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Welcome to Parknews If you haven’t done so 
yet, there is still time to grab tickets for this 
Summer of Sport, when the Rock becomes a 
large Beer Garden with a giant 30 square metre 
screen.  It will be one of London's Biggest Beer 
Gardens. Think outdoor eating, drinking, dancing 
and celebrating the best of British Summertime, 
watching the British Lions and the soccer Euros. 
Early Bird Tickets from just £10 per person. 
Minimum 6 per table booking. Limited Capacity 
so please book early to avoid disappointment. 
Tickets are on sale now using this link: 
www.summerofsportlondon.com The club is 
looking to open up more often when the 
temperature is a bit more conducive to sitting at 
outdoor tables. 

Meanwhile activity is under way despite this being the 
close season. The mini / junior sections are in full swing on Sunday 
mornings, our netballers are playing their friendlies and the pitch is 
getting plenty of midweek daytime use as the training base of London 
Broncos Rugby League. Of course we have sustained serious losses – 
both human and financial – as have other clubs as a result of the 
pandemic.  We are not out of the woods yet, but there is the discernible 
buzz of things stirring.

It is really important that we get behind the Summer of Sport and the 
other things the club will be doing to generate income. Not least of these 
is the London Floodlit 7s on Thursday 24 June, with the prospect of 
some top class rugby on a balmy summer evening. Please be an 
ambassador for the club with your friends and colleagues and get them 
along to the Rock to enjoy the atmosphere. 

Rosslyn Park Netball
The netballers are in action again this Saturday morning with both our 
teams away to the established South London club, Alpha at Elmwood 
School, Tulse Hill. These are, again, two really tough matches but 
playing against decent opposition is a good way to develop!

Our netballers report on last weekend
Our third friendly of 2021 was against Karisma. These are 2 very strong 
teams, who have a lot of experience. Both Rosslyn Park teams took the 
court by storm and showed excellence progression from last week. 

Rosslyn Park Surrey vs Karisma A 16-44
Home POM: Miller
Away POM: Hannah 
Mac
The game started at 
quite the pace, with 
both teams coming out 
strong. Surrey started 
off with a bang, with 
some great movement 
from Vicky Nash and 
Hannah Mac in Centre 
Court. They worked 
well together, showing 
their ability at moving 
the ball around putting 
the pressure on 
Karisma’s Defence. 

Future events
This Saturday 08 May

in the morning
Rosslyn Park Netball Club

Alpha v RPNC Surrey
Friendly, Away 09:30

Alpha v RPNC Kingston
Friendly, Away 11:00

Due to Covid restrictions supporters should not attend.  
Hopefully this situation will soon change, but in the meantime 

please support the girls in spirit only.

This Summer of Sport
Throughout the Summer the ground will open up 

regularly as a beer garden for the big sporting 
events such as the Lions’ Tour and the soccer 

Euros. Look out on the club’s website and social 
media platforms

Thursday 24 June

LONDON FLOODLIT 7s
Home 17:00

Please reserve this date in your diaries 
because, if Covid recovery goes to plan, this 

could well be the best tournament yet.  A great 
evening’s entertainment on a mid-summer 

evening. More details nearer the date.

All events are subject to Covid recovery going to plan.  All 
Government Covid rules in force at the time will be strictly 

applied at all events - we want everyone to enjoy 
themselves, to feel safe and not to risk another lockdown!

THINGS ARE WARMING UP AT THE ROCK

Rosslyn Park centre Maddie Dean puts in a 
pass to wing attack Emily Heappey in 
Saturday’s match against Karisma

Fran Bennett shoots for goal 
with Milly Marsh poised for 
any rebound

http://www.summerofsportlondon.com
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Karisma are a physically strong team, which was a tough barrier for 
the team to overcome. Our defensive players were tested 
throughout the game, and showed great resilience against some 
very consistent shooters. Emily Sarsfield had an impressive game 
at WD, using her incredible physical ability to outplay the WA by a 
mile. Miller came back from an injury with a great performance, 
keeping the GA on her toes with the support of both Abby & 
Simone. The new shooting line up with Fran & Milly, faced some 
very tall defenders who were able to make us work hard to get 
those balls to goal. 

Throughout the game, there were flashes of brilliance from the 
team and once we can drive the consistency we need, the win will 
closely follow. 

Rosslyn Park Kingston vs Karisma B 30-41
Home POM: Tash
Away POM: Abby
The Kingston Team came out in full force with an incredible fast 
start. Maddie started off as Centre, and controlled the game 
impeccably to allow attack to get some early goals. Tash (GA) & 
Charli (GS) worked the ball around the circle to create some great 
space and get the ball to goal. Tash had an absolute storming 
game, creating space and opportunity. 

As we moved through the 
game, Karisma fought 
back showing their 
experience across the 
second & third sections. 
Saskia & Abby provided an 
exceptional defence, 
against a very accurate 
shooting side. They 
worked hard to apply as 
much pressure as possible 
the shooters out of the 
circle. Very well deserved 
POM for Abby as she 
strategically watched the 
game to breakdown the 
passages of play Karisma 
were attempting. Alice’s 
arms were everywhere and 
slowed the attack down, and allowing the team to reset.  

Bert worked tirelessly at Centre to keep the ball moving, providing 
back up in the defensive sector as well as keeping the ball moving 
during the attacking phase. 

For the fourth and fifth sections, the scores were pretty much even, 
but the gap was just too much to close for Kingston. Both Tash at 
GA and Vicky at GS were able to keep pushing right to the end. 

A competitive game, with some really great moments of netball and 
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Park centre Vicky Nash gets 
her pass in

Park centre 
Hannah Gilbert

Saskia Leppard and Abby Mahal prepare to 
defend for Park
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an all round strong performance from the Kingston team. Next 
week, we look to take on Alpha and secure the first win of 2021. 

Is Premiership ‘closed shop’ akin to a return to 
Merit Tables?
Controversy still reigns over the issue of promotion / relegation to / 
from the Premiership. Former England prop Jeff Probyn recently 
offered the thought that this was like returning to the old (pre-1987) 
Merit Tables. For younger readers, at that time the senior clubs 
played in Merit Tables in which there was no such automatic 
movement. These were effectively voluntary structures where 
teams played each other once (either home or away) and tended to 
change only if a team was consistently below the standard of the 
others and dropped out. Then another club would be ‘invited’ to join 
in their place.  It was a bit more complicated than that, but you get 
the drift.

Park were in John Smith Merit Table B, comprising ourselves, 
Bedford, Blackheath, Gosforth (whose senior section became 
Newcastle Gosforth, then Falcons) Headingly (who merged with 
Roundhay to form Leeds) Liverpool St Helens, London Irish, 
London Welsh, Northampton, Richmond, Saracens and Waterloo. 
There was also a London Merit table and the remaining fixtures 
were essentially ‘friendlies’.

The leagues were formed to give ambitious ‘junior’ clubs every 
chance to progress up a ladder on merit rather than await a 
“vacancy” in a higher Merit Table.  When the leagues were originally 
formed clubs were allocated a position reflecting their form in recent 
seasons as accurately as anyone could. At National level they 
comprised 36 clubs in 3 Divisions each of twelve teams: National 1, 
2 and 3, being the equivalents of the present Premiership, 
Championship and National 1.  The Championship has been 
reduced to 11 clubs and National 1 expanded by four, so there are 
now 39 clubs in the top three divisions.

Below that Leagues were an increasingly regionalized pyramid, 
roughly as they are today. It is interesting to see what effect this has 
had at the top three levels. The original top division comprised:

National 1 1987-88 (now Premiership)
Bath
Bristol
Coventry
Gloucester
Harlequins
Leicester
Moseley
Nottingham
Orrell
Sale

Wasps
Waterloo.

The majority of those twelve clubs, more than thirty years later, are 
in the Premiership today. Coventry and Nottingham have dropped 
one level to the Championship and Moseley to National 1. The only 
ones no longer in the top three divisions all hit financial trouble: 
Orrell gained a multi-millionaire backer who subsequently pulled out 
and – bankrupt – they had to started again near the bottom and are 
now in Lancs and E Cheshire 1. Waterloo have dropped to North 
West 1. Those are replaced by Newcastle, Northampton and 
London Irish from the old National 2 and Exeter from old National 3. 
The only club currently in the Premiership who were not among the 
top 36 “National” clubs when the leagues were formed more than 30 
years ago are Worcester who were then in Midlands 2 West.

It could be argued then that in terms of overall status promotion and 
relegation at the top level has not changed much at all. But where it 
has changed considerably nowadays is in the disproportionate 
amount of money Premiership clubs receive in central funding 
allowing them to assemble far stronger squads than clubs below.

National 2 1987-88 (now Championship and reduced to 11 clubs)
Bedford
Blackheath
Gosforth (now Newcastle Falcons) 
Headingly (now Leeds Tykes) 
Liverpool St Helens
London Irish
London Scottish 
London Welsh
Northampton
Richmond
Rosslyn Park. 

Richmond and London Scottish are still National clubs despite 
having suffered financial failure and started again at the bottom, 
which perhaps underlines the resilience of the top clubs. London 
Welsh are now embarking on that same journey. But of the original 
clubs, only Welsh and Liverpool St Helens (now in North 1 West) 
are not still operating in the top three divisions, though ourselves 
Blackheath and Headingly (Yorkshire Tykes) have dropped a level to 
National 1 (old National 3). Coming to this level from lower than top 
36 in the original league structure are Ampthill (from E Midlands 1), 
Cornish Pirates (formerly Penzance & Newlyn, Devon / Cornwall 1) 
Doncaster (Yorkshire 2) Ealing Trailfinders (London 1) Jersey 
(London 3 South West) plus Hartpury college who were not the 
original League structure at all. So a bit more ‘churn’ here.

National 3 1987-88 (now National 1 and expanded to 16 clubs)
Birmingham (now Birmingham Solihull)
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Exeter
Fylde
Maidstone
Metropolitan Police
Morley
Nuneaton
Sheffield
Vale of Lune
Wakefield
West Hartlepool.

Exeter are now in the Premiership and Plymouth Albion remain in 
the third tier – everyone else has dropped to a lower level, and only 
Fylde look likely to return imminently.  The “new arrivals” at this level 
are Caldy, Cambridge,  Chinnor, Cinderford, Darlington Mowden 
Park, Old Elthamians, Rams (formerly Redingensians), Sale (who 
were the club’s teams below First XV level when Sale Sharks were 
hived off, so were not themselves within the original League 
structure), Taunton and Tonbridge Juddians.

In more than 30 years of competitive leagues only one club from 
outside of the original 36 ‘National’ clubs is in the top division. Six 
more have made it to the Championship, which is a “churn” of 
around 50%, although bigger than that if you take into account clubs 
who have dropped out but bounced back again. The most marked 
churn comes at National 1 level, where there are 10 ‘new’ clubs 
(although three of those are due to the net expansion of the top 
three divisions by three clubs). 

Perhaps the most marked change is a geographical one: the North 
and Midlands have suffered a net loss of six clubs among the top 3 
divisions while London and the South have a net gain of five.

Our Former Grounds
7  From Old Deer Park to the Rock
Regular readers will know that in the last Parknews we reported that 
the move to Roehampton came about when the father of a player in 
one of our social sides happened to be a member of the 
Roehampton Club and knew they had some spare land. The father 
had heard that Park were looking to move out of Old Deer Park, so 
he asked his son if his rugby club might be interested. He offered to 
try to broker a deal. This information was passed on to the 
Committee. As only people in their seventies will have any memory 
of our present ground opening, how we came to be here and why 
this particular configuration of facilities came about, it seems 
sensible to end this series on our former grounds with how we came 
to, and settled in to, Roehampton.

So thus it was that early in 1954 a meeting was held between two 
representatives of Rosslyn Park (Dick Storry-Deans and Secretary 

Ken Smith) and the father and son, over lunch at the Roehampton 
Club. Everyone was sworn to absolute secrecy, after which the Park 
duo were shown around. 

The original idea was for Park to take over the Roehampton polo 
ground (a little to the north of where the car entrance now is, and 
abutting the golf course). While this area was turfed, and could 
provide a couple of junior pitches, the view was that it really did not 
have the potential to be the ground of a first-class Rugby Club.  Ken 
and Dick were then shown the area of our existing ground which, at 
first sight, looked even less promising, being on two levels and 
overgrown with tall shrubs and hedges. After going away to think 
about it the Park representatives felt that the two pieces of land, 
taken together, did have the potential to be our new home.

They expressed an interest and a small unofficial sub-Committee 
was set up to progress the matter. After several meetings with 
Roehampton Club officials a proposal was formally tabled at a full 
Committee Meeting on 09 February 1955, which gave the go-ahead 
to continue. There were the inevitable Planning delays, but a firm 
proposal was able to be put to a General Meeting of the Club on 09 
February 1955. The projected cost was between £13k-£15k. The 
meeting agreed to go ahead.

Then came a major problem inasmuch as the Golf Section of the 
Roehampton Club objected strongly to our occupying the polo field. 
This looked like a hammer blow to our plans. Our committee 
decided to go ahead anyway, for just the existing piece of land. A 
deal was reached with the Ministry of Works, who then managed 
the Royal Parks on behalf of the Crown, to hire four pitches in 
Richmond Park at five guineas per annum, more than 
compensating for the loss of the other two pitches the polo ground 
would have provided.

The necessary funds were raised. In addition to Members 
contributing £4000, there were loans from the RFU of £5000 and 
from Middlesex County RFU of £2000. A lease was agreed to 
between the two clubs for 100 years, signed on 18 April 1956. The 
objective was to open up in September 1957, which gave less than 
18 months to level the ground, seed a pitch and do all the requisite 
ancillary works including a Clubhouse, Grandstand and proper 
standing accommodation for spectators. 

Long-term supporters and local residents will recall that there used 
to be a swimming pool behind the ground at the Clubhouse end, 
where the housing estate now is.  There was no changing block 
with dressing rooms and showers.  Instead agreement was reached 
with Roehampton Swimming Pool Ltd to use their changing rooms 
as dressing rooms during the Rugby Season. This was to cause 
complications later.

Park scrum half Peter Berryman passes from the base of the scrum in the first ever match 
played at the Rock on 17 September 1957
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The approximate costs for the buildings were: Clubhouse £9000, oil-
fired boiler £2600, grandstand £2175 and covered standing 
accommodation £750. Everything was completed on time and the 
ground ready to open on time in September 1957. Tragically a real 
Park stalwart, former Captain and International Referee Peter 
Cooper, died in a yachting accident at only 42 years old earlier that 
year.  The London Referees Society presented the Club with a 
pavilion clock in Peter’s memory, which was incorporated into the 
frontage of the Clubhouse and is still in place today (though alas not 
still giving the correct time)..

The new ground opened on 17 September 1957 with over about 
1600 spectators, including the French Ambassador, watching Park 
play the French provincial side, Auvergne Limousin.

A big problem arose in 1966, which explains why the ground is as it 
is today. Although the club had not been advised, it was picked up 
from the local paper that Wandsworth Council were proposing to 
buy and demolish the swimming pool in order to build a small 
housing estate. This would leave us without dressing rooms. 
Fortunately we had a couple of sharp solicitors on the Committee 
and five years to run on our lease on the changing rooms. There 
was a bit of a stand-off as we refused to vacate the rooms without 
the Council providing an alternative. Eventually the Council gave in 
and, in December 1967, agreed to fund a new changing block joined 
to the existing clubhouse, and to build a road round the back of it.

Calling the ground ‘The Rock’ is a relatively recent innovation, which 
has irritated some senior members of the club. It originated in a 
season when we were invincible at home but couldn’t win away for 
love nor money! It is not recorded which of the players coined the 
term, but it became common parlance between them, and has 
simply stuck.

Sponsorship Opportunities
With clubs financially reeling from the Covid crisis, sponsorship has 
never been  more important to clubs - and Rosslyn Park is certainly 
no exception to that rule. A very wide range of sponsorship 
advertising, marketing and promotional opportunities are available 
throughout the season with prices suitable for all budgets. These 
provide a very powerful and cost effective opportunity to promote 
your business.

During the lock-down, Jodie Rocket, our Commercial and 
Sponsorship Manager, has been working on some exciting 
sponsorship opportunities. One of these packages is featured 
below. We understand that we are currently living through uncertain 
times, but if individuals or their 
businesses feel able to commit 
to the package at this time – 
your support would be 
significant to the Club and very 
much appreciated.

Supporters can play a part in 
this important area. Jodie has a 
variety of sponsorship 
opportunities to suit all budgets 
so if, your business or 
somerone you know might be 
prepared to sponsor the club or 
any of its activities plese do 
contact Jodie.  She will be 
delighted to follow up on leads.  
Her contact details appear in 
the next column.

• Email marketing & 
campaigns to club database 
throughout the year. Database 
of over 3,000 members and 
players
• Feature on RPFC website & 
full company description
• Social media support across 
all channels throughout the 

season. Twitter, Instagram, Facebook & YouTube
• Branded pitch board located around the venue 6m x 2m board 
designed and produced by club for the full year
• Table of 8 guests including 3-course meal for one home game 
of the season. Home game of choice, including 3-course meal & 
car parking spaces
• Hire of the club/venue free of charge. This can include both 
pitch and clubhouse for one full day
Cost: £2,000 + VAT per season

For an additional £1,000 + VAT
• Company branding on Men’s 1st XV playing kit
National exposure throughout the year

Digital Marketing
The Rosslyn Park website, database, Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram all represent a large and fast growing audience with 
targeted engagements.These platforms allow opportunities for 
companies to build bespoke and extremely cost effective packages 
and are a great ways to interact with our supporters and social 
media followers instantly. Our social media not only provides the 
latest Rosslyn Park tries and score lines but also highlight your 
companies involvement at the club.

Please contact Jodie Rockett, our Sponsorship Manager, via 
email: jodie.rockett@rosslynpark.co.uk or phone: 0208 876 1879 to 
discuss how sponsorship at Rosslyn Park may fit with your own 
promotional plans.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS AS THEY 
HAVE SUPPORTED US

Keep up to date
Keep in touch with everything happening at Rosslyn Park by 
regularly visiting the Club’s website at 
www.rosslynpark.co.uk

The club is also active in several social media channels:
Twitter: http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy 
Facebook: http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV 
Instagram: http://bit.ly/34d652t   
YouTube: http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC 

Do you want to receive an email notification when ParkNews is 
published? If you wish to receive the weekly email notifications that 
ParkNews has been published (and are not already receiving them) 
please just email: parklife@rosslynpark.co.uk with "Send Me 

mailto:jodie.rockett@rosslynpark.co.uk
tel:0208%20876%201879
http://www.rosslynpark.co.uk
http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy
http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV
http://bit.ly/34d652t
http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC

