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Welcome to Parknews,  The RFU may have 
decreed no competitive Rugby at our level until 
January, but there’s Rugby at the Rock this 
weekend, albeit strictly in accordance with the 
Ready4Rugby rules.  With strict Covid restrictions 
in place we were completely SOLD OUT by last 
Monday for both teams and for the limited 
number of table spaces for spectators. However, 
Jodie has somehow managed to find space for an 
additional ten tables while still adhering to strict 
social distancing rules.  Each table 
accommodates up to six people and costs £35 
(including admission).  We regret that due to the 
strict guidelines we cannot admit individual 
spectators on the day - you must book a table. it 
should be a fun afternoon. With both Men’s and 
Women’s tournaments full, the Women’s 
competition (featuring our very own Slingbacks) 
will now kick off around 10:00AM. Our clubsides will be taking part in the 
Mens’ competition. Alongside the rugby we will be offering Bavarian 
inspired food and drink and a German dress competition for those who 
really enter into the spirit of the occasion. You can get tickets at https://
bit.ly/2ZRKgEX  but get in quick before they sell out too! 

Apologies if you miss out this time – do make sure you book early for 
our next events at the Rock: On Saturday 17 October we have 
another popular Picnic on the Pitch, this time with the Heineken 
Champions Cup Final on the screens. You can get tickets at https://
rosslynparkfc.ticketco.events/uk/en/e/heineken_champions_cup_final . 
The following Saturday there is another picnic on the pitch, this time 
featuring the Gallaher Premiership Final (sorry, we don’t have a link for 
that but you can book via the website).  Then on Saturday we have live 
action on the pitch in the form of the Halloween 10s.  If this coming 
Saturday is anything to go by, you really do need to book early for that 
one: https://rosslynparkfc.ticketco.events/uk/en/e/
halloween_10s__saturday_31st_october

Whenever attending events remember that the Clubhouse has been 
arranged to enable social distancing and hand sanitiser will be readily 
available. Please do observe the Law and all the additional precautions: 
however invulnerable  to the virus you may personally feelt there may 
well be some supporters and members who are more at risk. It’s 
important that everyone feels safe and comfortable and that we 
demonstrate that Rosslyn Park can safely accommodate numbers of 
people.

New Year start?
The fact that the RFU have stated there will be no competitive Rugby at 
our level until January at the earliest comes as a major blow. The RFU 
has said that if the Covid situation eases then it might be possible to 
arrange friendly matches before then. (We are actively looking at playing 
London Scottish and Esher in that case). The original proposal in these 
circumstances was that a season starting in January would comprise 
playing each other team once, either home or away, making a season of 
17 matches.  This commands little support among the clubs as a means 
of determining promotion and relegation. It is also a bit unfair inasmuch 
half the clubs will play nine home matches and eight away, while the 
other half (Park included) will have only eight matches at home and nine 
away.

Chairman Adam Tyrer told the AGM that even if we cannot start until 
January the club would favour the proposal to play each other team 
once, either home or away (ie the first 15 fixtures of the season) and 
then divide the league between the top 8 clubs and the bottom 8.  Clubs 

Future events
Saturday 10 October

Oktoberfest 10s
Home  KO: 10:00 AM

Clubhouse and other facilities from noon

Saturday 17 October

Pitch Picnic
featuring the Heineken 

Champions Cup Final on large 
screen
Starts noon

Saturday 24 October

Pitch Picnic
featuring the Gallaher 

Premiership Final on large 
screen
Starts noon

Saturday 31 October

Halloween 10s
Home KO:TBA

Further details on flyer inside

BOOK EARLY FOR EVENTS AT THE ROCK

Details of pre-season matches and League 
fixtures will appear here once we have a start date 
for the 2020-21 season. 

Some of Park’s youngsters in action  at training 
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in each half would play the other 7 once, either home or away to 
determine the final table, giving a total of 22 matches instead of the 
present 30.  The season would be extended to the end of June.  
That would seem the fairest of the available methods to determine 
promotion and relegation.

There is an alternative proposal which may attract some support 
which would see – just for one season – National 1 divided into two 
‘Conferences”, North and South with each team playing the others 
home and away (14 matches) with additional matches in the form of 
play-offs at the end. Although this does have its own unfairness 
inasmuch as Southern clubs occupied the top six places last season 
(if you include fourth-placed Chinnor) it does, though, greatly reduce 
the travelling commitment in the present financial predicament and 
ensures everyone will – as far as possible – have home local 
Derbies to hopefully swell the coffers. The allocations if this were to 
happen would probably be:
South: ourselves, Blackheath, Cinderford, Old Elthamians, 
Plymouth Albion, Rams, Taunton and Tonbridge.
North: Birmingham Moseley, Bishops Stortford, Caldy, Cambridge, 
Chinnor, Darlington Mowden Park, Leeds Tykes and Sale.

There are some who would even rather write off the competitive 
season now and just plan to play ‘friendlies’.  The longer this goes 
on the likelier it is that any opportunity just to play Rugby will be 
grasped.

It’s down to us
At the AGM Chairman Adam Tyrer set out three carefully costed 
scenarios of the Club’s financial position given various start times for 
competitive Rugby to continue.  The third of these was the 
Armageddon situation in which no Rugby was able to be played at 
all. In such a situation there would be impossible not to entertain 
some doubts as to the Club’s ability to survive – it could significantly 
depend upon how many Members paid their subs.  

We are fortunate to be one of the few Clubs operating at top level 
that is still a ‘proper’ Club, owned by its own Members. There is no 
multi-millionaire owner to pull the plug on us.  But it is vital that we 
all stick together to see this historic club through these difficult times.  
The Club’s first existential crisis came in only its third season, when 
only one home match was possible after Christmas 1881, due to the 
waterlogged pitch. An emergency meeting of Members raised the 
money to install drainage and Rosslyn Park were saved. In the 138 
seasons since then Rosslyn Park has survived, among other things, 
two World Wars, with each generation striving to leave the Club in a 
stronger position than they found it. Please don’t let this be the 
generation that drops the baton. Our sponsors have by and large 
been generous in their continued support. The players and support 
staff have recognised the difficulties and made significant sacrifices. 
But subscriptions are the very lifeblood of a Members’ Club, not a 
cold calculation costed against how many matches you might watch 
or play.  If you haven’t paid your subs yet please do.

Slingbacks
The Slingbacks held a training session last Sunday under new 

backs Coach, Rhys Wyn.  It had been intended to double as a 
recruitment event, but several people cancelled in the light of the 
Government imposing stricter Covid measures. It was nevertheless 
an enjoyable session. The Slingbacks are still looking for a new 
forwards coach with a Level 2 RFU coaching qualification. The 
position is paid. Anyone interested can 
email slingbacks@rosslynpark.co.uk to find out more.

In the swim
Former Park lock Richard Boyle is 
not a man to do things by halves.  
Determined to raise £20,000 to be 
shared equally between Alzheimers 
and Parkinsons charities, he set out 
to swim the English Channel.  He 
achieved his goal in a couple of 
minutes over 13 hours, a quite 
remarkable achievement for s sturdily 
built lock. He was a staunch club 
man as a player, always the first to 
lead the chorus of “Rosslyn Ranger” 
in the dessing room post-match.If 
you would like to donate in 
recognition of Richard’s effort please 
visit https://bit.ly/34d3S8a

Richard remembers
Richard Sainter, who greybeards will 
recall played for Park in the late 70’s sent in links to a couple of 
videos of that era that might be of general interest. The first is of 
Park taking part in a couple of Midland Bank adverts.
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tDNzTuuBJAA&t=17s
 
The second is some footage of Richard playing Sevens and showing 
his paces.
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=myTxxDHa5og&t=104s
If you aren’t in touch with the Club’s social media, you can find more 

The Slingbacks  are  clearly enjoying  their pre-season training
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nostalgia at  https://vimeo.com/464166200?ref=em-share

Clubsides
Will Thorogood reports: I'm sorry but I don't really have a great deal 
to report on the Clubsides' Front. 

Disappointingly, but maybe realistically, there will not any social or 
competitive rugby at least until the New Year. I'm doubtful about 
anything after then, but one must try to think positively!? I have 
heard talk of Middlesex proposing "touch leagues", which the 4's 
and B's are considering the viability and practicalities of this. I don't 
know if travelling to games might be a problem, and getting a 
commitment from players. Whichever way, rugby isn't going to be 
the same, like the world for now. 

I'll try to get down for the Oktoberfest 10's next week. 

MP visits the Rock
New Putney MP, Fleur Anderson, recently visited the Rock where 
she observed training and met with Park officials who explained to 
her the difficulties clubs at our level – and Park in particular – are 
facing. She appeared impressed with what she saw and promised 
to lend a supportive voice.  She also expressed a desire to return to 
the Rock to watch some competitive action in due course.

Getting shirty?
Phil Stringer is in shock!
Charlie,
Just saw ParkLife . . . what on Earth has been done to the 1st XV 
strip?

Not so long ago, a couple of people were heavily censured for 
daring to slightly change a logo for a junior tour, whilst retaining the 
club’s integrity. This seems like a wholesale change!
Phil Stringer

ED: I understand Dom has contacted Phil directly with a full 
explanation, but in a nutshell as I understand it the shirts are the 
same as last year with two key differences.  Firstly the red and the 
white areas have been reversed (they are made of state-of-the-art 
fabric, the downside of which is that white areas tend to demand 
extra effort by Kojo / Fergus to keep them clean after muddy 
conditions, so red area is now the larger). Add to that the fact that 
we now have a shirt sponsor in BMS, so it was only reasonable to 

ensure that hoops did not run through their logo, hence the plain 
area surrounding it. The players were consulted and are happy with 
both materials and design.

