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LEAGUE’S TOP SCORERS VISIT THE ROCK
Welcome to Parknews, Strong winds beat both
sides at Birmingham Moseley last Saturday.
Neither side scored a point against a strong end-toend wind that was effectively a sixteenth man. Park
had the benefit in the first half and ran up 31
unanswered points, including four tries for the bonus
point. Their ball retention was superb in the
conditions, and only some good defending
constrained the score, despite the disruption of Ryan
Roach going off injured in the first 15 minutes,
necessitating Arthur Ellis moving to hooker. When
the teams switched round, Moseley scored 19
unanswered points in the second period Both teams
deserve praise for the quality of the Rugby they
produced in nigh-on impossible conditions. Park, not
surprisingly if the league table means anything, played the better
rugby and thoroughly deserved to win. But when Moseley pulled the
score back from 31-0 to 31-19 with more than 20 minutes remaining
things did look a bit dicey. Park probably kicked away too much
possession, and the home side floated the ball for their speedy
wingers to run onto, keeping our defence on their toes. However –
all credit to our Strength and Conditioning team – Park were notably
the fitter side and wrested control back towards the end of the
match and were camped on the Moseley line when the final whistle
went.
This weekend we host Darlington Mowden Park in another must-win
match. Mowden endured a poor start to the season, losing four of their first
five home matches but have recovered to climb to sixth in the table.
Although their away record has not been so good of late, their only defeats
have been at the hands of Chinnor, Rams, Cinderford and Old Elthamians,
and their 17-27 defeat at Rams is the only one of those matches in which
they failed to collect the losing bonus point. They will be thirsting for revenge
after Park’s 24-17 win at the Darlington Arena early in the season – the first
time we have won there. They are a potent attacking force, being the
league’s top scorers with 723 points from their 22 matches. It promises to be
a feast of attacking rugby – please come along and give your full vocal
support.

Next away match
The following Saturday the First XV have no fixture, but the following week
after that – 29 February - we face a really tough assignment at Chinnor.
Chinnor signed no fewer than 16 players from Championship or Premiership
clubs during the close season and were expected to mount a title challenge.
It perhaps took them a time to gel, losing four of their first eight matches, but
subsequently in 14 matches only Richmond and Rams have lowered their
colours. That run included grabbing a draw (27-27) at the Rock earlier in the
season. They have played eleven home matches, winning eight and
recording a 5-try bonus in each of those wins. In addition to Richmond and
Rams, they surprisingly lost at home to Rotherham by 24-26, despite
scoring four tries to their opponents’ three. However they avenged that
defeat by thrashing the Titans by 42-24 in the return match.
The Club is planning to run a supporters’ bus to this important match for
£18 return, a great initiative that deserves support. Exact timings are not
currently to hand, but please ask and listen for announcements on Saturday.
But if you are determined to travel independently, the nearest station is
Haddenham & Thame Parkway from London Marylebone – though that is
still nearly 3 miles from the ground. An off-peak return appears to be
£27.50, or £18.15 if you have a railcard. You can get a bus (or taxi) from the
station into Thame, from where it’s just over a mile walk. There are several
pubs in Thame that sell decent beer, but they are all at the swish end of the
market with prices to match. You are also effectively travelling two sides of
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Ryan Roach leads an early Park
attack at Moseley [All 1st XV Photos
by David Whittam]

Friday 14 February

Nomads v Law Society 2
Surrey Championship
Home KO 8:00PM
FREE ADMISSION - BAR OPEN
Saturday 15 February
Curtain Raiser

B XV v Grasshoppers
Middlesex Merit Premier
Home KO 12:00PM
Followed by

1st XV
v
Darlington Mowden Park
National 1
Home KO 3:00PM
To

book for the pre-match lunch contact Cori
Pinkus in the Club Office (020 8876 1879)

Jersey Reds 2 v Rangers
Raging Bull Shield 1
Away KO TBA

Hatters v Brighton 2
Surrey Premier
Home (Richmond Park) KO 2:00PM

Hampstead 2 v Fours
Middlesex Merit Premier
Away KO TBA

a triangle, so unless you are an avid pub-goer you’re probably better
off getting a cab straight to the ground, where there’s a decent
clubhouse, or – better still - get on the Supporters’ bus.

This weekend
Before the First XV take to the main stage at 3:00PM on Saturday,
there are two other matches deserving of your support. On Friday
evening the Nomads play their Surrey Championship match against
Law Society, kicking off at 8:00PM. The Clubhouse will be open
before, during and after the match and admission is free. At noon on
Saturday we have a ‘curtain raiser’ in the form of the B XV playing
Grasshoppers in Middlesex Merit Premier. Your support for our
Clubside teams is always greatly appreciated by them. It’s a good
standard of rugby so please do come along and take a look.

Birmingham Moseley 19
Park 31

Park had the wind with them for their rampant first half – but it was
certainly against them in the second half.
Some fast Moseley hands allowed fly-half Ben Palmer to stretch the

National 1
By Warren Muggleton
Ben Howard’s try was the pick of the bunch in a game of two halves
as Rosslyn Park held off Birmingham Moseley at Billesley Common.
The London side went into the break 31-0 up, four tries securing a
scoring bonus point.
Moseley’s Mason Tonks and Cliffie Hodgson gave them a scare in a
dominant second half but Park held out.
The visitors were given the lead after just three minutes of play after
the home side’s pack turned a scrum.
And Greg Lound, making his first start against the same side he
suffered a hamstring against in October, coolly found the posts from
close range.
Park were straight back on the attack and grabbed their first try four
minutes later, Jack Gash finding Joe Munro’s deep run.
Kieran Power’s side added another when Stewart Maguire drove
over from a line-out to the right of the posts on 22 minutes.
Park had their third in the next play as Gash picked up the ball and
sprinted away to space.
He was joined by full-back Howard, who was left with the line
beckoning to dot down under the posts.
Arthur Ellis added to last week’s hat-trick with a side-stepping run,
taking him from the five-metre line to the try zone at close quarters
for the bonus point with five minutes to half time.
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London side’s defence, giving Tonks room to dive over on the left on
48 minutes.
Adam Balding’s side continued to hem Park into their own half with
aggressive attacking and kicking play.
And they had a second try 10 minutes later, Palmer finding a gap to
feed an on-rushing Hodgson who added the extras.
Moseley really piled the pressure on with nine minutes to go, once
again stretching the defence for Tonks to go over on the left.
But Power’s men rallied to pitch camp for the remaining minutes,
earning a first away win since early January.

Park: Ben Howard; Benji Marfo, Henry Cheeseman (Craig Holland
50), Joe Munro ©, Nick Scott; Greg Lound, Jack Gash (Dave Lewis
57); Kyle Traynor (Ali Wade 51), Ryan Roach (Henry Spencer 14),
Stewart Maguire (Paul Doran-Jones 40); Sam Twomey, Gregor
Gillanders; James Freeman, Arthur Ellis, Mike Kovacic (Roach 66)
Tries: Munro 7, Maguire 22, Howard 24, Ellis 35, Conversions:
Lound 9, 23, 25, 36, Penalties: Lound 3

Rangers

The Rangers had a profitable trip to Richmond last Saturday. A tight
first period saw them change ends with a lead of 14-7, but 45
unanswered points in the second period brought a handsome win.
Thanks to team manager John Weatherall for the match photos.

Ben Tapuai, Harlequins Australian International,
has been helping out with the coaching with the
Rangers while recovering from injury.
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This weekend the Rangers are due to visit Jersey Reds to play the
second string of the Championship side.

Clubsides
by Will Thorogood
None of the Clubsides played last week on Calcutta Cup day. This
weekend we have Fri 14th: Nomads v Law Society 2's Home 8pm
on 4G. Sat 15th: B's v Grasshoppers 2's Home ko 12pm on 4G and
Hatters v Brighton 2's Home ko 2pm in Richmond Park.

Slingbacks
Unsurprisingly the Slingbacks match at Windsor was called off last
Sunday when an already wet pitch received the ravages of the
storm and its attendant dangers. The match will be rearranged for
later in the season. The Slingbacks now have another week off
before a challenging 23 February home match against Chesham,
who heavily defeated our girls in the away match earlier this
season. However, Park struggled to put out a team at all that
afternoon and with a couple of morale boosting wins under their
belts since then the Slingbacks will be approaching the match in a
positive spirit. Please do come along and support. Kick off is at
2:00PM.

Evening eats
On Friday evening 6th March for the local Derby with Richmond
there will be a Steak & Frites Pre-match Supper available at
6:00PM in the Clubhouse, see the flier elsewhere in this Parknews.
You are strongly advised to book in advance.

National 1
Richmond retain top place after a comfortable 52-20 win over
Rotherham. Three late tries secured a bonus point for the Titans to
take them a point closer to Birmingham Moseley – losers at home
to Park – in their battle to avoid the third relegation spot. Park
remain second, a point ahead of Rams who pipped Bishops
Stortford by 35-31. Chinnor come into title contention after their
33-3 thrashing of Old Elthamians, who are reportedly strapped for
cash after the sad death of a major sponsor.
Blackheath retained a tenuous interest in the title with a 29-19 win
over Plymouth Albion, though Albion scored 3 tries against Club’s
2. An immaculate kicking performance by full-back Cooke brought
home the bacon. Our next opponents Darlington Mowden Park
rise to sixth with a 64-14 thrashing of Canterbury, for whom
relegation is almost a mathematical certainty. The same fate
beckons for Hull Ionians who lost at home to Cinderford by 10-58.
In the other match Cambridge beat Sale by 37-31.
This Saturday’s matches:
Bishops Stortford v Blackheath
Cinderford v Rams
Old Elthamians v Richmond
Plymouth Albion v Cambridge
Rosslyn Park v Darlington Mowden Park
Rotherham v Hull Ionians
Sale v Birmingham Moseley

Myeloma Charity gig
On Saturday 29th February we shall be staging a Myeloma Charity
Music Night, further details to follow.

Fundraiser
On Friday evening 13th March there is a musical fundraiser - Rock
@ The Rock – which will include the folk band ClogIron, plus
Park’s own Rock Star Owen Hughes with a buffet thrown in.
Clogiron nearly always play only private functions so this is a unique
opportunity to see them at a public ticketed event.

Ladies Day
On 28th March the match against Rams has been declared Ladies
Day, with a sumptuous pre-match lunch. See the flier for full details

End of Season Awards bash
Saturday 2nd May will see Masquerade Summer Ball take place at
the club, along with the End of Season Awards & Sponsors Dinner.
There’s a 3-course dinner and a DJ late into the night. “Dress to
impress” says the flier elsewhere in this Parknews.

Floodlit 7s
Away travel
After Chinnor (see earlier) there is a gap until we play away to Hull
Ionians on 21 March. Hull Ionians play at Brantingham Park,
Brantingham Road, Brough, East Yorkshire, HU15 1HX and Brough
is the station to book to. In terms of price it is very advantageous to
book an advance ticket. Although there is a greater choice of trains
on the East Coast service (changing at Doncaster) our regulars
tend to book on the Hull Trains service out of Kings Cross, which is
cheaper and avoids changing trains. The outward service departs
09:48 and arrives 12:04, and the return leaves around 18:48 and
gets back to Kings Cross at 21:14. The Buccaneer pub near the
station is a good bolt hole and does good food at a reasonable
price, though there’s nothing wrong with the Clubhouse. Cabs in
Brough are always at a premium, so get one booked early unless
you want to walk (our regulars are hardly the epitome of youth and
vigour and we’ve walked it the last couple of times, but it is a fair old
stroll).
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Do make a date in your diary for 7th May when the annual Floodlit
7’s takes centre stage, so please spread the word and let’s draw a
bumper crowd for our key fundraising event. There are plenty of
sponsorship and hospitality opportunities surrounding the event that
can be tailored to meet your or your company’s needs. Contact the
Club Office for details.

400 Club
If you would like to help your club while having the chance to win
monthly cash prizes (and an end-of-season ‘Jackpot’) then the 400
Club could be just what you are looking for. It only costs £4 a month.
Contact Boothy in the Club Office on 020 8876 1879 for full details.

Sponsors’ Offers
The following offers are available to Park Members and supporters,
courtesy of our Sponsorship Manager, Jodie Rockett. Please do
support these where you can – they have supported us. Please
mention Rosslyn Park when you do.

My Health Care Clinic - Ł50 off dental implants or Orthodontics
https://myhealthcareclinic.com/
Fresh Fitness Foods - 10% discount on all pre made meals
https://www.freshfitnessfood.com/
Edit Suits - Ł50 Off Custom Suit
https://www.editsuits.com/
Infinity Drainage - 10% off all services
0203 902 1713
Hand in Hand Pub - Free Pint with Matchday programme Flyer
https://www.thehandinhandwimbledon.co.uk/
Vidrate Sachets - 15% Discount code RFPC15
https://www.vidrate.co.uk/
Richmond Physiotherapy - 10% discount for all RPFC members
https://www.richmondphysio.co.uk/
Savills - Ł1,000 referral fees to club and members for introductions
to sales and lets SW offices
https://www.savills.co.uk/
Sponsorship at National One level is always a challenge, however
we feel with our unique location and the great events we run, we
can offer a widerange of Sponsorship rights at a number of levels. If
you know any companies or brands that would like to advertise and
promote and market themselves to any of the club sections below
please contact Jodie.rockett@rosslynpark.co.uk .Sponsorship at
the club, through our eventsor on our online channels provide a
very powerful and effective platform to promote services, products
and heighten brand exposure to all those who usethe club and
venue throughout the year.
If you talk to anyone who might be interested in sponsoring, you
might find the following points useful:
Rosslyn Park Rugby Club – 500 active rugby players & over 1,500
non playing members. Rosslyn Park Minis & Youth – 900 children
currently play in our mini and youth sections each week at the
ground and in Richmond Park.
HSBC Rosslyn Park National Schools 7s – Estimated 10,500
school children, 6,000 spectators and 850 school teams at the
tournament.

London Floodlit 7s – 12 premiership, championship and elite teams
to compete. 16 blue chip corporate companies take hospitality each
year.
Just give any potential sponsor’s details to Jodie and she’ll sort it
out. If everyone who reads this could identify just one potential
sponsor it would make a massive difference..

Stay in touch
The best way to stay in touch is via the new
Rosslyn Park website - check it out at
https://rosslynpark.co.uk/
Do you want to receive an email
notification when ParkNews is
published? If you wish to receive
the weekly email notifications
that ParkNews has been
published (and are not already
receiving them) please just
email: parklife@rosslynpark.co.u
k with "Send Me ParkNews" in
the subject line. Every year the
Club carries out a major update
of the mailing lists. As part of this
process it is possible that some
people on the ParkNews
notification list may have been
removed. If you have please just
email to re-subscribe.Park also
has a strong social media
presence, just follow these links:
Twitter: http://bit.ly/2PqDlQy
Facebook: http://bit.ly/2NG7bxV
Instagram: http://bit.ly/34d652t
YouTube: http://bit.ly/2PQSpqC
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