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Welcome to Parknews, The placing of London into Tier 3 has 
thrown a spanner into the works. The club had been actively 
arranging friendly matches for January following the NCA 
announcement that the start of the cup competition had been 
delayed.  That delay followed the Government COVID 
announcement at the start of December, placing many clubs in 
Tier 3. The latest announcement placing London in Tier 3 
means stricter guidelines for ourselves: outdoor activity on the 
pitch can continue so long as it conforms with RFU Return to 
Rugby guidelines, so training can continue for all of our 
teams. Changing rooms are allowed to open with strict social 
distancing and gyms can open so long as no group classes take 
place. Although the kitchen can offer a click and collect or 
delivery service, bars and social facilities must close.   
Spectators are not allowed in sports grounds. 

Given the RFU’s commitment to give clubs at least four weeks’ notice 
before competitive rugby can begin, the earliest start date for clubs in 
Tiers 1 and 2 would have been 16th January. But due to the additional 
guidelines regarding travelling to participate in rugby activity, this would 
now be impractical across all of the National League clubs, 90 per cent 
of which have expressed an interest in taking part in the Cup 
competition.

From 16 January we had three home Saturday pre-season practice 
matches scheduled against, Old Albanian, a Richmond XV and against 
Ealing Trailfinders Academy.  These arrangements now need to be put 
on ice to be either re-scheduled, replaced (or abandoned altogether if 
the 4 weeks notice period were to lead immediately to the Cup 
competition). The Club is anxious to give members and supporters as 
much information as possible, but at the moment there are just too many 
unknowns. What does look pretty certain is that when we do start, 
matches will necessarily be played under adapted laws, which are 
described further on for anyone unfamiliar with them.

We are very keen to get everyone back to the Rock as soon as possible, 
but it really does depend upon London getting back to Tier 2 and what 
the Covid rules permit at the time. We can only hope that Covid quickly 
recedes in the face of stricter restrictions and roll-out of the vaccine.  It 
seems extremely unlikely that clubs would agree to start a National Cup 
competition at a time when many of them cannot admit paying 
spectators, even if the game itself can go ahead.  We shall publish 
fixtures, admission arrangements and details of what facilities will be 
open as soon as we can. Like everyone else, we want to get back to 
normal as soon as possible, and that means everyone following 
whatever guidelines are in place.

Cup delay
The start of the Cup tournament will be now delayed until at least 
February in order to allow everyone to start on an equal footing.  NCA 
Chairman John Inverdale explained: "Firstly, the RFU are only 
responding to what the government are announcing. Many of the 
decisions that are having to be made are not 'rugby decisions', and we 
are following the guidelines and advice which has been given to us. For 
the cup competition, the reality is over 40 per cent of the clubs who want 
to take part are currently in Tier Three. The groups for the cup 
competition have all been done geographically, but only two of the 
groups have all of their clubs in Tiers One or Two so you can't expect a 
group which contains a high proportion of clubs in Tier Three to start 
their fixtures at the same time.

Future events
Saturday 16 January

1st XV v Old Albanian
Practice match

Home KO 3:00PM

Nomads v Cobham 2
Surrey Championship

Home KO TBA

Richmond Jutes v Hatters
Surrey Premier
Away KO TBA

Saturday 23 January
1st XV v Richmond XV

Practice Match
Home KO 3:00PM

Saturday 30 January
1st XV v Ealing Academy

Practice Match
Home KO 3:00

Admission arrangements and facilities 
available will be publicised nearer the time 
dependent upon any Covid-19 precautions 

then in effect

WE’RE ALL READY FOR KICK-OFF!

The Slingbacks in action at the Santa 
6s last Saturday [Photo by Shanice 
Williams]
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"The county clusters may well start in mid-January, but they can 
operate independently because teams in those clusters are all in the 
same tier, but because we are a national competition, we have to be 
aware of all the issues facing all our clubs. The enthusiasm for the 
competition is still considerable and people want us all to get it up 
and running for so many reasons, but it has to be done fairly to 
maintain the integrity of the competition. On the first weekend of the 
NCA Cup, we would like as many teams as possible to be involved 
so that it can start with a bang and not a whimper."

The draw sees Park get a real great one in terms of quality of 
matches – our group comprises three of the top five in last season’s 
national one in the form of ourselves, Rams and Chinnor, plus local 
Derbies with Esher and Barnes, and matches with Henley Hawks – 
but it is also comfortably the toughest group in the whole 
competition. Forty four of the 48 clubs in National One and Two 
elected to take part, and the groups are as follows:

Group 1: Blaydon, Darlington Mowden Park, Tynedale, Wharfedale, 
Harrogate
Group 2: Barnes, Chinnor, Esher, Henley Hawks, Rams, 
Rosslyn Park
Group 3: Birmingham Moseley, Leicester Lions, Stourbridge, 
Luctonians, Cinderford, Hinckley, Loughborough Students.
Group 4: Blackheath, Canterbury, Old Elthamians, Tonbridge 
Juddians, Worthing Raiders
Group 5: Sale, Caldy, Chester, Fylde, Sedgley Park
Group 6: Bishop’s Stortford, Bury St Edmunds, Cambridge, Old 
Albanian, Westcliff
Group 7: Leeds Tykes, Huddersfield, Sheffield Tigers, Hull, Hull 
Ionians
Group 8: Plymouth Albion, Barnstaple, Redruth, Clifton, Dings 
Crusaders, Taunton

On Saturday 16 Janruary  the Surrey leagues start. But that now 
looks unlikely - we’ll publish revised fixtures when we have them.

Adapted laws
The competition will also begin under the new law adaptations. For 
matches below Championship level there are some amendments to 
the Laws in order to make the game as safe as possible from 
spreading the contagion. These will certainly apply at the start of the 
New Year and – particularly at the more ‘social’ levels – will probably 
continue until vaccination and / or regular affordable testing is 
possible.  These changes particularly affect the scrummage and the 
maul – both of which are now effectively illegal – and there are also 
changes to the lineout. Consequent upon these there are also 
changes to the Law surrounding free kicks and penalties. The 
following is a rough guide to all these changes, including how 
referees are expected to apply them, but they will almost certainly 
be further adapted in the light of experience. It is important to note 
that if full-contact Rugby can be re-introduced before the Cup 
competition is finished then that will happen immediately.

Maul. The maul is now effectively illegal. A player coming into 
contact with the player carrying the ball must bring that player to the 
ground (failing to do so will result in a penalty to the side with the 

ball). The ball carrier must then play the ball immediately or he / she 
concedes a penalty. Referees will be looking for tacklers to complete 
the tackle by bringing the carrier to ground: holding him / her up or 
keeping them upright is punished with a penalty. If the referee sees a 
maul forming through no fault of the defending side, he / she will call 
“use it” and if that does not happen play restarts with a free kick to 
the side with the ball.

Lineout.  The lineout must comprise 5-7 players, with the non-
throwers matching numbers. The team winning the ball must either 
pass immediately or release to a team-mate as soon as landing. If 
this doesn’t happen then there is no penalty – the lineout will be re-
set.

Scrum. Scrummages are replaced with a free-kick, but the side 
awarded the free kick cannot take a ‘quick’ one. The referee is the 
sole arbiter of the tempo of the game, but the principle that should 
be applied is that the restart should not be a quick one. If an offence 
that would previously have been punished by a scrum occurs after 
the end of play or half-time then that is the end of play; no time is 
added for the free-kick to be taken.

Penalty / free-kick. The non-offending side can no longer opt to 
scrummage. For any penalty arising at the lineout the non-offending 
team can opt for another lineout instead. A penalty or free-kick must 
visibly leave the kicker’s hand or the mark. If a player taps the ball 
he or she must then pass or kick the ball before playing it again, ie 
no ‘tap and run’. The one exception to this is when the kick replaces 
what would have been a 5-metre scum, in which case the taker may 
tap and run.

We need, at all levels within the club, to consider the front-row 
players who will not be able to exercise their core skills within the 
law variations and the RFU and NCA are fully committed to keeping 
every player engaged in the sport. On behalf of the NCA, Chairman 
John Inverdale 
said: “I agree 
with this and so 
do several 
Directors of 
Rugby whom I 
have spoken 
to. As such, 
three front-row 
players will 
have to be on 
the field at all 
times to ensure 
continuing 
participation of 
front-row 
forwards, but 
more 
importantly, to 
keep them 
engaged with 
the sport."
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Santa 6s
Last Saturday saw the Santa 6s at the Rock, which proved to be 
another entertaining day, played mostly in an excellent sporting 
spirit (“mostly” because early on in the men’s tournament a red card 
was needed to restore order).  There was a particularly strong entry 
in the women’s competition, which featured our own Slingbacks. 
The opposition proved a bit too strong for the Park girls, who 
nevertheless played some good rugby.

Rosslyn Park lockdown 2.0 challenge
The senior squad set themselves the challenge of walking, running 
and cycling 4300 kilometres to raise £4300 for the charities CAMP 
and Cancer Research UK. CALM (Campaign Against Living 
Miserably) works to help prevent male suicides – of which there are 
4300 annually. That target proved too easy – they got there in a 
fortnight and so immediately doubled it.  We are pleased to report 
that they have reached that target.

250 Club
If you get in quickly you might be able to bag one of the few 
remaining tickets to join the 250 Club. Your ticket will be entered in 
three prize draws at the ends of December, January and February.  
There is a first prize each month of up to £1000 (depending upon 
number of tickets sold) and numerous other great prizes each 
month – too many to list here. The 250 club is a major initiative to 
help the club recover some of the lost income due to the present 
crisis. Join the 250 Club here

400 Club
December winners - Diana Maseyk £100, David Bennett £50 and 
Don Shelley £25. Don’s second win in two months has been noted 
by his mates among the regular away supporters and memories of 
whose round it is adjusted accordingly! If you would like to help the 
club while having the chance to win cash prizes, then Boothy in club 
office is the man to contact.

Sponsorship Opportunities
A very wide range of sponsorship advertising, marketing and 
promotional opportunities are available throughout the season with 
prices suitable for all budgets. These provide a very powerful and 
cost effective opportunity to promote your business.
Sponsorship proposal for 2020/21 Season

During the lock-down, Jodie Rocket, our Commercial and 
Sponsorship Manager, has been working on some exciting 
sponsorship opportunities for the new season. We will be promoting 
these over the coming weeks as more is known about how the 
season will be structured and run. The first of these packages is 
featured below. We understand that we are currently living through 
uncertain times, but if individuals or their businesses feel able to 
commit to the package at this time – your support would be 
significant to the Club and very much appreciated.

• Email marketing & campaigns to club database throughout 
the year. Database of over 3,000 members and players
• Feature on RPFC website & full company description
• Social media support across all channels throughout the 
season. Twitter, Instagram, Facebook & YouTube
• Branded pitch board located around the venue 6m x 2m board 
designed and produced by club for the full year
• Table of 8 guests including 3-course meal for one home game 
of the season. Home game of choice, including 3-course meal & 
car parking spaces
• Hire of the club/venue free of charge. This can include both 
pitch and clubhouse for one full day
Cost: £2,000 + VAT per season

For an additional £1,000 + VAT
• Company branding on Men’s 1st XV playing kit
National exposure throughout the year

Player Sponsorship
A great opportunity to be linked with a Rosslyn Park player and to 
follow his progress throughout the season.

PA announcement when your player scores a try
Company logo/name against player profile in match-day programme
10 tickets for a 1st XV home game of your choice
Cost: £400 + VAT per player

Digital Marketing
The Rosslyn Park website, database, Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram all represent a large and fast growing audience with 
targeted engagements.
These platforms allow opportunities for companies to build bespoke 
and extremely cost effective packages and are a great ways to 
interact with our supporters and social media followers instantly. Our 
social media not only provides the latest Rosslyn Park tries and 
score lines but also highlight your companies involvement at the 
club.
Please contact Jodie Rockett, our Sponsorship Manager, via 
email: jodie.rockett@rosslynpark.co.uk or phone: 0208 876 1879 to 
discuss how sponsorship at Rosslyn Park may fit with your own 
promotional plans.

MATCH DAY SPONSORSHIP
Get in on the Action
As the official Match Sponsor of a Rosslyn Park First XV game, you 
will host your guests in our newly refurbished Clubhouse.
Before the game you will sample our excellent hospitality with a VIP 
lunch courtesy of our in-house caterers. Afterwards you and your 
guests will have the chance to meet Rosslyn Park players and 
present the Man of the Match award, the photo of this presentation 
will feature in the following Match Day Programme.
Meet the Players
Your company will be featured on the cover of the programme, and 
you will have a full page advert inside. You will also receive PA 
announcements throughout the game.
Finally, you have the opportunity to distribute promotional flyers in 
the Clubhouse and around the ground to advertise your business to 
all of our spectators and members on the day.
Full Package Includes:
• Front Cover Programme Branding as the Official Match Day 
Sponsor
• PA Announcements throughout the afternoon
• VIP Lunch for 10 for guests prior to the game
• Man of the Match Presentation after the game.
• Photo of the Man of Match Presentation to appear in following 
Match Day Programme
• Opportunity to distribute Promotional Flyers on the day
• 2 Car Parking Spaces
• Post Match Visit for you and your guests from two Rosslyn Park 
players or coaches of your choice.
Cost: £1500.00 + VAT
To find out more please contact Jodie Rockett, our 
Sponsorship Manager, via 
email: jodie.rockett@rosslynpark.co.uk or phone: 0208 876 
1879

Stay in Touch
Do you want to receive an email notification when ParkNews 
is published? If you wish to receive the weekly email 
notifications that ParkNews has been published (and are not 
already receiving them) please just 
email: parklife@rosslynpark.co.uk with "Send Me ParkNews" 
in the subject line

Park also has a strong social media presence, just follow 
these links:

Twitter: http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy

Facebook: http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV

Instagram: http://bit.ly/34d652t 

YouTube: http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC
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