paddington quite frequently for the 90 minute journey, but 
at time of writing there’s quite a disparity between the fares, so do 
check before you book. There are return trains at 17:44 and 18:26. 
The centre of Taunton is a fair walk from the station, and not in the 
direction of the ground.  The good news is that Taunton Rugby Club 
gets a mention in the Good Beer Guide and does food.  Admission 
is £10 on the gate but Under-16s go free.

Further ahead
The following week we round off a really challenging first month of 
the season, three out of four matches being away from home, with 
another long away trip, this time to Darlington Mowden Park on 
25 September. They play at their 20,000+ all-seater stadium the 
Northern Echo Arena, Neasham Road, DL2 1DL. If travelling by 
train, you will pass the ground on the right (facing forwards) 1.2 
miles before pulling into Darlington Station.  If walking to the ground 
(or taking the 13A or 13B bus from the station) you need to leave 
the station by the opposite exit to the one taking you into town. 
There’s a regular service to Darlington (00 and 30 past the hour) 
from London Kings Cross. For the return journey there are trains at 
17:58 and 18:28, but again be warned about taxis – last time we 
had one booked for the end of the match it failed to arrive and we 
had to walk. So don’t cut it too fine!

Clubsides
Will Thorogood reports that it was a late evening on Friday when 
the Nomads had a friendly, if a little physical, runout against the 4's 
as game time practice much. Kick off, after 8.30, lead to a fast and 
furiously paced game, but the knocks and tackles, after an 18 

Photo by Isabelle Lovell
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[Photo: Plymouth Albion website]

A select bunch of Park’s away support at 
Plymouth. The Dolphin Hotel was once the 
favoured local of the artist Beryl Cook. On 
Saturday it played host to artists of a different 
genre [Photo: Don Shelley]
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month break, took their toll with a number of injuries which lead to a 
few casualties who couldn't return to the field of play. A big thank 
you to Pippa who throughout tended to the wounded. A busy shift 
for her.

Played in a good spirit, however, the players adapted  to the new 
experimental laws quite well, along with able assistance, reffing and 
guidance from the Society Ref, Piers Skinner. Thank you.

 The game was played in 3 X 20 minute chukkas which was more 
than enough for all, I think. I had some Polo mints in my pocket, but 
no ponies on the pitch! One or two Shire Horses though, but all 
thoroughbreds!

The scoreline, 33-7 to the Nomads, was not important, but what 
was was getting match game time, and all that goes with it.A few 
beers were being slurped by the players and ref when I left at about 
10.30.

Anyway, the 4's have another practice runout on Saturday morning, 
11.30 am ko,. against a Bank of England XV, subject to 
confirmation. 

Park Netball
This Saturday the Surrey team have a match away to Claygate A at 
9:30am at Coombe Girls School, Clarence Ave, New Malden KT3 
3TU. If you are in the area please get along and support the girls – 
plenty of time to get along to the Rock before the rugby starts! The 
following week’s two games (Kington Reds & Blues) are also away 
– location is currently TBC so watch this space next week.

The first home game is Saturday 25 September when the Surrey 
squad are playing Cobham at 10am at Roehampton University. It 
would be really good to get some support along there for the girls, 
who are an important (and expanding) part of the club.

National 1 round-up
Last Saturday’s matches did nothing to discourage the view that 
ourselves, Chinnor and Rams would be teams to watch, while 
Cinderford should not be lightly disregarded. We have already 
reported our own match, but Birmingham Moseley beat 
Darlington Mowden Park by a single point, 23-22, with Moseley 
grabbing the bonus points. Both clubs have recruited substantially 
in the close season and will be hoping to challenge near the top.

Blackheath losing at home by 15-18 to Cinderford will have 
surprised a few.  The home side simply conceded far too many 
penalties under pressure. Cambridge have been quite bullish about 
their prospects for the season and probably should not be too 
disappointed by losing 28-34 to Rams, who probably are overall 
favourites for the title. The other club firmly in the reckoning are 
Chinnor, who confirmed that status with a 34- 21 win over Sale FC. 
WSe have already mentioned Leeds Tykes 29-41 loss to Taunton. 
Tonbridge Juddians played out an 18-18 draw in their National 1 
debut against Bishop's Stortford. Caldy didn’t play, OEs having 
dropped out.

Tragedy strikes at Henley
Shortly after Henley Hawks’ opening match against Old Albanian on 
Saturday their lock, David Hyde, collapsed and he died in hospital 
shortly after.  Everyone at Rosslyn Park will want to be associated 
with expressing our sincere condolences to his wife, Katherine, his 
young son and everyone at Henley Rugby Club. 

400 Club
The 400 Club winners for September are - £100 Michael Clein, £50 
John Gunner and £25 Hugh Springall. If you would like to help the 
club for a modest monthly outlay, while having a chance of monthly 
prizes including an end of season jackpot please contact Boothy via 
the club office.

International Tickets
Full Members should by now have received notice of the ballot for 
England International tickets.  If not, look on the website or contact 
the Club Office.  The club’s allocated tickets are distributed by a 
ballot that is restricted to Full Members, so if you want to be in with 

a chance and you’re not already a member, you know what to do…..
Membership
This is clearly going to be a crucial season with the possibility of 
three clubs being promoted at the end. We would love to be able to 
strengthen our squad even further but we have to operate within the 
constraints we have available. There is a way supporters or existing 
members can help.  The Ripley Membership has as its purpose 
raising funds for our playing and coaching budget and has made a 
genuine contribution to the renewed success of our First XV. In 
addition to the benefits of full membership you will get two extra 
membership cards, free parking, two free lunches during the season 
for yourself and two guests, Q&A sessions twice a year with the 
Director of Rugby the Chairman and the Managing Director, plus an 
exclusive Ripley hat and scarf. Please consider whether your 
membership, or join as a ‘Ripley’ if you are not already a member. 
Please speak to Dom Shabbo if you might be able to help.

If the Ripley is not for you, and haven’t yet renewed your 
membership, or would like to join the Club, now is the time. Single 
Full Membership costs £200 or £16.70 per month and includes free 
entry to all home games with free Programme, exclusive invites to 
events, free bar loyalty card and access to International tickets. 
Family Membership is available to all couples and includes the 
same benefits but for two persons and costs £300 or £25 per month. 
If you live a distance from the club Country Membership is available 
at £80 or £6.70 a month with the same benefits except you pay a 
reduced admission price of £10 and a programme is not included. 
Please go to https://rosslynpark.co.uk/membership/non-playing-
membership/ or call the club office on 020 8876 1879.

Mini & Youth Memberships Please note that Mini and Youth 
Memberships are managed through a separate registration process, 
details of which can be found here.

Sponsorship Opportunities
With clubs financially reeling from the Covid crisis, sponsorship has 
never been  more important to clubs - and Rosslyn Park is certainly 
no exception to that rule. A very wide range of sponsorship 
advertising, marketing and promotional opportunities are available 
throughout the season with prices suitable for all budgets. These 
provide a very powerful and cost effective opportunity to promote 
your business.

MATCH DAY SPONSORSHIP
Get in on the Action! As the official Match Sponsor of a Rosslyn 
Park First XV game, you will host your guests in our newly 
refurbished Clubhouse.Before the game you will sample our 
excellent hospitality with a VIP lunch courtesy of our in-house 
caterers. Afterwards you and your guests will have the chance to 
meet Rosslyn Park players and present the Man of the Match 
award, the photo of this presentation will feature in the following 
Match Day Programme.
Meet the Players
Your company will be featured on the cover of the programme, and 
you will have a full page advert inside. You will also receive PA 
announcements throughout the game.
Finally, you have the opportunity to distribute promotional flyers in 
the Clubhouse and around the ground to advertise your business to 
all of our spectators and members on the day.
Full Package Includes:
• Front Cover Programme Branding as the Official Match Day 
Sponsor
• PA Announcements throughout the afternoon
• VIP Lunch for 10 for guests prior to the game
• Man of the Match Presentation after the game.
• Photo of the Man of Match Presentation to appear in following 
Match Day Programme
• Opportunity to distribute Promotional Flyers on the day
• 2 Car Parking Spaces
• Post Match Visit for you and your guests from two Rosslyn Park 
players or coaches of your choice.

Digital sponsorship
• Email marketing & campaigns to club database throughout the 
year. Database of over 3,000 members and players
• Feature on RPFC website & full company description

https://rosslynpark.co.uk/membership/non-playing-membership/
https://rosslynpark.co.uk/membership/non-playing-membership/
https://rosslynpark.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f37049d54760df77d3372a65f&id=3798127b18&e=773f5060e8%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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• Social media support across all channels throughout the season. 
Twitter, Instagram, Facebook & YouTube
• Branded pitch board located around the venue 6m x 2m board 
designed and produced by club for the full year
• Table of 8 guests including 3-course meal for one home game of 
the season. Home game of choice, including 3-course meal & car 
parking spaces
• Hire of the club/venue free of charge. This can include both pitch 
and clubhouse for one full day

Kit sponsorship
• Company branding on Men’s 1st XV playing kit
National exposure throughout the year

Player Sponsorship
A great opportunity to be linked with a Rosslyn Park player and to 
follow his progress throughout the season.
PA announcement when your player scores a try
Company logo/name against player profile in match-day 
programme
10 tickets for a 1st XV home game of your choice

Digital Marketing
The Rosslyn Park website, database, Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram all represent a large and fast growing audience with 
targeted engagements.
These platforms allow opportunities for companies to build bespoke 
and extremely cost effective packages and are a great ways to 
interact with our supporters and social media followers instantly. 
Our social media not only provides the latest Rosslyn Park tries and 
score lines but also highlight your companies involvement at the 
club.

Please do support our sponsors as they have 
supported us.
Please contact Kenneth Moore, via email 
Kenneth.Moore@Rosslynpark.co.uk or phone: 0208 876 
1879 to discuss how sponsorship at Rosslyn Park may 
fit with your own promotional plans.

Keep up to date
Keep in touch with everything happening at Rosslyn 
Park by regularly visiting the Club’s website at 
www.rosslynpark.co.uk
The club is also active in several social media 
channels:

Twitter: http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy
 
Facebook: http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV 

Instagram: http://bit.ly/34d652t  

YouTube: http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC 

Do you want to receive an email notification when 
ParkNews is published? If you wish to receive the 
weekly email notifications that ParkNews has been 
published (and are not already receiving them) please 
just email: parklife@rosslynpark.co.uk with "Send Me 
ParkNews" in the subject line.  You can also receive a 
tweet immediately Parklife appears on the website by 
following @RPNoseyParker on Twitter.

Don’t forget
Rosslyn Park

v
Leeds Tykes

This Saturday at 3:00PM
Curtain raiser match at 11:30

Come early - the club needs the bar takings!

tel:0208%20876%201879
tel:0208%20876%201879
http://www.rosslynpark.co.uk
http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy
http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV
http://bit.ly/34d652t
http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC

