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OPTIMISM FOR START AFTER LOCKDOWN
Welcome to Parknews, These are dark days indeed, with the
club forced to close, even for training, under the latest lockdown.
However there is positive news inasmuch as the seeds of hope
have been sown for some competitive rugby for everyone. Rest
assured that the club is constantly in touch with the RFU
and all other relevant bodies and we shall be open for
business at every level as soon as we possibly can. In the
meantime we are actively planning for another of our very
entertaining 10s competitions for Saturday 12 December, which
is planned also to be a family day with kids’ films on the big
screen and big action on the pitch. More details soon, but unless
the COVID rules change it will almost certainly have to be on the
basis of booking a table for up to six persons, and starting
around noon. Why not organise with your friends and come
along for an enjoyable day of running Rugby and much more.
More than ever, your club needs YOUR support to navigate
through these difficult times.
As to National 1 the NCA, representing clubs at National level, has said
that there will be no League Rugby as we know it this season. There
was no appetite among a majority of the clubs for deciding promotion
and relegation on the basis of just the first 15 matches of the season,
even if that was possible. NCA Chairman John Inverdale said: ‘The
NCA executive had recommended this course of action and is relieved,
albeit very reluctantly, that everyone operating at levels 3 and 4 now
understands the situation. We are still very optimistic that some form of
competitive rugby for NCA clubs this season will be proposed in the
immediate future, to enable players, supporters and commercial
partners, the opportunity to get back into the rugby environment. Talks
are ongoing with the Government, and the NCA exec is doing everything
possible to make sure that clubs at our level are able to plan for the next
six months, from a rugby playing perspective, but also to enable clubs to
reboot commercially.” The RFU have been in daily contact with
Government about moving towards some form of contact rugby that will
enable as many matches to take place as possible.

We know that man! Henry
Robinson turnd out in a recent
10s tournament at the Rock
[Photo by Isabelle Lovell]

Future events
Saturday 12 December

The NCA is actively looking at forming small competitive clusters of
clubs to commence playing each other in January. That will provide a
few juicy local Derbies. Additionally, we are speaking to other local clubs
with a view to playing friendly matches as soon as we are allowed.
Admission of spectators, so long as we observe social distancing,
should not be a problem as crowds are being allowed to attend nonleague soccer (Bishops Stortford FC recently played St Albans City in a
televised FA Cup tie with a crowd the local Rugby club would have given
their eye teeth for!) The big problem is on the field - that the scrum in
particular is considered too dangerous in terms of potential
transmission, but hopefully this can soon be resolved. Quicker and more
accessible regular testing of players could be a solution, even if the virus
itself does remain a problem.
STOP PRESS: As we were going to press, John Inverdale told a video
interview that proposals would be put to clubs on 13 November, but one
of the ideas being put to clubs was a Cup competition, regional at first,
but with later stages on a national basis, with hopefully a final at
Twickenham. Entering would not be compulsory. He also said that if we
had to start without scrums or mauls then that would be better than no
Rugby at all.
Kieran and the players are itching to get on with things. Supporters had
the opportunity to run their eyes over the squad when we entertained
the Barnes squad in an entertaining Tens tournament a couple of weeks
back. There was some spectacular handling and running on display, in a
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Details of pre-season matches and League
fixtures will appear here once we have a start date
for the 2020-21 season.

great social atmosphere, that really whetted the appetite for when
the ‘real stuff’ can resume.
There has been a lot of controversy nationally over the game at
mini / junior level. To many it seems ludicrous that children and
young adults can play together at school but not in the open air at
their clubs. Many have given vent to their frustrations. As a club we
have no alternative but to follow Government / RFU directives, but
normal service will be resumed immediately it is possible to do so.

Resumption
Readers may be aware that the Tyrrells Womens Premiership has
resumed action without mandatory testing because they have
amended
Laws that,
essentially, mean play without scrummages
Photo bythe
Isabelle
Lovell
and those contact situations most likely to spread the virus. This
may well provide a template for the Clubsides and Slingbacks to
get some 15-a-side action on the pitch earlier than the Senior
Squad, albeit to much gnashing of teeth from the front row union.
But at least it will provide some exercise, develop ball skills and give
a chance to mingle with mates, old and new.