Talking of shirts, we are pleased to announce that BMS Group have 
upgraded their previous sponsorship from last year’s sleeve by also 
taking the front of the shirt. Plantation Shutters who have taken the 
back of the shorts are joined by our new sponsor Zest Property 
Services, who will also be present on the shorts. Franke Coffee 
have also added their branding to the front of the men’s training 
tops. We are extremely grateful for these contributions in these most 
difficult times and would urge everyone to support them as they 
have supported our club.

Sponsorship Opportunities
A very wide range of sponsorship advertising, marketing and 
promotional opportunities are available throughout the season with 
prices suitable for all budgets. These provide a very powerful and 
cost effective opportunity to promote your business.
Sponsorship proposal for 2020/21 Season

During the lock-down, Jodie Rocket, our Commercial and 
Sponsorship Manager, has been working on some exciting 
sponsorship opportunities for the new season. We will be promoting 
these over the coming weeks as more is known about how the 
season will be structured and run. The first of these packages is 
featured below. We understand that we are currently living through 
uncertain times, but if individuals or their businesses feel able to 
commit to the package at this time – your support would be 
significant to the Club and very much appreciated.

• Email marketing & campaigns to club database throughout the 
year. Database of over 3,000 members and players
• Feature on RPFC website & full company description
• Social media support across all channels throughout the season. 
Twitter, Instagram, Facebook & YouTube
• Branded pitch board located around the venue 6m x 2m board 
designed and produced by club for the full year
• Table of 8 guests including 3-course meal for one home game of 
the season. Home game of choice, including 3-course meal & car 
parking spaces
• Hire of the club/venue free of charge. This can include both pitch 
and clubhouse for one full day
Cost: £2,000 + VAT per season

For an additional £1,000 + VAT
• Company branding on Men’s 1st XV playing kit
National exposure throughout the year

Player Sponsorship
A great opportunity to be linked with a Rosslyn Park player and to 
follow his progress throughout the season.
PA announcement when your player scores a try
Company logo/name against player profile in match-day programme
10 tickets for a 1st XV home game of your choice
Cost: £400 + VAT per player

Digital Marketing
The Rosslyn Park website, database, Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram all represent a large and fast growing audience with 
targeted engagements.
These platforms allow opportunities for companies to build bespoke 
and extremely cost effective packages and are a great ways to 
interact with our supporters and social media followers instantly. Our 

https://vimeo.com/464166200?ref=em-share
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social media not only provides the latest Rosslyn Park tries and 
score lines but also highlight your companies involvement at the 
club.
Please contact Jodie Rockett, our Sponsorship Manager, via 
email: jodie.rockett@rosslynpark.co.uk or phone: 0208 876 1879 to 
discuss how sponsorship at Rosslyn Park may fit with your own 
promotional plans.

MATCH DAY SPONSORSHIP
Get in on the Action
As the official Match Sponsor of a Rosslyn Park First XV game, you 
will host your guests in our newly refurbished Clubhouse.
Before the game you will sample our excellent hospitality with a VIP 
lunch courtesy of our in-house caterers. Afterwards you and your 
guests will have the chance to meet Rosslyn Park players and 
present the Man of the Match award, the photo of this presentation 
will feature in the following Match Day Programme.
Meet the Players
Your company will be featured on the cover of the programme, and 
you will have a full page advert inside. You will also receive PA 
announcements throughout the game.
Finally, you have the opportunity to distribute promotional flyers in 
the Clubhouse and around the ground to advertise your business to 
all of our spectators and members on the day.
Full Package Includes:
• Front Cover Programme Branding as the Official Match Day 
Sponsor
• PA Announcements throughout the afternoon
• VIP Lunch for 10 for guests prior to the game
• Man of the Match Presentation after the game.
• Photo of the Man of Match Presentation to appear in following 
Match Day Programme
• Opportunity to distribute Promotional Flyers on the day
• 2 Car Parking Spaces
• Post Match Visit for you and your guests from two Rosslyn Park 
players or coaches of your choice.
Cost: £1500.00 + VAT

To find out more please contact Jodie Rockett, our 
Sponsorship Manager, via 
email: jodie.rockett@rosslynpark.co.uk or phone: 0208 876 
1879

400 club
The 400 Club draws for March and April had to be rescheduled as 
we have closed down the Clubhouse.  However, Boothy reports that 
he has caught up with by doing a 
bumper September draw, with 
results as follows - £500 Monica 
Bayles and £100 each for Simon 
Dyson, Mike Engelbach, R A Hurst, 
M A Clein and Joan Barclay.  If 
you’d like to help the Club whilst 
being in with a chance of cash 
prizes, contact Boothy in the Club 
Office.

Stay in touch with your 
club
The best way to stay in touch is 
via the new Rosslyn Park 
website - check it out at https://
rosslynpark.co.uk/

Do you want to receive an 
email notification when 
ParkNews is published? If you 
wish to receive the weekly 
email notifications that 
ParkNews has been published 
(and are not already receiving 
them) please just 
email: parklife@rosslynpark.co.
uk with "Send Me ParkNews" in 

the subject line

Park also has a strong social media presence, just follow 
these links:
Twitter: http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy
Facebook: http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV
Instagram: http://bit.ly/34d652t 
YouTube: http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC
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