of their teams reached the quarter-finals of the recent Halloween 6s.
They played really well, including putting a pair of tries past Wasps
(who fielded a couple of Tyrells Premiership players). The
Slingbacks had been organizing a women’s Tens tournament for
November to give everyone a run out and try to raise some money
for the club, only to be thwarted by the latest lockdown. They are
also not letting the grass grow under their feet in terms of a re-start
and are contacting other clubs with a view to arranging competitive
fixtures – even if these initially have to be under Ready4Rugby rules.
The Rosslyn Park Netball girls at least managed to get some court
time before lockdown struck. Coach Tez Seidu said, “I’m afraid the
netball barely got started before shutting up shop again. We
managed to squeeze in a couple of friendlies but the leagues were
due to start for us in the new year. Fingers crossed that still happens
but for the meantime, with the announcement of the lockdown
starting this week, training will cease again and we will be back on
zoom doing fitness, yoga and some socials unfortunately”. Given
that netball is a non-contact sport (not that you’d notice if you go
along to watch!) it could be that the girls will be the first at the club to
see serious action.

Another blow…

Photo by Isabelle Lovell

The plunge into a further lockdown is another blow to our club. We
had been generating some useful income from private hires and
from the very successful Tens and latterly Sixes tournaments that we
have been staging (for which thanks are due to Jodie and Dom and
their team for some superb organization). But all that has to stop
with the latest restrictions, plunging us further into difficulties. Of
course other clubs are in trouble, and many worse than ourselves,
but that does not make it any easier. It is at times like this that we
need to remember that we are still a proper Club, owned and run on
behalf of our Members. If you haven’t yet paid your subs please do
so: if you are a supporter but not yet a Member please join now and
help YOUR club survive through this difficult period.

For the Clubsides, Will Thorogood reports that, predictably, the
Surrey RFU have said there will be no competitive leagues with
promotion and relegation, but if contact is allowed there could be
some form of competition between January and May. Will expects
Middlesex to follow suit. But hopefully, after lockdown, we can soon
arrange friendlies under the adjusted Laws until contact is allowed.
The Clubsides have been enjoying participating in the various Tens
and Sixes competitions we have been staging.

We are keeping fingers crossed that the Rosslyn Park HSBC
Schools 7s will be able to go ahead this year. This takes a lot of
resource in advance to organise, which is later offset by sponsorship
and entry fees. Cancellation would put these receipts in severe
jeopardy. However, readers will appreciate that even if we were able
to insure against its cancellation due to COVID, the premium would
simply be unaffordable. Hopefully things will be better by the Spring
and at least that particular hammer-blow will be averted.

250 Club
The Chairman wrote to all members and supporters recently
outlining the 250 Club, to raise funds. As most people reading this
will have received the letter we will not reproduced it here, but
essentially it’s a raffle with some great prizes and only 250 tickets. If
you didn’t - and are interested, please contact the club office who will
be delighted to give you details.

When we were young
Some old photos have emerged of Park youngsters who went on to
greater things. The first is a youngster playing for one of the Park
youth sides, where he excelled at all age groups – can you name
him?

The Slingbacks are in the same position, and there are enough
local women’s teams keen to play that arranging fixtures should be
no problem. Slingbacks captain, Samantha Emery told her teammates, “We’re in dialogue with the club and are committed to
continuing social Rugby where safe / feasible. It’s so good to see
this could even include contact at some stage. It’s been fantastic to
get back on the pitch with you all and with the ever-narrowing
options for socializing, having a sport to play is a huge upside. It
goes without saying that more than ever the team and the Club need
your support”.
The Park girls have played in the recent Tens tournaments, and one
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The second is a Cup Final inn 2001-02 between the Slingbacks and

Folkestone and shows our 16-year-old scrum half tackling the
Folkestone number 8. Can you name the Park girl who went on to
play for England – and a bonus point if you can name the
Folkestone player, who also went on to have a distinguished
England career.

Cost: £2,000 + VAT per season
For an additional £1,000 + VAT
• Company branding on Men’s 1st XV playing kit
National exposure throughout the year
Player Sponsorship
A great opportunity to be linked with a Rosslyn Park player and to
follow his progress throughout the season.
PA announcement when your player scores a try
Company logo/name against player profile in match-day programme
10 tickets for a 1st XV home game of your choice
Cost: £400 + VAT per player

ANSWERS: The top photo is of a young Danny Cipriani, who surely
needs no introduction. The lower is Amy Turner, possibly the only
player to represent England both as a scrum half and as a hooker,
and is now coaching with the Red Roses. Amy is tackling the girl
who went on to be something of a legend as captain of England,
Catherine Spencer.
Speaking of Park alumni who have gone on to greater things, the St
Helens local paper recently carried an article on great players that
their local Rugby League team had missed out on. First among
these was ex-Park player Martin Offiah: “The speed-merchant was
flying in for tries in rugby union with Rosslyn Park – and caught the
eye on Grandstand playing in the Middlesex Sevens in May 1987.
Saints coach Alex Murphy expressed an interest in bringing Offiah
up north, but the board apparently dismissed him as ‘an
uncoordinated clown’.”

Photos
Parknews very much appreciates Isabelle Lovell of the eponymous
Isabelle Lovell Sports Photography for allowing us to use her
photos in this edition.

Sponsorship Opportunities
A very wide range of sponsorship advertising, marketing and
promotional opportunities are available throughout the season with
prices suitable for all budgets. These provide a very powerful and
cost effective opportunity to promote your business.
Sponsorship proposal for 2020/21 Season
During the lock-down, Jodie Rocket, our Commercial and
Sponsorship Manager, has been working on some exciting
sponsorship opportunities for the new season. We will be promoting
these over the coming weeks as more is known about how the
season will be structured and run. The first of these packages is
featured below. We understand that we are currently living through
uncertain times, but if individuals or their businesses feel able to
commit to the package at this time – your support would be
significant to the Club and very much appreciated.
• Email marketing & campaigns to club database throughout
the year. Database of over 3,000 members and players
• Feature on RPFC website & full company description
• Social media support across all channels throughout the
season. Twitter, Instagram, Facebook & YouTube
• Branded pitch board located around the venue 6m x 2m board
designed and produced by club for the full year
• Table of 8 guests including 3-course meal for one home game
of the season. Home game of choice, including 3-course meal &
car parking spaces
• Hire of the club/venue free of charge. This can include both
pitch and clubhouse for one full day
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Digital Marketing
The Rosslyn Park website, database, Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram all represent a large and fast growing audience with
targeted engagements.
These platforms allow opportunities for companies to build bespoke
and extremely cost effective packages and are a great ways to
interact with our supporters and social media followers instantly. Our
social media not only provides the latest Rosslyn Park tries and
score lines but also highlight your companies involvement at the
club.
Please contact Jodie Rockett, our Sponsorship Manager, via
email: jodie.rockett@rosslynpark.co.uk or phone: 0208 876 1879 to
discuss how sponsorship at Rosslyn Park may fit with your own
promotional plans.
MATCH DAY SPONSORSHIP
Get in on the Action
As the official Match Sponsor of a Rosslyn Park First XV game, you
will host your guests in our newly refurbished Clubhouse.
Before the game you will sample our excellent hospitality with a VIP
lunch courtesy of our in-house caterers. Afterwards you and your
guests will have the chance to meet Rosslyn Park players and
present the Man of the Match award, the photo of this presentation
will feature in the following Match Day Programme.
Meet the Players
Your company will be featured on the cover of the programme, and
you will have a full page advert inside. You will also receive PA
announcements throughout the game.
Finally, you have the opportunity to distribute promotional flyers in
the Clubhouse and around the ground to advertise your business to
all of our spectators and members on the day.
Full Package Includes:
• Front Cover Programme Branding as the Official Match Day
Sponsor
• PA Announcements throughout the afternoon
• VIP Lunch for 10 for guests prior to the game
• Man of the Match Presentation after the game.
• Photo of the Man of Match Presentation to appear in following
Match Day Programme
• Opportunity to distribute Promotional Flyers on the day
• 2 Car Parking Spaces
• Post Match Visit for you and your guests from two Rosslyn Park
players or coaches of your choice.
Cost: £1500.00 + VAT
To find out more please contact Jodie Rockett, our
Sponsorship Manager, via
email: jodie.rockett@rosslynpark.co.uk or phone: 0208 876
1879

Stay in Touch
Do you want to receive an email notification when ParkNews
is published? If you wish to receive the weekly email
notifications that ParkNews has been published (and are not
already receiving them) please just
email: parklife@rosslynpark.co.uk with "Send Me ParkNews"
in the subject line
Park also has a strong social media presence, just follow
these links:
Twitter: http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy
Facebook: http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV
Instagram: http://bit.ly/34d652t
YouTube: http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC

